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REFLECTION 

 

The Lord commanded the people to be holy, “For I the LORD 
your God am holy” (Lv 19:2). The essential ingredients of    
holiness are love, mercy, kindness, and compassion. For exam-
ple, we can admonish people if we are offended by their actions, 
but we cannot take any sort of revenge. God doesn’t deal with 
us this way, and neither should we deal with each other this 
way. 

Paul reminds us that the spirit of God dwells in us in the same 
way that God dwells in the most sacred place of the temple. If 
the temple of God is holy, how much more holy are we? This 
should give us no cause to boast but make us all the more    
humble. 

Jesus shows us that the way of love is non-retaliation and non-
violence. In a world trapped in an endless cycle of “an eye for 
an eye” (Mt 5:38), Jesus asks us to forgo vengeance. Instead, he 
tells us, we should place no limits on love. We should not make 
a pretense of holiness but be transformed by the holiness of 
God. 

For Reflection - Do I bear God’s love even to my enemies? Do 
I pray for those who harass or maltreat me? 

Congratulations to the Kansas City Chiefs for winning the    
Superbowl! 

Love and Blessings, 

 

Fr. Bob Cilinski, Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

The 2023 Bishop's Lenten Appeal  
 
 

2023 Bishop's Lenten Appeal (BLA):  
"My soul rejoices in the Lord." is under-
way. Last weekend each household was asked to 
make a BLA pledge or gift. This appeal provides 
an opportunity to unite as a Catholic family to 
support programs, ministries and services helping 
tens of thousands of people. After reflecting upon 
God's blessings to you, please consider a BLA 
pledge. You may mail in your pledge, go online 
to www.arlingtondiocese.org/BLA or scan the 
QR code to make a gift. Thank you! 

In Observance of Presidents’ Day  
the Parish Office  

will be closed all day  
on Monday, February 20th 

 

On behalf of the St. Lucy Team of the Father 
Sikora Council Knights of Columbus:  

Thank You for your wonderful generosity!!!  
 

In the St. Lucy Food Drive, you donated 
14,484 lbs of food and more than $5,600 which 
will make a big difference in the lives of many  
families in the Diocese!  
The next St. Lucy “Drive-By/Drop-Off” Food 
Drive will take place in June 2023.   
Please look for us then and consider donating! 
And again, Thank You!!! 
 

Your donations filling up the large St. Lucy Truck. 
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On This Date in Nativity History 

October 1, 2018 
 

On October 1, 2018, Nativity parishioner Staff Sergeant 
Ronald Shurer of the United States Army was awarded 
the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest military award 
for valor above and beyond the call of duty. The award 
was presented to Sergeant Shurer by President Donald J. 
Trump in a ceremony at the White House attended by 
about 250, including Nativity Pastor Father Bob Cilinski. 

Staff Sergeant Shurer was recognized for “conspicuous     
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life” during a  
combat engagement in Afghanistan’s Shok Valley on 
April 6, 2008. As the senior medic for a Special Forces 
Team, Staff Sergeant Shurer was called upon to go to the 
aid of a number of wounded Special Forces troops. Staff 
Sergeant Shurer was under fire from enemy forces for 
more than hour and was himself wounded. He repeatedly 
moved through enemy fire and over extremely rough and 
mountainous terrain to rescue and treat five wounded 
American troops and then to move them to safety, often 
shielding them with his own body during the evacuation.  

Staff Sergeant Shurer was born in Alaska in 1978 and 
spent his youth in Washington State where both his par-
ents were stationed at McChord Air Force Base near 
Tacoma. In 2001, he graduated from Washington State 
University with a degree in business administration.  
Following the terrorist attacks on 9/11, Staff Sergeant 
Shurer enlisted in the U.S. Army and trained to be a  
Special Forces medic. He was deployed to Afghanistan 
with the 3rd Special Forces Group from November 2007 
to May 2008 in Operation Enduring Freedom. After he 
left the Army in 2009, Staff Sergeant Shurer began a 
career with the Secret Service. He was diagnosed with 
lung cancer in 2017 and died May 14, 2020, at Washing-
ton’s Sibley Memorial Hospital. He was survived by his 
wife, Miranda, and sons Cameron and Tyler, seen in the 
photo below with President Trump and Vice President 
Mike Pence. 

