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Dear Parishioners, 

Lent will soon be upon us and we are challenged to change our 
hearts and our lives through prayers, fasting and almsgiving. 
The gospel of Matthew offers much to reflect upon as we seek 
to imitate Jesus and follow the way of the Cross. As disciples of 
the Lord, we are challenged by the radical demands that Jesus 
expects of his disciples. Following in the footsteps of Moses and 
other prophetic voices, Jesus proclaims the Good News of 
God’s love and forgiveness; and, at the same time, offers a revo-
lutionary way to live: “Turn the other cheek! Love your ene-
mies! Be reconciled!” The ongoing challenge to live and love 
and forgive as Jesus did remains at the heart of what it means to 
be Church, the Body of Christ! Do we practice what we preach? 

I look forward to being together this week for our Parish       
Mission “the Spirituality of Relationships” with Fr. Simeon 
Gallagher. It will be a special time of God’s Grace and love.  

Love and Blessings, 

 

Fr. Bob Cilinski, Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

 

2023 PARISH MISSION 
 

This year our Parish Mission will be held from:  
February 13-16, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. evening  

with Rev. Simeon Gallagher, OFM Cap  
Location: in the church 

The theme and daily topics are:  
A Spirituality for Relationships 

 

Monday - Sustaining Good Relationships - Faith 
Tuesday - Communication in Relationships - Prayer 
Wednesday - Breaking Relationships - Sin 
Thursday - Building Better Relationships - Grace 

 

Fr. Simeon Gallagher, OFM Cap., is the Director of the 
Preaching Ministry Office of the Mid-America Province of  
the Capuchin Order. He conducts retreats, parish development 
programs, parish missions and religious education workshops.  
His association with the Emmaus Spirituality Program for 
Priests has gained him an international reputation in conduct-
ing retreats for priests. His work has taken him to Central 
America (El Salvador). He was instrumental in founding  
Emmaus in Great Britain, and he has presented ecumenical 
lectures at the Jean XXIII Centre, Geneva, Switzerland. For 
the past several years, he has worked closely with the US 
Armed Forces at military bases around the world.  
He recently returned from engagements in Asia and Australia. 

The 2023 Bishop's Lenten Appeal  - 
Commitment Weekend 

 

2023 Bishop's Lenten Appeal (BLA):  
"My soul rejoices in the Lord." This weekend 
each household is asked to make a BLA pledge 
or gift. This appeal provides an opportunity to 
unite as a Catholic family to support programs, 
ministries and services helping tens of thousands 
of people. After reflecting upon God's blessings 
to you, please consider a BLA pledge. You may 
complete a pledge card at Mass, mail in your 
pledge, go online to www.arlingtondiocese.org/
BLA or scan the QR code to make a gift.  

 

K of C APPALACHIA COLLECTION LAST UPDATE: 
GOAL MET!! 

                 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  For your tremendous outpour-
ing of support to build Nativity's 25th home for the Creekmore 
Family. We have exceeded our goal of $100,000 and are now at 
$104,943…  and contributions continue to arrive daily.  
Any excess donations will be held in contingency and funds not 
used will carry over for next years' home. 
Donations can still be made either by mail or electronical-
ly. Checks should be made payable to Nativity Catholic Church 
and please annotate that it is for the Appalachia Home Building 
and your church envelope number to facilitate posting to your 
account. Please consider electronic giving if at all possible; Appa-
lachia Home Building is one of the designated charities. If you 
would like to mail your contribution, please send it to Nativity 
Catholic Church, 6400 Nativity Lane, Burke, VA 22015. Please 
email Bob Corsi at bobcorsi@cox.net if you have any questions. 
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Beloved Nativity Family, 
 

Greetings and happy new year! It was wonder-
ful getting to see many of you last Christmas. I 
was profoundly blessed by our Lord to receive 
the opportunity to go on pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land with my classmates from December 27 
through January 6. In summary, getting to walk 
the footsteps of Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the Apostles, and the earliest 
disciples was absolutely life changing for me. The trip was truly 
an experience of renewal, especially as I approach ordination to 
the priesthood in 4 short months!  
 

