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“Jesus….. was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days”  

- Luke 4:1 
 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 
We have just begun our Lent, forty days in which we  
remember how Jesus went into the desert to pray and fast.  
In this season of prayer, penance, and worship, we have a 
chance to get below the surface of our lives to rediscover 
that which is most important. What is God calling me to do? 
How does he want me to relate to the people in my world? 
Is there something that doesn’t belong? Is there something 
missing? Maybe I just need to be reminded how close God 
is, that God is always at my side, offering comfort and 
strength in hard times. In these special days of grace, we 
have a chance to go deeper in our relationship with God and 
to live our Christian faith in a new way. God gives us the 
strength to resist the temptations of the evil one and to share 
more fully in the victory of Jesus. 
 
We rejoice with our “elect” who are now entering their final 
intense preparation for their reception into the church at 
Easter through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist. Let us join with them and be prepared to renew 
our baptism once again. 
 
Happy Lent! 
 
Love and Blessings,  

 
 

Fr. Bob Cilinski,  
Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

The 2023 Bishop's Lenten Appeal  
 
 

Thank you Nativity parishioners for the 

great support of the Bishop’s Lenten 
Appeal. As of February 16, our pledges and   
donations amount to $276,200. That’s 40% of 

our $690,000 dollar goal! We’re off to a strong 
start, but still need more participation. If you 

haven’t yet pledged, please consider a sacrificial 
offering for Lent. Your support helps the many 

charities, ministries, and programs throughout 
the Diocese and here at Nativity. May God bless 
you for your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Preserving the Dignity of Life:  

Combatting Human Trafficking 
 

Saturday, March 11, 2023 
Nativity Catholic Church, Burke 

Presented by the Diocese of Arlington Peace  
and Justice Conference with Most  

Rev. Michael F. Burbidge 
Bishop of Arlington and William Woolf 

Founder, Anti-Trafficking International and  
the Just Ask Prevention Project 

 

 5:00 p.m. - Mass and Consecration of the new Altar 
                   Bishop Burbidge celebrant 

 6:30 p.m. - Dinner 

 7:15 p.m. - Talk 

 8:15 p.m. - Q&A 
 

Human trafficking is the second largest criminal enterprise in 
the world - and it is increasing at an exponential rate. More 
than half of the victims of human trafficking are minors. 
Northern Virginia and the Washington Metropolitan area have 
among the largest number of cases of human trafficking in the 
U.S. 
 

Find out how you can recognize signs of human trafficking 
happening in our communities and help stop this assault on 
human dignity. 
 

“People think of human trafficking as kids being kidnapped, 
kids disappearing. Ninety percent of the kids being trafficked 
live at home, sleep in their own beds and go to school every 

day.”  - Bill Woolf 
 

For details and to register:  
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/events/2023/peace-and-

justice-conference/ 

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINANCE 
Catholics 14 years of age and older are obliged to abstain from 

meat and those 18-59 are obliged to fast (1 full meal and 2 smaller 
ones to maintain strength) unless medical or serious reasons exist. 
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence, Good Friday is a day  

of fast and abstinence 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
SISTER MARY ATTILIA TODARO 

MARCH 3RD 
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My dear parishioners,  
 
Twenty-five years ago, Fr. Richard Martin, then Nativity’s Pastor, had the inspiration to make our Lenten sacrifice 
more meaningful by focusing on the poor. A basket was placed in the church vestibule and parishioners contributed 
what they saved during Lent to build homes for needy people in Haiti. We called this beautiful gesture “Operation 
Starfish,” after the story that teaches us that we can make a difference, one person at a time. 
 
Today, as we commemorate the 25th anniversary of Operation Starfish, we can be very proud of what has been accom-
plished:  
12 completed Nativity Villages in Haiti, with more than 1,500 homes 
A 13th Nativity Village being developed in Haiti, with another 75 homes 
3 fresh water fish farms 
3 ocean fishing co-op’s in Haiti and 1 in Honduras 
4 medical student scholarships in Jamaica and 1 in Haiti 
20,000 birthing and newborn kits shipped by Stella Marina 
150 midwives being trained every 2 months 
3 sewing centers where women learn to design and make clothing 
3 clinics serving thousands of people  
3 greenhouse complexes in the Dominican Republic 
1 million pair of new underwear from Hanes Brands, Inc. 
And much more… 
 
While we have accomplished much, there is always more to do. Pope Francis says “Poverty calls us to sow hope…” 
Here at Nativity we plant seeds of hope across the street and around the world. We do it with your help, during Lent, 
and especially during our annual Operation Starfish Weekend, which will take place May 6 – 7, 2023.  
 
