
       

 
   

  

╬ Introductory Rites ╬ 
Processional Hymn 

We Praise You                                                                         Ducote & Daigle 
 

Nativity Catholic Church 
Celebration of the Eucharist 

Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi 
Respect Life Sunday 
5pm, October 3, 2026  

 
 

Second Reading                                                              Galatians 6:14-18 
Brothers and sisters: May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For 
neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision, but only a 
new creation. Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of 
God. 
   From now on, let no one make troubles for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on 
my body. 
   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. 
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                                                            Matthew 11:25                                                         
 
 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom. 

Penitential Rite 
Gloria                                      Mass of Renewal                                      Stephan 
Collect  

╬ Liturgy of the Word ╬ 
First Reading                                                                        Deuteronomy 10:8-9 
Moses summoned all of Israel and said to them: “At that time the LORD set apart 
the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the 
LORD to minister to him, and to bless in his name, as they have done to this day. 
For this reason, Levi has no hereditary portion with his relatives; the LORD 
himself is his portion, as the LORD, your God, promised him.” 

Responsorial Psalm                                               Psalm 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11 
 
 



Prayer over the Offerings 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy                                                      Mass of Renewal                          Stephan 
We Proclaim Your Death                  Mass of Renewal                          Stephan 
Amen                                                    Mass of Renewal                          Stephan 

Communion Rite 
The Lord’s Prayer 
The Sign of Peace 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Lamb of God                                      Mass of Renewal                          Stephan 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 
me to be separated from You.  Amen.  

Music during the Communion Procession 
Seek Ye First                                                                                             Lafferty 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Gospel                                                                                       Matthew 11:25-30 
At that time Jesus answered: "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned 
you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone 
to whom the Son wishes to reveal him. 
   "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and 
you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light." 

Homily  
Profession of Faith 
Universal Prayer 

╬ Liturgy of the Eucharist ╬ 

Preparation of the Gifts 
Servant Song                                                                                                   McGargill 

 
 



Meditation 
Prayer of St. Francis                                                                                                     Temple 

Prayer After Communion  

╬ Concluding Rites ╬ 

Final Blessing and Dismissal 
Recessional Hymn 

Go Make a Difference                                                           Angrisano & Tomaszek 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Prayer After Communion  
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Lord our God 
we come before you and implore your help 

as we strive to defend and protect 
the lives of the unborn 

and the sacred bond of marriage. 
 

Hear our plea and grant that, 
united in faith 

and under the protection of Mary our Mother, 
we may be fearless in defending 

any attack against human life and the family 
as we vote “no” in Virginia’s elections 

to the amendments 
that threaten these gifts. 

 

Send your Holy Spirit upon government leaders, 
especially upon those in our Commonwealth, and 

inspire within them a profound respect for the 
dignity of all human life 

and the good of marriage and family. 
 

Father in Heaven, 
we cannot do this without Your help, 

in Your mercy we beg You 
to hear and answer our prayers. 

 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Father and maker of all, 
you adorn all creation 
with splendor and beauty, 
and fashion human lives 
in your image and likeness. 
Awaken in every heart 
reverence for the work of your hands, 
and renew among your people 
a readiness to nurture and sustain 
your precious gift of life. 

 
Grant this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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