Two brief highlights from the pilgrimage: getting to see the  
sunrise at the Sea of Galilee and visiting the pit in which Jesus  
was imprisoned the night before His death under the High Priest 
Caiphas' house. I was brought to tears (honestly, throughout the 
entire pilgrimage) witnessing the very sunrise Jesus would have 
seen. It was from the Sea of Galilee that He called His first Apos-
tles, and in this moment I felt as if He were renewing His call for 
me to follow Him with my life. In the pit of his imprisonment, I 
got to proclaim Psalm 88 and reflect on how Jesus willingly chose 
to enter into the darkness of Good Friday -- and therefore chooses 
to enter into the moments of darkness that we encounter ourselves. 
We are never alone and are constantly pursued by a loving God. 
 

In Bethlehem I especially prayed for all of you, Nativity Parish-
ioners, and all of your intentions from the Church of the Nativity 
(attached photo) that is built above the site in which the Savior of 
the World was born that first Christmas day. May the Lord contin-
ue to bless all of you and your loved ones. See you all during Holy 
Week. Please stay in touch!  
 

In Him, Deacon Zinjin Iglesia 

Nativity Widows' Group - "In Mary's Footsteps" 
 

This group is for widows going forward in faith and fellowship  
in a prayerful, positive, supportive and joyful way. We strive to  
follow in our Blessed Mother's footsteps and example of strong 
faith and peace after St. Joseph passed.   
Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 13th at 11:00 am 
in the teachers lounge (different location). Please feel free  
to join us on that day and bring a photo of you and your husband 
on your wedding day. We will also be meeting for dinner at  
Villa Bella restaurant on February 15th. More on that at the  
meeting. For more information, please contact Cat Sands 
at Csands@nativityburke.org. May God bless you! 

On This Date in Nativity History 

25 February 1998 
 

(Our thanks to Jim McDaniel for the material from 
which this note is adapted.)   

On 25 February 1998, Ash Wednesday began Father 
Richard Martin’s second Lenten season as Nativity  
pastor, and he made it memorable by launching the giv-
ing campaign that eventually became Operation Starfish. 
The story began with a late evening stroll by Father 
Richard Martin and his dog, “Pete,” when Father began 
to speculate: What if each family in the parish would 
forego one order of French fries?  What if they would 
subtract one topping from their weekly pizza?   
How much money could they raise to help those in need?  
Fr. Martin couldn’t believe the numbers when he calcu-
lated them: 2,500 families saving just 50 cents a day for 
the 40 days of Lent could donate $50,000 to make a  
difference in the lives of the poor.  What a significant 
result from such an insignificant sacrifice! 
This simple program of sacrifice was far more successful 
than Fr. Martin predicted.  That first year, Nativity pa-
rishioners raised over $67,000!  They decided to use the 
funds to build 27 simple houses in Haiti, the poorest  
nation in the Western Hemisphere, working through the 
international Christian charity, Food For The Poor, Inc. 
The name, “Operation Starfish,” came in the second 
year.  In February 1999, a dozen Nativity parishioners 
accompanied Fr. Martin on a mission trip to Haiti, to see 
for themselves what had been done.  Despite the pro-
gress in the first project, the Nativity parishioners knew 
there was much more to be done.  At a reflection meet-
ing the Virginians spoke of being overwhelmed with the 
scope of the problem.  “How can we possibly make a 
difference?” one asked.  Searching for an answer, Fr. 
Martin told his parishioners the now well-known story of 
the young boy and the starfish.  A parishioner spoke up 
after Fr. Martin finished the story.  “Why don’t we call 
our work ‘Operation Starfish’?” he asked.  Heartened by 
the Starfish story, and renewed by their mission trip, 
Church of the Nativity parishioners recommitted them-
selves to helping the poor, at home as well as in Haiti.  
As of late 2021, Nativity had provided some $7.6 million 
in funding and $2.6 million in goods-in-kind to build 
more than 1,500 homes in Haiti.  The program has now 
expanded far beyond home construction to include 
schools, clinics, deep-sea fishing equipment, scholar-
ships for medical training, and much more.   
The number of people whose lives have been improved 
by Starfish is incalculable but surely runs in the many 
tens of thousands.  

This historical note is the 36th of a weekly Bulletin feature leading  
up to Nativity’s fiftieth anniversary, 11 June 2023. 