In 2023 we will continue our commitment to the people of Haiti with construction of homes, water system and 2 
schools in Nativity Village at Bas Fossé. We will also provide for the operation of St. Anthony Clinic in Nativity Vil-
lage at Prolongé and support school scholarships, sewing centers and a reforestation project, all in Haiti. In addition, 
we will build a new clinic in the village of El Celirio, Honduras, where one nurse, working out of her pickup truck, is 
trying to provide healthcare to 3,500 people. Nativity will fund the construction, while Food For The Poor and their 
partners will be responsible for staffing and operation. And we will continue to support our medical student scholar-
ship program in Jamaica. 
 
During Lent we will continue our long-standing tradition of placing a basket in the vestibule of the church. Any gifts 
placed in the basket will be shared with Operation Starfish and Catholic Relief Services (CRS). If you specifically des-
ignate either Operation Starfish or CRS, your designation will be honored.  
 
Our major Operation Starfish collection will take place this year on the Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 7, 2023.  There 
will be a second collection on that Sunday at all the masses.  May 7 this year is the closest Sunday to the 9th anniver-
sary of our late Pastor, Fr. Richard Martin’s return to God.  Fr. Martin loved the poor and founded Operation Starfish 
here at Nativity in 1998. We have a parish tradition of taking the annual Starfish collection during the Easter season on 
the Sunday closest to Fr. Martin’s anniversary. 
 
Let’s keep making a difference, one family at a time.  
 
Love and Blessings,  

 
 
 

Fr. Bob Cilinski 
Pastor 
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On This Date in Nativity History 

March 1991   
 

In this month, Nativity celebrated the groundbreaking 
ceremony to begin construction of the parish’s Spiritual 
Formation Center. In the  beginning, the building housed 
the religious education program, which had formerly 
been held in the church, with movable chairs, tables, and 
partitions. Under these conditions, the entire arrange-
ment had to be taken down each week after the final 
CCD class of the week, and the chairs placed again as 
they would be for the next day’s Mass. The new building 
gave the religious education program a permanent home.  
Of great importance, this new building made it possible 
to remodel the church and install permanent pews and 
sanctuary. Eventually, the Nativity School was housed in 
this building as well, beginning in 1996.   
In this photo, Pastor Father Sal Ciullo and the building 
committee gather to conduct the groundbreaking. To the 
left is Sister Donatella Merulla, who had just arrived as 
director of religious education the preceding September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This historical note is the 38th of a weekly Bulletin feature leading  
up to Nativity’s fiftieth anniversary, 11 June 2023. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The next Mariam Homes shredding event will take place on  

Saturday, March 25, 2023. More information to follow! 

Preview Open House  
Thursday, March 9, 2023 
 

Join us for Saint John Paul the Great 
Catholic High School's Preview Open 

House on Thursday, March 9 from 4:00-5:30pm! Learn what 
JP has to offer your child - robust academic programs includ-
ing STEM, DE courses and Bioethics, vibrant student life and 
House System, competitive athletics, faith community steeped 
in the Dominican tradition, and more! Preview Open House is 
a great event for all ages, but especially students in grades 4-7. 
To learn more and RSVP in advance, please visit:  
https://jpthegreat.schooladminonline.com/portal/new_inquiry. 

Knights of Columbus Frenchy Cyr  
Memorial Scholarships 

 

Once again, Nativity's Knights of Columbus Council 7992  
will be awarding Cyr Memorial scholarships for Catholic  
secondary school tuition (grades 9-12) for the 2023-2024 
school year. Scholarship application forms will be available in 
the later part of March. As a reminder entrants must be regis-
tered parishioners at Nativity, or a son, daughter, or grandchild 
of an active member of Council 7992. Questions, please  
contact Dave Zivich at davezivich@gmail.com. 

Condiments 
Masa Flour 
Lemon Juice 
Sugar 
Canned Fruit 
Honey 
Basmati Rice 
Pancake Syrup 
Cinnamon 
Instant Coffee 
Toilet paper 

 

Garlic Powder 
Onion Powder 
Hot Chocolate 
Tin Fish 
Canned/Shelf Stable Milk 
Juice - Large Box/Bottles 
Crackers 
Canned Meat (Spam is a 
favorite) 
Laundry Detergent 
Band Aids 
 

Laundry Detergent 
Shaving Cream/Razors 
Deodorant 
Shampoo 
Toothbrushes (spec. kids) 
Facial Tissues 
Feminine Hygiene  
Products 
Paper Towels 
Brown Paper Grocery 
Bags 
 

ECHO Food Room Most Needed Items  
February Collection will be next weekend, March 4/5 