Staff Sergeant Ron Shurer’s funeral Mass was held at 
Nativity October 27, 2020.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This historical note is the 37th of a weekly Bulletin feature leading  
up to Nativity’s fiftieth anniversary, 11 June 2023. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The Altar Flower Book for 2023 is open with many dates  

available. This is a thoughtful way to honor a loved one, living or 
deceased. If you are interested, please stop by the parish office to 
sign up. You can now also go online and reserve flowers on our 

website at: https://nativityburke.org/altar-flowers/. 

THIS 

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
Join us Friday, February 17th at 7:30pm for  

Eucharistic Adoration with Praise and Worship.  
Father Bresnahan will lead us with a short reflection and then 
offer confessions during the hour. Come spend some time face 
to face with our Lord! This will be our last Praise and Worship 

until after Easter, so we hope to see you there! 

PARISH RETREAT AT LOYOLA 
Men’s Retreat, March 17th-19th  

Women’s Retreat, March 10th- 12th  
Renew your spirit during Lent with a retreat at the Loyola Retreat 
House in southern Maryland. This year’s retreat theme is: “If To-
day You Hear God’s Voice.” To reserve your room, call Loyola at 
301-392-0800. The suggested offering for the weekend is $245.  
($195 for first timers or young adults under age 35).      
You can review the retreat schedule and also reserve a room 
online at www.loyolaonthepotomac.com. Take some time to 
“Come Away and Rest Awhile” and spend a some prime time  
during Lent with God. 
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The Seven Sisters Apostolate  
 

The Seven Sisters Apostolate is a call for women to strengthen 
the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed each day  
of the week for the sole intention of our parish priests. It is a 
“holy wasting” or “lavishing of prayer” for their deeper  
conformity to Christ.  
 

This apostolate is relatively new, having started in 2010 in 
Minnesota by Janette Howe. During a walk one day, it  
occurred to Janette that the very least she might do in gratitude 
for her priests’ ever-generous pastoral care would be to offer a 
Holy Hour once a week for him. The rest is history! Learn 
more at sevensistersapostolate.org. 
 

Last year, this Apostolate came to Nativity, and now we have 
Seven Sisters Apostolate prayer teams praying for Father Bob, 
Father Hayes, Father Bresnahan, and Father Wilson every day 
of the week! We also have a list of substitutes who are willing 
to offer a Holy Hour when called upon. 
 

We will renew our commitment this summer, near the Feast  
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We need a few more women to 
fill openings and be on the substitute list. It is simply just one 
hour a week, anytime during your day, an hour to spend with 
our Lord for your priest. The most ideal place to pray your 
Holy Hour is before the Blessed Sacrament exposed during 
Eucharistic Adoration, or before the Tabernacle at any  
Catholic Church is also fine. Contact Linda Loffredo at  
lindaloffredo@gmail.com for more information. 

JOIN THE NATIVITY SCHOOL STAFF!  
 

Consider joining our School Staff as part of our Extended Care 
Team to help us provide After-School Care by contacting our  

Extended Care Director, Mrs. Jen Behan at (703) 455-2300, or  
jbehan@nativityschool.org.  

  

To assist us as a Lunch/Recess Monitor, or Substitute Teacher, 
please contact Rich Godwin at (703) 455-2300, or  

rgodwin@nativityschool.org. 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance 
 

Come join the Knights of Columbus for the tradition-
al celebration of the Patron Saint of Ireland at our 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance to be held in 
 

 the Father Martin Center at 6:30 PM on  
Saturday, March 18, 2023 

 

It is always a great evening of dining, dancing and entertainment. 
There will be a bag piper playing original Irish tunes, music for 
listening and dancing provided by a D.J. Bring your friends and 
reserve a table for 8 or 10 or meet fellow parishioners through 
designated seating.  
 

You will enjoy the best corned beef dinner in town  
for $35 per ticket. Children 12 and under tickets for 
$15. Tickets will be sold on line via Eventbright.  
Scan the code for tickets. This event usually sells  
out so please get your tickets early!  
 

 

Young Adult Opportunity  
 

Young Adults, join the Common Home Corps and be a part  
of our diocese’s commitment to preserve the integrity of  
God’s Creation! The Corps is a year-long leadership and  
formation program sponsored by the Catholic Climate Cove-
nant. Participating young adults ages 18-39 will learn about 
Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, and 
learn how to work within our diocese to engage other young 
adults to pray, learn and participate in helping the Church to 
live its environmental teaching concretely. 
Learn more here:  
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/YYA. Apply by 
February 28. Participants will receive: 

• A week-long all-expenses-paid training at Loyola University 
Chicago, Thursday, June15 through Monday, June 19, 2023. 