Dear Nativity Parishioners 
I am a fellow parishioner and a close friend of mine is in  

urgent need of a kidney transplant.  He is on the Georgetown, 
GW, and UVA hospital transplant lists but is also seeking to 

find a donor directly. He is asking for your prayers and  
anyone interested in donating. Please contact me,  
Michael Nye at nyegye@gmail.com. Thank you! 
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EARLY BIRD TICKETS - FEBRUARY 15th!! 
The auction committee invites you to join us for an evening of 
delicious tapas & cervezas, fun & friendship along with an over-
flowing live and silent auction to help raise funds for Nativity 
Catholic School!  All proceeds will help provide financial assis-
tance for STEM and student enrichment activities such as school 
field trips, scholarships, and other needs which directly impact our 
students’ continued success. Stay for dancing & live music by  
Sol y Rumba!  Early bird tickets ($50) for the auction will go on 
sale starting February 15th!  
 

Visit https://nativityschool.org/auction for sponsorship  
opportunities and donation form. Questions:  

Contact auction@nativityschool.org  

 

Be Renewed: Developing a Deeper Relationship with  
the Holy Spirit - Enhance your Lenten journey 

 

You are invited into a more profound, life-giving relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. This workshop will help lead you to know more of 
God’s presence and power, enabling you to fully live the abundant 
life for which you were created.  
Program includes videos featuring: Fr. Dave Pivonka, President, 
Franciscan University of Steubenville, personal testimonies, small 
group discussions and time for personal reflection. Come and "Be 
Renewed." The workshop is free and will be held Friday, March 24 
from 6:30-9:00pm and Saturday, March 25 from 9:30am-4:00pm 
at St. Mary of Sorrows Parish Center, 5222 Sideburn Road,  
Fairfax. It is hosted by St. Mary’s, Logs of Fire and Nativity’s 
Love is Given prayer groups.  
To register or for more information on making this workshop part 
of your Lenten journey, email your name, email address and phone 
number to logsoffireprayergroup@gmail.com. Come Holy Spirit! 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

"We are God's People"  
1 Peter 2:10 

 
 

 
 

Monday, February 13th 
7:30 am    Special Int. for Sanchia Fernandes 
 

Tuesday, February 14th 
7:30 am † Michael Brensy 
12:00 pm † Joseph Qsborne 
 

Wednesday, February 15th 
7:30 am † Dominick Brugnolotti 

(BHC)  3:00 pm    Special Int. for Fr. Bob Cilinski 
 

Thursday, February 16th 
7:30 am † Carolyn Massone 
12:00 pm † Michael Oates 
 

Friday, February 17th 
7:30 am    Special Int. for Theresa Bresnahan 
 

Saturday, February 18th 
9:00 am  † Kin-Pang Yu 
5:00 pm     Special Int. for Ava Meiwang     
  Bresnahan 
7:00 pm  † Jaime Ruiz 
 

Sunday, February 19th 
7:00 am † Maria Angelica Soriano 
9:00 am † Carlos Alfonso 
11:00 am    Spec. Int. for Victoria Shia's Family 
1:00 pm † Aninyou Aatef Erian Morkos 
5:30 pm  † Aatef Erian Morkos 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 
 

Please note that the current Mass Intentions Calendar  has 
been filled through June 2023. We will open up the second 

part of 2023 (July-December) in June.  

The Nativity Craft Group is in need of  NEW yarn and fabric. 
Please drop off any donations at the parish office or visit: 

https://nativityburke.org/craft-group/ for more information. 
Monetary contributions are accepted as well. Make checks payable 
to Nativity Catholic Church and put “Craft Group” on the memo 
line. Please: no old yarn/fabric from attics or garages, NEW only! 

Rosary Ministry - all rosary makers  
are invited to join us  

 

Join us on February 14th, from 1:00-3:00 PM in the Fr Ready 
Room for our Bead Party.  If you have extra beads bring them. 
There will be sorting and bagging rosaries. The Legion of Mary 
has donated hundreds of beautiful, colorful, faceted beads to be 
made into rosaries. We need your skills!!  
Come and help sort and become a part of this creative and  
fun project. Thank you for any time you can give us  
on February 14th! If you are interested in learning to make mis-
sion rosaries, you may register on the Nativity web site or contact 
us at rosaryminisry@nativityburke.org  
Our next monthly meeting will be on March 14th . We will be 
teaching specialty rosaries - one-decade rosaries and chaplets. 

YOUNG ADULTS 
You're Invited to Serve at Christ House! 

 

This is a great opportunity for fellowship and to put our faith 
into action as we prepare breakfast for the 8 residents who live 
there in a transitional housing program. They love eggs,  
bacons, and pastries!  