 

Choose sizes appropriate for an average family size of four. 
Include an assortment of food to ensure a variety of items for  
clients. We collected 1,100 lbs on the February 4/5 weekend.   
Because of the wonderful generosity of the community, ECHO is 
blessed to already have a more than ample supply of canned 
pumpkin, cranberry sauce and stuffing. However, we are short on 
many other items such as personal care products and the items 
listed below. 
ECHO cannot give clients food whose expiration date is long past 
or any open food or repackaged food (no zip-loc bags).  
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The Seven Sisters Apostolate  
 

The Seven Sisters Apostolate is a call for women to strengthen 
the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed each day  
of the week for the sole intention of our parish priests. It is a 
“holy wasting” or “lavishing of prayer” for their deeper  
conformity to Christ.  
This apostolate is relatively new, having started in 2010 in 
Minnesota by Janette Howe. During a walk one day, it  
occurred to Janette that the very least she might do in gratitude 
for her priests’ ever-generous pastoral care would be to offer a 
Holy Hour once a week for him. The rest is history! Learn 
more at sevensistersapostolate.org. 
Last year, this Apostolate came to Nativity, and now we have 
Seven Sisters Apostolate prayer teams praying for Father Bob, 
Father Hayes, Father Bresnahan, and Father Wilson every day 
of the week! We also have a list of substitutes who are willing 
to offer a Holy Hour when called upon. 
We will renew our commitment this summer, near the Feast  
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We need a few more women to 
fill openings and be on the substitute list. It is simply just one 
hour a week, anytime during your day, an hour to spend with 
our Lord for your priest. The most ideal place to pray your 
Holy Hour is before the Blessed Sacrament exposed during 
Eucharistic Adoration, or before the Tabernacle at any  
Catholic Church is also fine. Contact Linda Loffredo at  
lindaloffredo@gmail.com for more information. 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance 
 

Come join the Knights of Columbus for the tradition-
al celebration of the Patron Saint of Ireland at our 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance to be held in 
 

 the Father Martin Center at 6:30 PM on  
Saturday, March 18, 2023 

 

It is always a great evening of dining, dancing and entertainment. 
There will be a bag piper playing original Irish tunes, music for 
listening and dancing provided by a D.J. Bring your friends and 
reserve a table for 8 or 10 or meet fellow parishioners through 
designated seating.  
 

You will enjoy the best corned beef dinner in town  
for $35 per ticket. Children 12 and under tickets for 
$15. Tickets will be sold on line via Eventbright.  
Scan the code for tickets. This event usually sells  
out so please get your tickets early!  
 

Teacher Job Fair 
 

The Office of Catholic Schools is holding a Teacher Job 
Fair on Saturday, March 18, from 9:00-11:00am at Saint 
John Paul the Great Catholic High School, 1700 Domin-
ican Drive, Potomac Shores. We are seeking highly qualified, 
faith-filled and dynamic professionals to join our preschools,  
elementary schools and high schools. Please bring copies of your 
resume that you can share with our school representatives from 
over 40 diocesan schools. If you cannot attend in person, use the 
QR code to register to attend virtually. 

 

Young Adult Opportunity  
 

Young Adults, join the Common Home Corps and be a part  
of our diocese’s commitment to preserve the integrity of  
God’s Creation! The Corps is a year-long leadership and  
formation program sponsored by the Catholic Climate Cove-
nant. Participating young adults ages 18-39 will learn about 
Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, and 
learn how to work within our diocese to engage other young 
adults to pray, learn and participate in helping the Church to 
live its environmental teaching concretely. 
Learn more here:  
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/YYA. Apply by 
February 28. Participants will receive: 
-A week-long all-expenses-paid training at Loyola University 
Chicago, Thursday, June15 through Monday, June 19, 2023. 
-Ongoing support from the Catholic Climate Covenant. -A 
$3000 stipend for the year. -A unique opportunity to help lead 
the effort to make the  vision of Laudato Si’ a reality in our 
diocese. Make a difference with the Common Home Corps! 

Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert for forty days of 
prayer and fasting. Are you open to being led by the Holy Spirit into 
the state in life God has prepared for you? If you are considering a 
vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life, contact Fr. Michael 

Isenberg, Vocations Director, at (703) 841-2514. 