• Ongoing support from the Catholic Climate Covenant. 

• A $3000 stipend for the year. 

• A unique opportunity to help lead the effort to make the  
vision of Laudato Si’ a reality in our diocese. 

 

Make a difference with the Common Home Corps! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Preserving the Dignity of Life:  
Combatting Human Trafficking 

Saturday, March 11, 2023 
Nativity Catholic Church, Burke 

Presented by the Diocese of Arlington Peace and Justice  
Conference with Most Rev. Michael F. Burbidge 

Bishop of Arlington and William Woolf 
Founder, Anti-Trafficking International and  

the Just Ask Prevention Project 
 

 5:00 p.m. - Mass and Consecration of the new Altar 
                   Bishop Burbidge celebrant 

 6:30 p.m. - Dinner 

 7:15 p.m. - Talk 

 8:15 p.m. - Q&A 
 

Human trafficking is the second largest criminal enterprise in the 
world - and it is increasing at an exponential rate. More than half 
of the victims of human trafficking are minors. Northern Virginia 
and the Washington Metropolitan area have among the largest 
number of cases of human trafficking in the U.S. 
 

Find out how you can recognize signs of human trafficking hap-
pening in our communities and help stop this assault on human 
dignity. 
 

“People think of human trafficking as kids being kidnapped, kids 
disappearing. Ninety percent of the kids being trafficked live at 

home, sleep in their own beds and go to school every day.”  
- Bill Woolf 

 

For details and to register: https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/
events/2023/peace-and-justice-conference/ 
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EARLY BIRD TICKETS - FEBRUARY 15th!! 
The auction committee invites you to join us for an evening of 
delicious tapas & cervezas, fun & friendship along with an over-
flowing live and silent auction to help raise funds for Nativity 
Catholic School!  All proceeds will help provide financial assis-
tance for STEM and student enrichment activities such as school 
field trips, scholarships, and other needs which directly impact our 
students’ continued success. Stay for dancing & live music by  
Sol y Rumba!  Early bird tickets ($50) for the auction went on sale 
February 15th!  
 

Visit https://nativityschool.org/auction for sponsorship  
opportunities and donation form. Questions:  

Contact auction@nativityschool.org  

 

Be Renewed: Developing a Deeper Relationship with  
the Holy Spirit - Enhance your Lenten journey 

 

You are invited into a more profound, life-giving relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. This workshop will help lead you to know more of 
God’s presence and power, enabling you to fully live the abundant 
life for which you were created.  
Program includes videos featuring: Fr. Dave Pivonka, President, 
Franciscan University of Steubenville, personal testimonies, small 
group discussions and time for personal reflection. Come and "Be 
Renewed." The workshop is free and will be held Friday, March 24 
from 6:30-9:00pm and Saturday, March 25 from 9:30am-4:00pm 
at St. Mary of Sorrows Parish Center, 5222 Sideburn Road,  
Fairfax. It is hosted by St. Mary’s, Logs of Fire and Nativity’s 
Love is Given prayer groups.  
To register or for more information on making this workshop part 
of your Lenten journey, email your name, email address and phone 
number to logsoffireprayergroup@gmail.com. Come Holy Spirit! 

Collection For the Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
Ash Wednesday, February 22nd 

“After night, there comes day… After darkness, there comes 
light, just as after death there comes resurrection.”  

- Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk 
 

On February 24, Russia initiated military action against 
Ukraine with attacks throughout the country. Archbishop of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Kyiv, Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, appeals to the faithful in Ukraine and around the 
world. In his appeal for prayers for the peace and safety of the 
Ukrainian people, he reminds us to place hope in Christ, that 
“after night, there comes day…After darkness, there comes 
light, just as after death there comes resurrection.” The 
Church in Ukraine is helping to share and foster this hope even 
amidst this violence. Though curfews keep the faithful from 
gathering in churches, “the Church will come to the people” 
by continuing to celebrate liturgy and provide the Sacraments 
in bomb shelters and underground stations. Pope Francis has 
called upon the Universal Church to pray and fast especially 
for peace in Ukraine on Ash Wednesday, March 2. Catholics 
in the US can also show their solidarity by participating in the 
annual Collection for the Church in Central Eastern Europe. 
The collection will help the Church in Ukraine bring the light 
of Christ to the faithful affected by the darkness of war,  
violence, and loss of families and homes and provide other 
essential funding in the region. Your support of this collection 
is a tangible way of assisting the Church’s response and  
outreach to those affected and displaced by the violence.  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