 

When:  February 18 at 8:00 am 
Where:  Christ House, 131 S .West Street,  
 Alexandria, VA 22314  

 

Want to learn more: email  
Kathleen at kmerriman001@gmail.com 

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
 

Join us Friday, February 17th at 7:30pm for Eucharistic  
Adoration with Praise and Worship.  

Father Bresnahan will lead us with a short reflection and then 
offer confessions during the hour. Come spend some time face 
to face with our Lord! This will be our last Praise and Worship 

until after Easter, so we hope to see you there! 
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Dear parishioners, 
   

In January we began the sanctuary renovation of our church 
as part of our parish 50th Anniversary celebration. A large screen 
was erected to cover the sanctuary area during the renovation. A 
temporary altar and tabernacle has been placed in front of the 
screen for our prayer and worship. Daily and Sunday Mass will 
continue to be celebrated in the church. The renovation is sched-
uled to be completed by March 11, 2023. 
 

WHAT ARE WE RENOVATING ? 
 

THE SANCTUARY FLOOR: The current sanctuary floor is 
chipped and stained and cannot be restored. There is also an elec-
trical outlet coming out of the steps with red tape as a caution to 
all. The new sanctuary floor will be a cream color marble floor 
with border inlets that will enhance the beauty and safety of the 
altar area.  
 

THE ALTAR: The altar, on which is effected the Sacrifice of the 
Cross made present under sacramental signs, is also the table of 
the Lord to which the People of God gather to participate in the 
Mass, and it also is the center of the thanksgiving that is accom-
plished through the Eucharist. In every church there should be a 
fixed altar. The current altar of wood and stone does not line up 
with the center aisle and has electrical outlets coming out of it in 
the back. Since we are now going to have a marble floor, the new 
altar will be built with a dignified cherry stain wood and marble 
inlets to coordinate with the new marble floor. It will contain rel-
ics of various saints.  
. 

THE AMBO: The current ambo (pulpit) will be replaced by a 
cherry wood stain and marble ambo. The design of the new ambo 
will match the altar as a way of expressing the unity of the Word 
of God in the Scripture and the Word of God in the Eucharist. 
There is also a practical motivation for the design of the new pul-
pit. The current ambo provides little room for the lectionary and 
homily notes. We also must carry a step stool to the ambo when 
our children are reading. The renovated ambo will have a shelf for 
liturgical books and a step installed that can be pulled out when 
needed by a lector.  
 

THE TABERNACLE: A principal feature of the renovation is the 
moving of the tabernacle to the center of the sanctuary underneath  
the Crucifix. This design placement calls attention to the centrality 
of the Eucharist in our faith. As Pope John Paull II said,  
"We are the Church of the Eucharist."  Visually when you walk 
into the church, your eyes will be drawn to the Altar, Tabernacle 
and Crucifix in unity on the same axis in the center. These liturgi-
cal sacred items will be architecturally what they are spiritually, 
the axis of our lives.  
 

PRESIDERS CHAIR:  Another liturgical change after the Second 
Vatican Council was the use of the  Presiders Chair for the  
principal prayers of the Mass. As such, we have designed a chair 
that fits the overall design of the sanctuary. It will be placed on the  
side wall where the current tabernacle is located. New chairs for 
the deacon and altar servers are being made. The current chairs  
are over 30 years old, have served us well, but are in need of an 
upgrade.  

 

MOSAIC PANELS: We are adding seven mosaic panels on 
the right side of the church behind the choir section to echo the 
seven stained glass windows on the left. These mosaic panels 
will depict the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy, beautifully 
displaying Christ's command to care for those in need, a char-
ism of Nativity parish. This will highlight the scripture from 
Matthew 25 when Jesus describes how we will be judged. It 
will be a teaching reminder to any who say: "If its not on the 
final exam, I don't want to study it."  Pope Francis has called 
us "to be a church for the poor."  These seven mosaics will 
also provide a balance visually in the church....  
and in our lives.  
 

The cost of this renovation is $640,000. To date, through the 
generosity of parishioners, we have raised over half that 
amount. More are considering a pledge or using our monthly 
building envelope. If you would like to help contribute, please 
go to our parish website or call the parish office. 
 
 

Blessings,  

 
 

Fr. Bob Cilinski,  
Pastor 

JOIN THE NATIVITY EXTENDED CARE TEAM 
Love working with Children? Creative with fingerpaint?  