FEATURED AUCTION ITEM OF THE WEEK  
Metta is a word often translated as "loving-kindness" or "good
-will" that describes a compassionate state of mind for our-
selves and others. As a quality, Metta is the state in which we 
see everyone as noble beings and deeply care for their growth 
and healing. At the Metta Center, they strive to nurture Metta 
within ourselves, within their team, and within their communi-
ty of clients. Enjoy a 30 minute customized therapeutic  

massage with any of their five massage  
therapists at the Metta Center.  
This item, as well as other health & wellness  
experiences, will be available at the Auction! 
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Dear parishioners, 
   

In January we began the sanctuary renovation of our church 
as part of our parish 50th Anniversary celebration. A large screen 
was erected to cover the sanctuary area during the renovation. A 
temporary altar and tabernacle has been placed in front of the 
screen for our prayer and worship. Daily and Sunday Mass will 
continue to be celebrated in the church. The renovation is  
scheduled to be completed by March 11, 2023. 
 

WHAT ARE WE RENOVATING ? 
 

THE SANCTUARY FLOOR: The current sanctuary floor is 
chipped and stained and cannot be restored. There is also an elec-
trical outlet coming out of the steps with red tape as a caution to 
all. The new sanctuary floor will be a cream color marble floor 
with border inlets that will enhance the beauty and safety of the 
altar area.  
 

THE ALTAR: The altar, on which is effected the Sacrifice of the 
Cross made present under sacramental signs, is also the table of 
the Lord to which the People of God gather to participate in the 
Mass, and it also is the center of the thanksgiving that is accom-
plished through the Eucharist. In every church there should be a 
fixed altar. The current altar of wood and stone does not line up 
with the center aisle and has electrical outlets coming out of it in 
the back. Since we are now going to have a marble floor, the new 
altar will be built with a dignified cherry stain wood and marble 
inlets to coordinate with the new marble floor. It will contain rel-
ics of various saints.  
. 

THE AMBO: The current ambo (pulpit) will be replaced by a 
cherry wood stain and marble ambo. The design of the new ambo 
will match the altar as a way of expressing the unity of the Word 
of God in the Scripture and the Word of God in the Eucharist. 
There is also a practical motivation for the design of the new pul-
pit. The current ambo provides little room for the lectionary and 
homily notes. We also must carry a step stool to the ambo when 
our children are reading. The renovated ambo will have a shelf for 
liturgical books and a step installed that can be pulled out when 
needed by a lector.  
 

THE TABERNACLE: A principal feature of the renovation is the 
moving of the tabernacle to the center of the sanctuary underneath  
the Crucifix. This design placement calls attention to the centrality 
of the Eucharist in our faith. As Pope John Paull II said,  
"We are the Church of the Eucharist."  Visually when you walk 
into the church, your eyes will be drawn to the Altar, Tabernacle 
and Crucifix in unity on the same axis in the center. These liturgi-
cal sacred items will be architecturally what they are spiritually, 
the axis of our lives.  
 

PRESIDERS CHAIR:  Another liturgical change after the Second 
Vatican Council was the use of the  Presiders Chair for the  
principal prayers of the Mass. As such, we have designed a chair 
that fits the overall design of the sanctuary. It will be placed on the  
side wall where the current tabernacle is located. New chairs for 
the deacon and altar servers are being made. The current chairs  
are over 30 years old, have served us well, but are in need of an 
upgrade.  

 

MOSAIC PANELS: We are adding seven mosaic panels on 
the right side of the church behind the choir section to echo the 
seven stained glass windows on the left. These mosaic panels 
will depict the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy, beautifully 
displaying Christ's command to care for those in need, a char-
ism of Nativity parish. This will highlight the scripture from 
Matthew 25 when Jesus describes how we will be judged. It 
will be a teaching reminder to any who say: "If its not on the 
final exam, I don't want to study it."  Pope Francis has called 
us "to be a church for the poor."  These seven mosaics will 
also provide a balance visually in the church....  and in our 
lives.  
 
 

Blessings,  

 
 

Fr. Bob Cilinski,  
Pastor 

NEED TO TALK? 
Catholic Charities provides quality mental health services &  

counselors grounded in a Catholic understanding of the  
human person. “Nativity’s Counselor” Ms. Marguerite Turner, 
MS, LPC is back at Nativity counseling clients in-person and 

is available on Thursdays from 10:00am-6:00pm to talk  
with any parishioners who may be struggling.  

To set up an appointment, please contact Marguerite at  
703-454-2415 or mmturner@ccda.net. 

Gifts for Seminarian Education Endowment Fund (SEEF) 
Please support our seminarians and SEEF, a permanent  

endowment fund established in 2011. SEEF's income provides 
funding for annual seminarian expenses such as room, board, 

tuition, health insurance and books, which total almost $45,000 
per seminarian. Please give generously! To donate, make 
checks payable to: “Foundation for the CDA - SEEF.”  
Mail to: The Foundation, 200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 811,  

Arlington, VA 22203. Contact John French 
at john.french@arlingtondiocese.org or (703) 841-3819  

with any questions. Thank you! 