"We are God's People"  
1 Peter 2:10 

 
 

Monday, February 20th 
7:30 am     Special Int. for Bernard & Theresa 
      Bresnahan 
 

Tuesday, February 21st 
7:30 am † Columba Pedro & Rocky Monteron 
12:00 pm † Michael Horvat 
 

Wednesday, February 22nd 
6:00 am † John Hayes 
7:30 am † Ann Woo 
9:00 am  † John J. Girolami 

10:00 am  †  Special Intention for Jacqueline & Family 
(Heatherwood Retirement Home) 

12:00 pm † James McHale Noone 
4:00 pm † John Rowley 
6:00 pm † Ines Llano 
8:00 pm † Joey Wheeler 
 

Thursday, February 23rd 
7:30 am     Special Intention 
12:00 pm     Special Int. for the High Family 
 

Friday, February 24th 
7:30 am    Special Int. for Lottie Buhain 
 

Saturday, February 25th 
9:00 am    Parishioners 
5:00 pm † Alice Brown 
7:00 pm † Ricardo Jaramillo 
 

Sunday, February 26th 
7:00 am † Frank Klimkos 
9:00 am † Aninyou Morkos 
11:00 am † Michael & Maria Simko 
1:00 pm    Special Int. for Tony & Kathy Wolf 
5:30 pm † John Rowley 

 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 
Please note that the current Mass Intentions Calendar has 

been filled through June 2023. We will open up the  
second part of 2023 (July-December) in June.  

Women’s Cursillo! The next women’s Cursillo 
weekend will be held at Missionhurst in Arlington 

from Thursday, April 20 – Sunday, April 23 
 

Cursillo (pronounced Cur-see-yo) is a movement of the 
Church that provides an opportunity to experience God’s love 
within a community of joyful fun and supportive prayer.  
The weekend is designed to promote Catholic ideals, fellow-
ship, and spiritual growth in daily living. We’d love to have 
you join us!!  
For more information, please contact Laura Laverdiere at 
lauralaverdiere@msn.com. There are also Cursillo information 
cards in the information rack in the narthex. Applications, and 
more information are available online at  
https://arlingtoncursillo.org/weekend-archives/ 
(The next men’s weekend will also be held at Missionhurst 
from Thursday, September 21 through Sunday September 24). 
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Linktree Universal Sign-up Link: Want to volunteer for an 
event? https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992 
Donut Sunday: Stop by after the 7:00, 9:00, 11:00AM Mass this 
weekend to help with Donut Sunday and Recruiting. 
Lenten Fish Fry: First fish fry of the season will be in the  
Nativity Cafeteria on 24 February. Sign up to help within 
ticket sales and the event on the linktree. There is limited seating, 
so reserve your seating time on the linktree. 
Retirement Strategies Webinar: Join us for an informative 
online presentation by award-winning author, financial 
thought leader, and brother Knight Joe Jordan. Feb 23, 2023 at 
7:00 PM. Sign up on the linktree. 
Catholic Financial Planning Seminar: All parishoners are  
invited to attend this event by the Abbate Agency on February 28, 
7:30 p.m. in the Quinn Room at Holy Spirit School, 8800  
Braddock Road. Register on the linktree. 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance: Parish-wide event back after  
3 year hiatus on 18 March! The next planning meeting is Feb 27 at  
7:00 pm in the Church Conference Room. Contact Br. Pat  
Bradshaw at pbradshaw2@verizon.net to help.  
40 Days for Life: Fall Campaign is February 22-April 2. We will 
be peacefully praying the pro-life Rosary in front of the Falls 
Church abortion facility at 900 S. Washington St, Falls Church. 
Join us for Nativity’s all-day vigil from 7:00am -7:00pm, Friday, 
March 31. Please contact Br. Rick at rickloffredo@outlook.com 
for more details. 
Food for Others: We need volunteers drivers for food distribu-
tions to the poor. If you have a truck or van and can occasionally 
help deliver to Springfield on Friday evenings contact Br. Matt 
Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. 
Yard Sale: We need area leads and assistant leads to commit to 
supporting the collection period as well as the date of the sale  
June 15-24th. You don’t have to be a Knight to help. Sign up on 
the linktree. 
Name Tags: Email Warden Michael Bender at michaelbam-
bender@hotmail.com to order. 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and 
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. Volunteer on the  
linktree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: If you are unable to perform basic 
maintenance tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or 
other factors, call the “Handy Knights.” You can reach us at  
handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com. 
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need of 
assistance: Brothers and the families of living and deceased  
brothers in need of a helping hand, contact Br. John Landy at  
navyy8@yahoo.com. 
Join the Knights!  The Knights of Columbus is an international 
Order of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 
our families, serve others and defend values in a busy changing 
world. Join today! Simply go to https://info.kofc.org/us.html and 
enter our council #7992 for local information and to register.  
E-membership for the first year is free using the new code 
“blessedmcgivney”. Please email our Deputy Grand Knight at 
PMDELATTE@gmail.com or the Grand Knight at 
tjsgk7992@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
Council Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. Rosary at 7:15 PM; 
meeting follows at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows every meeting. 
Meetings are in the Nativity school cafeteria. The second meeting 
of the month is devoted to faith formation including  
video/discussion series and guest speakers. 