Like to sift sand? The following qualifications are  
necessary: 

 

• A LOVE of children and a ‘Can-Do’ Attitude 

• Afternoon availability, 2:30pm-6:00pm 

• Diocesan compliance to work with kids 

• Adhere to COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
 

To apply, please contact: Jen Behan, Director at  
jbehan@nativityschool.org 

Teach English at St. Bernadette School!  
Looking for ways to help the community? Give the gift of  

English! We can train you, and all curriculum and resources  
are provided. Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington – 
Education and Workforce Development is currently seeking 
volunteer ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) 

teachers, substitutes and assistants for the upcoming semester. 
We offer four levels of English instruction. Classes are held 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00pm-9:00pm.  
You only need to teach once or twice per week.  

No previous experience nor second language required!  
If interested, please email volunteer.hogar@ccda.net  

or call (571) 208-1572 

NEED TO TALK? 
Catholic Charities provides quality mental health services &  

counselors grounded in a Catholic understanding of the  
human person. “Nativity’s Counselor” Ms. Marguerite Turner, 
MS, LPC is back at Nativity counseling clients in-person and 

is available on Thursdays from 10:00am-6:00pm to talk  
with any parishioners who may be struggling.  

To set up an appointment, please contact Marguerite at  
703-454-2415 or mmturner@ccda.net. 
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Linktree Universal Sign-up Link: Want to volunteer for an 
event? All event sign-ups can be done through the following link.   
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992 Event leads can also fill 
out a form to announce an event, and file an After Action Report 
through the link. 
Food for Others: We need volunteers drivers for food distribu-
tions to the poor. If you have a truck or van and can occasionally 
help deliver to Springfield Friday evenings contact Br. Matt  
Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com.                          
Charity Art Auction: Help set up for and clean up after the  
11 February Auction. Sign up on the linktree. BUY TICKETS on 
the linktree! Contact Tom Savage at tomkc7992@gmail.com.                                                                   
Lenten Fish Fry: First fish fry of the season will be in the  
Nativity Cafeteria on 24 February. Sign up to help within ticket 
sales and the event on the linktree. There is limited seating, so 
reserve your seating time on the linktree.                            
Retirement Strategies Webinar: Join us for an informative 
online presentation by award-winning author, financial thought 
leader, and brother Knight Joe Jordan. Feb 23, 2023 at 07:00 PM. 
Sign up on the linktree.                              
Catholic Financial Planning Seminar: All parishioners are  
invited to attend this event by the Abbate Agency on February 28, 
7:30 p.m. in the Quinn Room at Holy Spirit School, 8800  
Braddock Road. Register on the linktree.       
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance: Parish-wide event back after  
3 year hiatus on 18 March! Contact Br. Pat Bradshaw at  
pbradshaw2@verizon.net to help.                                                                                                                                                    
Yard Sale: We need area leads and assistant leads to commit to 
supporting the collection period as well as the date of the sale  
June 15-24th. You don’t have to be a Knight to help. Sign up on 
the linktree.                                                                                                                     
Name Tags: Email Warden Michael Bender at  
michaelbambender@hotmail.com to order.                                   
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and 
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. Volunteer on the  
linktree.                                                                                                                                                      
Handy Knights Ministry: If you are unable to perform basic 
maintenance tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or 
other factors, call the “Handy Knights.” You can reach us at  
handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.               
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need  
of assistance: Brothers and the families of living and deceased  
brothers in need of a helping hand, contact Br. John Landy at  
navyy8@yahoo.com.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international 
Order of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 
our families, serve others and defend values in a busy changing 
world.  Join today! Simply go to https://info.kofc.org/us.html and 
enter our council #7992 for local information and to register.  
E-membership for the first year is free using the new code 
“blessedmcgivney”.  Please email our Deputy Grand Knight at 
PMDELATTE@gmail.com or the Grand Knight at 
tjsgk7992@gmail.com if you’have any questions.                                                                                                       
Council Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. Rosary at 7:15 PM; 
meeting follows at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows every meeting. 
Meetings are in the Nativity school cafeteria. The second meeting 
of the month is devoted to faith formation including video/
discussion series and guest speakers.                                                                                                                                                                

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 

 

33 DAYS CONCECRATION 
 

Join us for a small group retreat. 33 Days to 
Merciful Love begins 8 March 2023. This 
promises to be an enriching 6-week Lenten 
program with consecration on Divine Mercy 
Sunday. We follow the book -33 Days to 
Merciful Love: A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in 
Preparation for Consecration to Divine  
Mercy by Fr. Michael Gaitley. Each person 
purchases their own book (Amazon,  
Thriftbooks or Shop Mercy.com). 