You can designate Nativity Church or Nativity 
School as the beneficiaries of your Amazon Smile! 
You can choose Nativity by going to: YOUR  
ACCOUNT, YOUR AMAZON SMILE and des-
ignating Nativity. Amazon then contributes a small 
percentage of each purchase to Nativity. For ques-
tions, please contact Ann Benson at: 703 455 2400. 

Nativity Job Opening - Church Office Receptionist  
Evenings: Monday thru Friday from 4:00pm-9:00pm 

Saturdays: from 9:00am-2:00pm 
 

We are in need of an evening and Saturday receptionist  
(perfect for college student - work/study job).  

Job summary: To meet and greet, by phone or in person, all  
parishioners, guests, and persons, assist them, and/or direct  
them to the appropriate location. Bilingual a plus.To apply,  

send your resume to abenson@nativityburke.org. 

Nativity is a tithing community                                        
Giving back a portion of God’s blessings in gratitude 
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40 Days for Life: Fall Campaign runs through April 2 
We will be peacefully praying the pro-life Rosary in front of the 

Falls Church abortion facility at 900 S. Washington Street, Falls 
Church. Join us for Nativity’s all-day vigil from 7:00am -7:00pm, 

Friday, March 31. Please contact Rick Loffredo at  
rickloffredo@outlook.com for more details. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

"We are God's People"  
1 Peter 2:10 

 
 
 
 

Monday, February 27th 
7:30 am † Paul Ostrowski 
 
Tuesday, February 28th 
7:30 am    Special Int. for Sebastian Haworth 
12:00 pm † Kyrent Pachon 
 
Wednesday, March 1st 
7:30 am † Bernie Crum 

(Sunrise)  3:00 pm       Special Int. for Javier Haworth 
 
Thursday, March 2nd 
7:30 am † Michael Brensy 
12:00 pm † Manuel Garduno 
 
Friday, March 3rd 
7:30 am † Maribel Knappen 
9:00 am  † Nancy O'Donnell Re 
 
Saturday, March 4th 
9:00 am † Elias Koons 
5:00 pm † Donna McCraith 
7:00 pm    Parishioners 
 
Sunday, March 5th 
7:00 am † John Hayes 
9:00 am † Ernie Weeks 
11:00 am    Special Int. for Ruth Myers 
1:00 pm † Larry Brindza 
5:30 pm † Lyda 

 
In prayer, let us remember  

the sick and deceased of the parish 
visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

 

Please note that the current Mass Intentions Calendar has 
been filled through June 2023. We will open up the  

second part of 2023 (July-December) in June.  
Please see the Bulletin for the announcement. 

Women’s Cursillo! The next women’s Cursillo 
weekend will be held at Missionhurst in Arlington 

from Thursday, April 20 – Sunday, April 23 
 

Cursillo (pronounced Cur-see-yo) is a movement of the 
Church that provides an opportunity to experience God’s love 
within a community of joyful fun and supportive prayer.  
The weekend is designed to promote Catholic ideals, fellow-
ship, and spiritual growth in daily living. We’d love to have 
you join us!!  
For more information, please contact Laura Laverdiere at 
lauralaverdiere@msn.com. There are also Cursillo information 
cards in the information rack in the narthex. Applications, and 
more information are available online at  
https://arlingtoncursillo.org/weekend-archives/ 
(The next men’s weekend will also be held at Missionhurst 
from Thursday, September 21 through Sunday September 24). 

Nativity Parish provides evening meals and serves the homeless at 
Christ House several times per year, when there is a 5th Sunday in 
the month. Volunteers are needed (age 13 +) to donate food 
(currently bagged lunches) and help prepare and serve the meal 
(when kitchen is open) at Christ House in Alexandria.  
The remaining dates in 2023 are: April 30, July 30, October 29 
and December 31. For more information and to volunteer, contact 
Mike Hurwitz at mhurwitz1956@gmail.com.  