 

33 DAYS CONCECRATION 
 

Join us for a small group retreat. 33 Days to 
Merciful Love begins 8 March 2023. This 
promises to be an enriching 6-week Lenten 
program with consecration on Divine Mercy 
Sunday. We follow the book -33 Days to 
Merciful Love: A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in 
Preparation for Consecration to Divine  
Mercy by Fr. Michael Gaitley. Each person 
purchases their own book (Amazon,  
Thriftbooks or Shop Mercy.com). 

 

Journey into the heart of St Therese of Lisieux’s Little Way 
with your fellow parishioners. Learn through the example of St 
Therese’s life and her desire to be a saint, as you gain a greater 
understanding of God’s Merciful love. Fr. Gaitley hones in on 
St Therese’s spirituality and connects it with Divine Mercy. 
Whether you want to deepen your love of Divine Mercy or to 
deepen your devotion to St Therese you are encouraged to join 
us. All meetings are via Zoom on Wednesday evenings from 
7:45 PM  to 9:00 PM. Registration is now open on the Nativity 
website: https://nativityburke.org/33-days/#register or contact 
Steve at 33dayconsecration@nativityburke.org. 

 
A message from Nativity Creation Care Ministry 

 

Posted on our website at https://nativityburke.org/service/
creation-care/ under Resources, is the annual Lenten Creation 
Care calendar, created by Virginia Interfaith Power & Light 
(VAIPL). VAIPL collaborates among people of faith and  
conscience to grow healthy communities by advancing climate 
and environmental justice. The calendar provides weekly 
themes and daily actions for the seven weeks of Lent. The 
theme for Week one is Mobility Justice—The Freedom to 
Move. Do we take our “freedom to move” for granted? What 
about its costs? Do we use transportation wisely with concern 
for its impacts? VAIPL points out the value of farmers markets 
in cutting down on emissions caused by transporting food long 
distances. Make a note on your calendar--our local county 
farmer’s market by the Burke VRE opens April 22 while the 
FreshFarm Farmers Market in the Mosaic District is open year
-round on Sundays from 10am-2 pm. Farmers Markets are a 
great source of ingredients for your Meatless Mondays.   

SAVE THE DATE! 
The next Mariam Homes shredding event will take place on  

Saturday, March 25, 2023. More information to follow! 

Supporting Mental Health Recovery 
 

If you have a family member or friend, aged 18 years of age or 
older, with a mental illness, we would welcome you to a  
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Northern  

Virginia Family Support Group where we will share strategies 
and information to help ourselves and our loved ones.  

The group is led by co-facilitators trained by NAMI. 
When: 2nd Thursday of the Month | 7:30 – 9:00 pm 

Where: Virtual on Zoom - registration through the NAMI 
Northern Virginia website to receive the zoom link.  

https://nami-northernvirginia.org/events/category/family-
support/list/. Contact: Esther Lee at elee@nami-nova.org to  

be added for group meeting reminders and questions. 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia                7th Sunday in Ordinary Time February 19, 2023 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia                7th Sunday in Ordinary Time February 19, 2023 

Nativity Game Night - Family Fun For Everyone 
More than 20 families gathered in the Father Martin Center for  
an evening of fun, food, and fellowship – at the PTO’s Game 
Night!  Card games, board games, building games, puzzles,  

and more – all made for fun for the whole family! 
 