 

Journey into the heart of St Therese of Lisieux’s Little Way 
with your fellow parishioners. Learn through the example of St 
Therese’s life and her desire to be a saint, as you gain a greater 
understanding of God’s Merciful love. Fr. Gaitley hones in on 
St Therese’s spirituality and connects it with Divine Mercy. 
Whether you want to deepen your love of Divine Mercy or to 
deepen your devotion to St Therese you are encouraged to join 
us. All meetings are via Zoom on Wednesday evenings from 
7:45 PM  to 9 PM. Registration is now open on the Nativity 
website: https://nativityburke.org/33-days/#register or contact 
Steve at 33dayconsecration@nativityburke.org. 

 

AUCTION ITEM OF THE WEEK 
 

 
When school is out, STEM is in! Code Ninja camps offer an 
immersive environment for kids to explore and develop new 
skills, gain confidence and have fun with friends! Attend a 
summer STEM half-day camp at Code Ninja. Camp topics 
include coding, game-building, animation, Minecraft®, Rob-
lox, 3D modeling & printing, Becoming a YouTuber, LEGO® 
Robotics, and more.  This item, as well as other camps, will be 
available at the Auction! This item, as well as other camps, 
will be available at the Auction! 

 

   Sick / Homebound Visits 
 

 

Are you or someone you know sick and/or homebound for  
any reason? We can arrange home visits from the parish and  
provide prayer and the sacraments. We would love to bring 

God’s Grace and Peace to anyone in difficult times.  
Please contact Cat Sands, Pastoral Minister, at 
csands@nativityburke.org to schedule a visit. 

A message from Nativity Creation Care Ministry 
 

WE NEED YOU! Your Nativity Creation Care  
Ministry has more ideas than volunteers! Do you have 
interests related to caring for God’s creation? Teaching,  
writing, advocating, gardening, repairing, organizing, hosting 
or promoting; working with kids, teens, adults; interest in  
native plants, fair trade, climate change, nature, waste manage-
ment, composting, water use, environmental justice, solar, 
plant based eating and so much more? Whether you would like 
to work on just one project or participate in one event or have 
greater ambitions to adopt Creation Care as your parish minis-
try, we would love to hear from you! Please contact Kim and 
George Young at nativitycreationcare@gmail.com or  
703-969-6303. Pope Francis calls each of us to live Laudato Si 
and we have a place for you to make a difference!   
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Catholic Schools Week 2023 At-A-Glance 
Catholic Schools Week 2023 was a faith-filled, fun-filled,  

worthy, and wondrous week for all of us! 
 

It all began the last Sunday in January, with 9 a.m. Mass followed 
by an Open House at our school.  We met so many new people! 
Thank you to all of you for taking the time to stop by to see how 
your child would spend his/her days here with us. 

 

On Monday, we began with a Vocations 
presentation by Father Bob and his Religious 
Team, each of them – the Sisters, Father Bob, 
and Father Bresnahan, describing to us how 
each found the way to God.  

 

Right after, our Eighth Graders hosted local Seniors at a Bingo 
event, offering prizes, food, and fun. Later that afternoon, a  
Middle School Spelling Bee was held. The winners? Earning First 
Place: Sixth Grader Isabella Paluzsay. Runner-Up: Eighth Grader 
Lillian Foley. Congratulations! 
 

Tuesday we focused on our parents. We hosted them for breakfast 
during first period, gifted our parents with personal letters of  
gratitude, and greeted them as they joined us in our classrooms  
to visit.  
 

A teacher dress-down day on Wednesday topped off 
a wonderful luncheon prepared by the second- and 
eighth-grade parents for the teachers as we focused 

our attention on them. Our teachers also each 
received a new Nativity hoodie to wear on their next 

dress-down day. 
 

On our 100th Day of School – Thursday – we honored our  
country’s heroes. Our Second and Fourth Graders, led by their 
teachers Mrs. Basselgia and Ms. Fetzer, introduced our panel of 
military and medical personnel – all Nativity parents – with an 
inspirational display of elementary school pomp and circum-
stance. Singing and dancing to Lee  

 

Greenwood’s “God Bless the USA,” our 
young performers mesmerized the audience, 
bringing smiles to everyone. Our special 
guests then spoke to us about how each  
discovered their life’s work. We learned a lot! 