OPERATION STARFISH 
 

This year is the 25th anniversary of Operation Starfish, our parish 
ministry to the poor of Haiti. To commemorate this milestone,  
we will continue development of Nativity Village at Bas Fossé  
in Haiti. We will also build a clinic in Honduras to serve 3,500  
people in El Celerio, a rural community about 3 hours south of the 
capital. We will continue to provide elementary school scholar-
ships and support our sewing centers and clinics in Haiti. And  
we will continue our medical scholarship program in Jamaica.  
During Lent, we have placed a wicker basket in the vestibule.  
Any gifts placed in the basket will be shared with Operation  
Starfish and Catholic Relief Services.  
If you specifically designate either Operation Starfish or Catholic 
Relief Services, your designation will be honored. 
Our major Operation Starfish collection will take place this year 
on the Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 7, 2023. There will be a  
second collection on that Sunday at all the Masses. This is the 9th 
anniversary of our late Pastor, Fr. Richard Martin’s return to God.  
Fr. Martin loved the poor and founded Operation Starfish here at 
Nativity in 1998. We have a parish tradition of taking the annual 
Starfish collection during the Easter season on the Sunday closest 
to Fr. Martin’s anniversary. 
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$50 EARLY BIRD TICKETS ON SALE! 
We invite the ENTIRE Nativity Parish Community to join us for 

our school’s BIGGEST FUNDRAISER of the year! Join us for an 
evening of delicious tapas and cervezas, live music & dancing, 
fun and friendship with an overflowing silent and live auction!  

Help ensure our students have the resources they need to 
thrive.  Funds raised during the event will provide 
financial assistance for STEM and other student  

enrichment activities. Attire - Dress UP or  
DOWN in your brightest, most fiesta attire! 

Questions? Contact auction@nativityschool.org. 
 

 https://nativityauction.givesmart.com.  

Be Renewed: Developing a Deeper Relationship with  
the Holy Spirit - Enhance your Lenten journey 

 

You are invited into a more profound, life-giving relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. This workshop will help lead you to know more of 
God’s presence and power, enabling you to fully live the abundant 
life for which you were created.  
Program includes videos featuring: Fr. Dave Pivonka, President, 
Franciscan University of Steubenville, personal testimonies, small 
group discussions and time for personal reflection. Come and "Be 
Renewed." The workshop is free and will be held Friday, March 24 
from 6:30-9:00pm and Saturday, March 25 from 9:30am-4:00pm 
at St. Mary of Sorrows Parish Center, 5222 Sideburn Road,  
Fairfax. It is hosted by St. Mary’s, Logs of Fire and Nativity’s 
Love is Given prayer groups.  
To register or for more information on making this workshop part 
of your Lenten journey, email your name, email address and phone 
number to logsoffireprayergroup@gmail.com. Come Holy Spirit! 
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Multicultural Night:  
We’ve Got The Whole World … At Our School 

 

It was the perfect way to end Catholic Schools Week festivities, an 
evening of food, fun, family, and faith celebrating the many differ-
ent cultures that make up our school community – and our world! 

This inaugural event, celebrating the cultural richness of our school 
community, was co-hosted by the PTO and the Student Council. 

 

We delighted in food from Peru, Eastern Europe, Vietnam,  
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Colombia, South Korea, Philippines, Egypt, and 

Argentina. We played Mexican Bingo, created Pinatas, folded  
Origami, and watched Bolivian and Thai dancers. We traveled 

around the world in one enchanting evening with our family and 
friends – all without ever leaving the Cafeteria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***************************************** 
Join Us ~~WE HAVE A SEAT FOR YOUR CHILD 

Thank you for coming to our recent OPEN HOUSE.  We really 
enjoyed meeting and talking with all of you. We look forward to 

further discussions with you about your child/ren's academic  
future here at Nativity. For further information, please contact 

Shannon Murphy at smurph@nativityschool.org. 
Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his/her days 

here -- learning, praying, sharing, loving, and laughing. 
***************************************** 

Upcoming Dates At-A-Glance! 
Feb. 27: 4th Grade Leads Rosary 
March 6-17: Read-a-Thon INFO to come! 
March 19-24: Book Fair Sign-Up Genius soon!  

***************************************** 
Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his/her 
days here -- learning, praying, sharing, loving, and laughing.  

Yes, Catholic education is worth the investment! 
Nativity Catholic School is committed to making Catholic  

education accessible to those who desire it, and offers financial 
assistance to make their dream come true. 

 

nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL     
A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

Struggling with addiction in the family?  
Both the afflicted and affected don't need to be alone. There are 
many resources available including AA, NA, Alanon, Calix and a 

diocesan chaplain. Call the HELPLINE (970) 989-2670) for  
support. This is NOT LIMITED to addicts, anybody that would 

like  to speak with a priest or a friend in Christ May call! 