A very special thank you to Julie Wilson for organizing the  
cornhole tournament. Congratulations to winners  

Ryan and Mike Gallagher! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***************************************** 
Join Us ~~WE HAVE A SEAT FOR YOUR CHILD 

Thank you for coming to our recent OPEN HOUSE.  We really 
enjoyed meeting and talking with all of you. We look forward to 
further discussions with you about your child/ren's academic fu-

ture here at Nativity. For further information, please contact 
Shannon Murphy at (703), or smurph@nativityschool.org. 

Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his/her days 
here -- learning, praying, sharing, loving, and laughing. 

***************************************** 
Upcoming Dates At-A-Glance! 

Feb. 20: No School – Presidents’ Day 
Feb. 21: Spartan’s Restaurant Fundraiser Night 
Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 23: 7th Grade Parent Confirmation Meeting 7:00 pm 
Feb. 24: 2nd Grade Hall of Presidents 
Feb. 27: 4th Grade Leads Rosary 
 

***************************************** 
Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his/her 
days here -- learning, praying, sharing, loving, and laughing.  

Yes, Catholic education is worth the investment! 
Nativity Catholic School is committed to making Catholic  

education accessible to those who desire it, and offers financial 
assistance to make their dream come true. 

 

nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL     
A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

Struggling with addiction in the family?  
Both the afflicted and affected don't need to be alone. There are 
many resources available including AA, NA, Alanon, Calix and a 

diocesan chaplain. Call the HELPLINE (970) 989-2670) for  
support. This is NOT LIMITED to addicts, anybody that would 

like  to speak with a priest or a friend in Christ May call! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS Donated by  
 

The Vargas Family 
In Loving Memory of 
Maria Anjelica Soriano 
 

The Reinhard family 
In Loving Memory of 
Lloyd and Evelyn Reinhard 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
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Dear parishioners, 
   

In January we began the sanctuary renovation of our church 
as part of our parish 50th Anniversary celebration. A large screen 
was erected to cover the sanctuary area during the renovation. A 
temporary altar and tabernacle has been placed in front of the 
screen for our prayer and worship. Daily and Sunday Mass will 
continue to be celebrated in the church. The renovation is sched-
uled to be completed by March 11, 2023. 
 

WHAT ARE WE RENOVATING ? 
 

THE SANCTUARY FLOOR: The current sanctuary floor is 
chipped and stained and cannot be restored. There is also an elec-
trical outlet coming out of the steps with red tape as a caution to 
all. The new sanctuary floor will be a cream color marble floor 
with border inlets that will enhance the beauty and safety of the 
altar area.  
 

THE ALTAR: The altar, on which is effected the Sacrifice of the 
Cross made present under sacramental signs, is also the table of 
the Lord to which the People of God gather to participate in the 
Mass, and it also is the center of the thanksgiving that is accom-
plished through the Eucharist. In every church there should be a 
fixed altar. The current altar of wood and stone does not line up 
with the center aisle and has electrical outlets coming out of it in 
the back. Since we are now going to have a marble floor, the new 
altar will be built with a dignified cherry stain wood and marble 
inlets to coordinate with the new marble floor. It will contain rel-
ics of various saints.  
. 

THE AMBO: The current ambo (pulpit) will be replaced by a 
cherry wood stain and marble ambo. The design of the new ambo 
will match the altar as a way of expressing the unity of the Word 
of God in the Scripture and the Word of God in the Eucharist. 
There is also a practical motivation for the design of the new pul-
pit. The current ambo provides little room for the lectionary and 
homily notes. We also must carry a step stool to the ambo when 
our children are reading. The renovated ambo will have a shelf for 
liturgical books and a step installed that can be pulled out when 
needed by a lector.  
 

THE TABERNACLE: A principal feature of the renovation is the 
moving of the tabernacle to the center of the sanctuary underneath  
the Crucifix. This design placement calls attention to the centrality 
of the Eucharist in our faith. As Pope John Paull II said,  
"We are the Church of the Eucharist."  Visually when you walk 
into the church, your eyes will be drawn to the Altar, Tabernacle 
and Crucifix in unity on the same axis in the center. These liturgi-
cal sacred items will be architecturally what they are spiritually, 
the axis of our lives.  
 

PRESIDERS CHAIR:  Another liturgical change after the Second 
Vatican Council was the use of the  Presiders Chair for the  
principal prayers of the Mass. As such, we have designed a chair 
that fits the overall design of the sanctuary. It will be placed on the  
side wall where the current tabernacle is located. New chairs for 
the deacon and altar servers are being made. The current chairs  
are over 30 years old, have served us well, but are in need of an 
upgrade.  