 

On Friday, our students – the reason why we are 
all here – prepared the Mass. After receiving  
St. Blaise’s Blessing of the Throat and present-
ing the virtue awards, we shared a special lunch 
with our buddies (Many thanks to Mrs. Sidebottom 
& her team). Grades K-2 spent an afternoon of fun 
in their classrooms (more details to come soon!), 
while all the Fourth through Eighth Graders gath-
ered to work on a service project together. Splitting into small 
groups to measure, cut, and tie cozy blankets from large pieces of 
fleece, the older students spent the afternoon working together. 
The finished blankets will be donated to Project Linus. 

 

That ends a busy week of celebration within a Catholic school 
community where our Pastor, Father Bob Cilinski, says  

“Every child is loved.” 

 

nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL     
A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The Prayer Shawl meeting for this month will be  
held on Monday morning, February 13th at 9:30am  

in the Fr. Ready room. All are welcome! 

Struggling with addiction in the family?  
Both the afflicted and affected don't need to be alone. There are 
many resources available including AA, NA, Alanon, Calix and a 

diocesan chaplain. Call the HELPLINE (970) 989-2670) for  
support. This is NOT LIMITED to addicts, anybody that would 

like  to speak with a priest or a friend in Christ May call! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The next Mariam Homes shredding event will take place on  

Saturday, March 25, 2023. More information to follow! 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
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PAPAL BLESSING PARCHMENTS 
 

The gift of an Apostolic Blessing, formally inscribed on  
parchment and sent from Rome, is a traditional means of  
marking milestone events such as wedding anniversaries,  
baptisms, first communions, confirmations and significant  

birthdays. These parchments are produced by the Holy See’s 
Office of Papal Charities, or Elemosineria Apostolica, which is 
charged with exercising charity to the poor in the name of the 

Holy Father. Since the time of Pope Leo XIII, the production of 
these parchments has served as an important means of funding 

charitable works. Papal Blessing Parchments may now be  
ordered online directly from the Elemosineria Apostolica using 

their website, elemosineria.va/papal-blessing-parchments. 
A number of beautiful formats are available  

for each type of event. 

The Stella Marina, Operation Starfish project is collecting new and 
gently used Pack ‘n Plays for moms in Haiti to use for their babies 
and young children. The collection runs year round. Feel free to 

contact Susan at swelchparis@stellamarina.org to  
coordinate pick-up or leave in the parish office 

marked Stella Marina.  
Please visit https://nativityburke.org/packnplay-needed/ 

 

CBN SOCIAL HOUR 
 

The Prince William Chapter of the Catholic Business Network 
of Northern Virginia invites YOU to attend our February  
Social Hour on Thursday,  
February 16 at Three Monk’s Pub & Chophouse (9329 Main 
Street, Old Town Manassas) from 5:30-7:00 PM. Join us for a 
relaxing social hour, network with someone new, and  
strengthen our shared Catholic professional community.  

 

Registration is only $25, and includes 
appetizers and a chance to win in our 
raffle. Bring a raffle item to show off 
your business! Register on the  
CBN-NOVA website at:  
 

https://www.cbnnova.org/event-5078721 

Mass for World Marriage Sunday 
Married couples are invited to attend the Mass for World Marriage 

Sunday at St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church in Fairfax on  
Saturday, February 25, 2023 at 5 p.m., celebrated by the Most  
Reverend, Michael F. Burbidge. There will be a dinner directly 

following the Mass for the first 100 couples who RSVP. Register 
at arlingtondiocese.org/wms. To learn more, call the Office of  

Marriage, Family and Respect Life at (703) 841-2550. 
 

Please let Jennifer know if you are attending, we have Nativity 
MEM couples that would like to sit together---look for  

Jennifer and Mark.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS Donated by  
 

Barbara and Stan Zagalak 
In Loving Memory of 
Imogene Albrecht 

 

NO HANDS BUT YOURS MINISTRY 
 

No Hands But Yours is an original Nativity Ministry doing God’s 
work by serving those less fortunate members of His flock. We 
work distributing food, clothing, and personal items to the poor 
and homeless in DC (McPherson Square and tent encampments) 
and northern VA every Sunday morning, rain or shine. We also 
have weekly trips into designated areas bringing Panera bread 
donations along with help from local food banks. Through the 
blessings of God, we have grown through our Nativity community 
and continue to do so. For more details you can visit the Nativity 
Parish website and under the Ministry tab, select No Hands But 
Yours. We also have a Signup Genius where you can access spe-
cifics along with our schedule where you can volunteer to assist.  
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4AAFAC22A1FA7-
nohands1). Families are also welcomed! If you have interest in 
learning more and would like to participate in daily/Sunday runs, 
please contact John Rubino at(john.albert.rubino@gmail.com). 
Thank you all for helping the needy. And remember 
always, that 