The Associates of St. John Bosco  
undergraduate scholarship opportunity  

The Associates of St. John Bosco is pleased to offer 
three $4,000 scholarships and one $6,000 scholarship  

(the Vincent T. Vaccaro Education Scholarship) to undergradu-
ate students who demonstrate an intense desire to live out their 

faith on their college campus and who seek to serve the 
Church in some capacity after graduation. Freshman scholarship 
funding may continue into the next three years if certain criteria 
are met and, if funding is available, for potentially $14,000 to 

$20,000 in total scholarship funding! Please apply by  
May 22 at asjb.org/scholarship-program 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
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Linktree Universal Sign-up Link: Want to volunteer for an 
event? https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992.  
Lenten Fish Fry: The next fish fry of the season will be in the 
Nativity Cafeteria on 31 March. Sign up to help within ticket sales 
and the event on the linktree. There is limited seating, so reserve 
your seating time on the linktree.                                               
Catholic Financial Planning Seminar: All parishoners are invit-
ed to attend this event by the Abbate Agency on February 28, 7:30 
p.m. in the Quinn Room at Holy Spirit School, 8800 Braddock 
Road. Register for this or one of the many other financial seminars 
on the linktree to learn about what tools are available for you and 
your family.                                                                                                                    
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance: Parish-wide event back after    
3 year hiatus on 18 March! The next planning meeting is Feb 27 at 
7:00 pm in the Church Conference Room. Contact Br. Pat Brad-
shaw at pbradshaw2@verizon.net to help.                                           
Blood Drive: 18 March is our next blood drive from 7:00am-
noon. Lookout for the linktree sign up in the next few weeks.                                                 
Marian  Homes Shred Event: Mar 25 10AM-12 in the parking lot. 
Help unload cars to benefit this important charity. See the Link-
tree to volunteer.                                                                                                                                                                                       
40 Days for Life: Fall Campaign is Feb 22-Apr 2. We will be 
peacefully praying the pro-life Rosary in front of the Falls Church 
abortion facility at 900 S. Washington St, Falls Church. Join us 
for Nativity's all-day vigil from 7am -7pm, Friday, March 31. 
Please contact Br. Rick at rickloffredo@outlook.com for more 
details.                                                                                                                                   
Food for Others: We need volunteers drivers for food distribu-
tions to the poor. If you have a truck or van and can occasionally 
help deliver to Springfield on Friday evenings contact Br. Matt 
Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com.                                    
Yard Sale: This is the council’s second biggest charity fundrais-
er! We need  area leads and assistant leads to commit to support-
ing the collection period as well as the date of the sale June 15-
24th. You don’t have to be a Knight to help! Sign up on the link-
tree. Contact Br. Dave Zivich with any questions at 
davezivich@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                                 
Name Tags: Email Warden Michael Bender at michaelbam-
bender@hotmail.com to order.                                                   
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and 
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. Volunteer on the link-
tree.                                                                                                                                                      
Handy Knights Ministry: If you are unable to perform basic 
maintenance tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or 
other factors,call the “Handy Knights.”  You can reach us at    
handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.                                                
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need of 
assistance: Brothers and the families of living and deceased  
brothers in need of a helping hand, contact Br. John Landy at na-
vyy8@yahoo.com or 703-250-1492.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international 
Order of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 
our families, serve others and defend values in a busy changing 
world. Join today! Simply go to https://info.kofc.org/us.html and 
enter our council #7992 for local information and to register. E-
membership for the first year is free using the new code 
“blessedmcgivney”.  Please email our Deputy Grand Knight at 
PMDELATTE@gmail.com or the Grand Knight at 
tjsgk7992@gmail.com if you’have any questions.                                                                                                       
Council Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. Rosary at 7:15 PM; 
meeting follows at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows every meeting. 

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 

 

33 DAYS CONCECRATION 
 

Join us for a small group retreat. 33 Days to 
Merciful Love begins 8 March 2023. This 
promises to be an enriching 6-week Lenten 
program with consecration on Divine Mercy 
Sunday. We follow the book -33 Days to 
Merciful Love: A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in 
Preparation for Consecration to Divine  
Mercy by Fr. Michael Gaitley. Each person 
purchases their own book (Amazon,  
Thriftbooks or Shop Mercy.com). 

 

Journey into the heart of St Therese of Lisieux’s Little Way 
with your fellow parishioners. Learn through the example of St 
Therese’s life and her desire to be a saint, as you gain a greater 
understanding of God’s Merciful love. Fr. Gaitley hones in on 
St Therese’s spirituality and connects it with Divine Mercy. 
Whether you want to deepen your love of Divine Mercy or to 
deepen your devotion to St Therese you are encouraged to join 
us. All meetings are via Zoom on Wednesday evenings from 
7:45 PM  to 9:00 PM. Registration is now open on the Nativity 
website: https://nativityburke.org/33-days/#register or contact 
Steve at 33dayconsecration@nativityburke.org. 