 

MOSAIC PANELS: We are adding seven mosaic panels on 
the right side of the church behind the choir section to echo the 
seven stained glass windows on the left. These mosaic panels 
will depict the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy, beautifully 
displaying Christ's command to care for those in need, a char-
ism of Nativity parish. This will highlight the scripture from 
Matthew 25 when Jesus describes how we will be judged. It 
will be a teaching reminder to any who say: "If its not on the 
final exam, I don't want to study it."  Pope Francis has called 
us "to be a church for the poor."  These seven mosaics will 
also provide a balance visually in the church....  
and in our lives.  
 

The cost of this renovation is $640,000. To date, through the 
generosity of parishioners, we have raised over half that 
amount. More are considering a pledge or using our monthly 
building envelope. If you would like to help contribute, please 
go to our parish website or call the parish office. 
 
 

Blessings,  

 
 

Fr. Bob Cilinski,  
Pastor 

JOIN THE NATIVITY EXTENDED CARE TEAM 
Love working with Children? Creative with fingerpaint?  

Like to sift sand? The following qualifications are  
necessary: 

 

• A LOVE of children and a ‘Can-Do’ Attitude 

• Afternoon availability, 2:30pm-6:00pm 

• Diocesan compliance to work with kids 

• Adhere to COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
 

To apply, please contact: Jen Behan, Director at  
jbehan@nativityschool.org 

Teach English at St. Bernadette School!  
Looking for ways to help the community? Give the gift of  

English! We can train you, and all curriculum and resources  
are provided. Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington – 
Education and Workforce Development is currently seeking 
volunteer ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) 

teachers, substitutes and assistants for the upcoming semester. 
We offer four levels of English instruction. Classes are held 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00pm-9:00pm.  
You only need to teach once or twice per week.  

No previous experience nor second language required!  
If interested, please email volunteer.hogar@ccda.net  

or call (571) 208-1572 

NEED TO TALK? 
Catholic Charities provides quality mental health services &  

counselors grounded in a Catholic understanding of the  
human person. “Nativity’s Counselor” Ms. Marguerite Turner, 
MS, LPC is back at Nativity counseling clients in-person and 

is available on Thursdays from 10:00am-6:00pm to talk  
with any parishioners who may be struggling.  

To set up an appointment, please contact Marguerite at  
703-454-2415 or mmturner@ccda.net. 
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NATIVITY - BAPTISM PROCEDURES 
 

We are currently scheduling group Baptisms on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month at 2:00 pm in the Church for registered 
Nativity Parishioners. To register at Nativity Parish, please call 
the Parish Office for a parish registration form. 
 

TO SCHEDULE A BAPTISM 
 

Step 1: Paperwork 
To begin the process, please first complete our Baptism  
Application which can be picked up from the parish office or 
downloaded from our website at:  
https://nativityburke.org/baptism/ 
 

Please bring the following to the Parish Office: 
1.  Copy of child’s Birth Certificate 
2.  A certificate of eligibility for your Catholic  
godparents.  Please review our Godparent Requirements.   
Godparents who are registered members of Nativity do not 
need to provide a certificate. 
3. Completed Baptism Application. Scheduling the date of the 
Baptism will take place ONLY after these items are received. 
 

Step 2: Preparation for New Parents 
If this is your first child (congratulations!), in addition to 
providing the above paperwork, parents must attend a Baptism 
Prep class. Godparents are welcome, too. Register Online for 
our Baptism Prep class at: https://nativityburke.org/baptism/
#preparation 
 

Step 3: Nativity Schedules the Baptism Date 
At this point, please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Anna 
Marty, to review your paperwork, discuss any questions, and 
schedule the date and time of the Baptism. She is available 
Monday - Wednesday at the parish office, please call  
703-455-2400 or email amarty@nativityburke.org.  

Follow Bishop Burbidge on Twitter! 
Bishop Burbidge has over 21,000 followers on  
Twitter! His daily reflections and posts are popular and 
insightful. Follow him @BishopBurbidge. 

ECHO NEWS 
 

How are you doing on your New Year’s resolutions?  If you resolved to find more meaningful activities for  your life, ECHO might  
be able to help. We need volunteers for the following jobs on the days that are listed. Contact Volunteercoordinator@echo-inc.org  
for more information.  

• Clothing Room - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday mornings and 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings. 