 

“Christ has no body now but yours, no hands but 
yours, no feet but yours…” 

Teaching Opportunities in the Diocese 
Explore teaching opportunities  in one of the 37 elementary or  

4 high schools serving 17,000 students in the 13 cities and  
counties in our diocese.  Our schools are seeking highly-

qualified, faith-filled and dynamic professionals. 
Find the perfect opportunity. https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/

human-resources/employment-opportunities/ 

Sorrowful Mysteries Silent Retreat for Women 
As we prepare for Holy Week, join Fr. Noah Morey for a walk 
through of the Sorrowful Mysteries with a glimpse of the joy 
and glory on Sunday as we celebrate the Annunciation -- for 

Our Lady of Sorrows is also the cause of our joy. Retreat dates 
are Friday-Sunday, March 24-26. For further information visit 

our web page (www.arlingtondiocese.org/retreat-events).  
To register, please contact Deacon Mark Maines 

at mark.maines@arlingtondiocese.org. 
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Give a Gift for Life  

Please give a Gift for Life this season to help Project Rachel  
provide counseling and healing retreats to those who suffer the 

effects of abortion. One after-abortion care retreatant wrote:  
“I would have NEVER had the courage to show my face at this 

[abortion healing] retreat… God works in mysterious ways and by 
His grace, I found the courage to step forward in my faith.  

I am so grateful that this ministry exists and was there for me…
without judgement when I was ready to tackle the deep-rooted pain 
in my heart. I am forever grateful!” For more information and/or to 

donate: www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife 

Love Is Given Prayer Group 
Please join us every Thursday evening from 7:00PM-8:30 PM for  

an evening of prayer, praise and community. We meet each week in 
the Fr. Ready room. Come in through the school  

entrance, first room on your left. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Love working with children? Want flexibility? 
Consider becoming a Lunch/Recess Monitor  

at Nativity School … 
 

 Part-Time Lunch/Recess Help Needed from  
Monday - Friday, Approx. 10:30 am - 1:30 pm 

 

We are in need of responsible adults with the following mini-
mum qualifications to monitor children while eating lunch and 
at recess: 

 

• Ability to follow directions and communicate effectively. 

• Proficiency in maintaining control in a group environment. 

• Successful completion of Virtus training. 

• Successful background check. 

• Adherence to COVID-19 Safety Protocols. 
 

To apply, email Rich Godwin at rgodwin@nativityschool.org,  
or call him at (703) 455-2300, ext.146. Thank you! 

 

Preventing Homelessness in Fairfax County…. 
 

Family PASS provides intensive case management to address 
the underlying challenges that lead to homelessness: wage  
disparity and lack of affordable housing in Fairfax County.  
Our clients are working families who struggle to keep a roof 
over their heads due to low wages and high housing costs.   
As needed, we provide emergency rental assistance to avoid  
eviction, and then work with families to develop educational/
career goals that would lead to a living wage. We also work 
with clients on the following: budget counseling and connect-
ing them to community resources, assist with educational  
expenses, including tuition, books, technology, etc. assist with 
utilities, childcare, transportation, and some debt reduction, as 
it relates to families being able to work, achieving their goals, 
and stabilizing their family. 
 

To learn more or to donate, visit our website 
www.familypassfairfax.org 
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2023 Petición Cuaresmal  
del Obispo de 2023 

 

Este fin de semana se solicita a cada 
familia que haga una promesa de con-
tribución o una ofrenda a la Petición 
Cuaresmal Del Obispo. Esta petición 
nos ofrece la oportunidad de unirnos 
como familia católica para apoyar los 
programas, ministerios y servicios de 
ayuda a decenas de miles de personas. 
Después de reflexionar sobre las ben-
diciones recibidas de Dios, piensen en 
hacer una promesa de contribución a 
la Petición Cuaresmal Del Obispo. 
Pueden esa promesa al llenar la tarjeta 
distribuida durante la Misa, enviar la 
tarjeta por correo postal, hacer la 
promesa en línea 
en www.arlingtondiocese.org/BLA o 
escanear el código QR indicado con-
tinuación para hacer una ofrenda. 
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