 
A message from Nativity Creation Care Ministry 

 

Posted on our website at https://nativityburke.org/service/
creation-care/  under Resources, is the annual Lenten Creation 
Care calendar, created by Virginia Interfaith Power & Light 
(VAIPL). VAIPL collaborates among people of faith and  
conscience to grow healthy communities by advancing climate 
and environmental justice. The calendar provides weekly 
themes and daily actions for the seven weeks of Lent. The 
theme for Week two is Being Mindful of Waste.  Do we think 
about the waste we generate and how to reduce it? What types 
of waste could we reduce? Food waste, plastic waste, water 
waste? Do we take care to recycle correctly rather than 
wishcycling? Do we take our glass to the purple bins for  
repurposing in our local area? Choose one area of waste to 
reduce during Lent—perhaps see how much plastic you can 
eliminate in your life by, for example, using a reusable water 
bottle only, packaging leftovers in glass or beeswax and  
shopping with reusable produce bags. 
We pray, “Sustainer of all, keep us ever mindful of our place 
on earth…and let us treat it with reverence as we are called to 
care for your creation.” 

PARISH RETREAT AT LOYOLA 
Men’s Retreat, March 17th-19th  

Women’s Retreat, March 10th- 12th  
Renew your spirit during Lent with a retreat at the Loyola  
Retreat House in southern Maryland. This year’s retreat theme 
is: “If Today You Hear God’s Voice.” To reserve your room, 
call Loyola at 301-392-0800. The suggested offering for the  
weekend is $245. ($195 for first timers or young adults under 
age 35). You can review the retreat schedule and also reserve a 
room online at www.loyolaonthepotomac.com. Take some 
time to “Come Away and Rest Awhile” and spend a some 
prime time  during Lent with God. 
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   Sick / Homebound Visits 
 

 

Are you or someone you know sick and/or homebound for  
any reason? We can arrange home visits from the parish and  
provide prayer and the sacraments. We would love to bring 

God’s Grace and Peace to anyone in difficult times.  
Please contact Cat Sands, Pastoral Minister, at 
csands@nativityburke.org to schedule a visit. 

NO HANDS BUT YOURS MINISTRY 
 

No Hands But Yours is an original Nativity Ministry doing God’s 
work by serving those less fortunate members of His flock. We 
work distributing food, clothing, and personal items to the poor 
and homeless in DC (McPherson Square and tent encampments) 
and northern VA every Sunday morning, rain or shine. We also 
have weekly trips into designated areas bringing Panera bread 
donations along with help from local food banks. Through the 
blessings of God, we have grown through our Nativity community 
and continue to do so. For more details you can visit the Nativity 
Parish website and under the Ministry tab, select No Hands But 
Yours. We also have a Signup Genius where you can access spe-
cifics along with our schedule where you can volunteer to assist.  
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4AAFAC22A1FA7-
nohands1). Families are also welcomed! If you have interest in 
learning more and would like to participate in daily/Sunday runs, 
please contact John Rubino at(john.albert.rubino@gmail.com). 
Thank you all for helping the needy. And remember 
always, that “Christ has no body now but yours, no 
hands but yours, no feet but yours…”  
– St Theresa of Avila 

Diocese of Arlington Scholarship Foundation 
Give a child the gift of a Catholic education and receive most of 

your donation back in federal and state tax savings! 
The Virginia Education Improvement Scholarships Tax Credit  

Program will award a 65% state tax credit for donations made to 
the Diocese of Arlington Scholarship Foundation, which will, in 
turn, provide scholarships for new students wishing to attend our 
diocesan Catholic Schools. You do not have to itemize in order to 

receive the 65% tax credit!  Donations must be  
preauthorized in advance. Please call Jeanne Combos at  

703-841-2764 (or email at DASF@arlingtondiocese.org) or go 
online for more details and to download the preauthorization  

request form at:   
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/Scholarship-Foundation/ 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The Altar Flower Book for 2023 is open with many dates  

available. This is a thoughtful way to honor a loved one, living or 
deceased. If you are interested, please stop by the parish office 
to sign up. You can now also go online and reserve flowers on 

our website at: https://nativityburke.org/altar-flowers/. 

Give a Gift for Life 

Please give a Gift for Life this season to help Project Rachel  
provide counseling and healing retreats to those who suffer the 

effects of abortion. One after-abortion care retreatant wrote:  
“I would have NEVER had the courage to show my face at this 
[abortion healing] retreat… God works in mysterious ways and 
by His grace, I found the courage to step forward in my faith.  

I am so grateful that this ministry exists and was there for me…
without judgement when I was ready to tackle the deep-rooted 
pain in my heart. I am forever grateful!” For more information 

and/or to donate: www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife 
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