• Assistant Family Counselor - Monday mornings (we will train you) 

• Donation Door - Tuesday evenings 

• E-Bay or online seller for donated items ECHO cannot use (this job is done from home) 

• Facilities Maintenance Leader  to coordinate maintenance team members for all maintenance and repairs on the ECHO    property 

• Food Room - Thursday mornings, Tuesday evenings, Thursday evenings 

• Housewares - Thursday evenings 

• Security Leader - Tracking keys, implementing emergency and safety policies and procedures 
 

February Needs 

If you belong to a group that would like to hold a drive where donors do not have to purchase anything in order to contribute, a drive 
to collect used, but clean, useful household items would be welcome. Please email admin@echo-inc.org and put “Housewares 
Drive” in the subject line. The chair of the Housewares Department will reply and supply a list of all the things ECHO can use.   
Currently, Housewares needs towels, hand can openers, king and queen comforters and cookware. 

ECHO’s Clothing Room will begin accepting donations of gently used spring and summer clothing on February 15.  The greatest 
needs in the Clothing Room continue to be children’s sneakers, men’s sneakers (size 7, 8), men’s jeans (30 and 32 inch waist sizes) 
and new men’s underwear. 

Please consider donating gently used K-12 books for young readers. Label your donation “School Supplies” because ECHO uses 
these books in the Backpack Program.  

All donations are gratefully accepted at ECHO's Donation Door, 7205 Old Keene Mill Road, on weekdays between 9:30 am and  
12:30 pm, or Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings between 7:00 pm and 9:00 pm as well as one Saturday morning a month 
(check echo-inc.org for the date each month).  Receipts are cheerfully provided. 
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Give a Gift for Life 

Please give a Gift for Life this season to help Project Rachel  
provide counseling and healing retreats to those who suffer the 

effects of abortion. One after-abortion care retreatant wrote:  
“I would have NEVER had the courage to show my face at this 

[abortion healing] retreat… God works in mysterious ways and by 
His grace, I found the courage to step forward in my faith.  

I am so grateful that this ministry exists and was there for me…
without judgement when I was ready to tackle the deep-rooted pain 
in my heart. I am forever grateful!” For more information and/or to 

donate: www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife 

Love Is Given Prayer Group 
Please join us every Thursday evening from 7:00PM-8:30 PM for  

an evening of prayer, praise and community. We meet each week in 
the Fr. Ready room. Come in through the school  

entrance, first room on your left. We look forward to seeing you! 

You can designate Nativity Church or Nativity 
School as the beneficiaries of your Amazon Smile! 
You can choose Nativity by going to: YOUR  
ACCOUNT, YOUR AMAZON SMILE and des-
ignating Nativity. Amazon then contributes a small 
percentage of each purchase to Nativity. For ques-
tions, please contact Ann Benson at: 703 455 2400. 

Sundays with the Sisters Rejoice Tour 2023 
 

Witness the joy of our religious sisters during the Sundays 
with the Sisters Rejoice Tour 2023! An initiative for the year 
of preparation for our diocesan jubilee in 2024, the tour will 
showcase the religious women of our diocese who, like Mary, 
rejoice in the Lord by their daily surrender.  
The tour features an event at a different convent each month, 
bringing together sisters and lay women for prayer and  
community. For single women ages 18-50.  
Heart of Mary; March 26: Franciscan Sisters of the  
Eucharist. RSVP by the Monday before each event 
to vocations@arlingtondiocese.org. More info 
at ArlingtonDiocese.org/RejoiceTour. 

Donate Your Car to Catholic Charities! 
If you are thinking of replacing your car with something new, 
please consider donating your old car to Catholic Charities.  

Proceeds from the sale of working and non-working cars  
provide critical funds for our volunteer programs.  

It's easy, we handle all the paperwork and you receive an IRS  
donation receipt. Email Cars@ccda.net or call (703) 841-3898. 
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Sick / Homebound Visits 
 

Are you or someone you know sick and/or homebound for  
any reason? We can arrange home visits from the parish and  
provide prayer and the sacraments. We would love to bring 

God’s Grace and Peace to anyone in difficult times.  
Please contact Cat Sands, Pastoral Minister, at 
csands@nativityburke.org to schedule a visit. 

”But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you…”  - MATTHEW 5:44 

 

Love your enemies, easier said than done. But, remember, the 
foundation of stewardship is prayer. When we are in close  

communication with God, it opens our heart and it turns our  
attention away from “me” and moves it towards God and others.  

It changes my heart and actions, allowing for a little more empathy 
for “my enemy.” When we pray for others, even our enemies, it 

may soften their hearts as well. 
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