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OPERATION STARFISH 1998 – 2026 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR 28 YEARS 

“Love for the poor…is the evangelical hallmark of a 
Church faithful to the heart of God” - Pope Leo XIV 
 

This weekend, we remember Fr. Richard Martin, our former 
pastor, on the 12th anniversary of his return to God. We also 
commemorate 28 years of Operation Starfish, our international 
ministry to the poor. Begun in 1998, with Fr. Martin’s vision to 
make the Lenten sacrifice more meaningful, Operation Starfish 
has helped us grow in our love for the poor. By the time  
Fr. Martin died in 2014, our parish, working with Food For  
The Poor, had developed 9 Nativity Villages in Haiti. 
 

Under the leadership of Msgr. Bob Cilinski, Nativity has  
completed 6 additional villages, including our latest - Nativity 
Village at Bois Louroux. In total, nearly 1,600 homes have been 
built in our Nativity Village projects. In addition, Operation 
Starfish has developed ocean fishing co-op’s, freshwater fish 
farms, clinics, schools, sewing centers, midwife training 
programs and other projects throughout Haiti. In recent years, 
violence and disruption has reduced the scope of work we can 
accomplish in Haiti. But just recently, Food For The Poor CEO 
Ed Raine returned from Cap Haitien with news that US base 
staff can resume travel to Haiti after a 6 year hiatus. Much of  
our work in Haiti is now taking place in the north, where 
conditions are better. 
 

In Jamaica, we have sponsored 4 medical students through an 
arrangement with the University of the West Indies Medical 
School. This year we are funding a physical therapy program  
at the Golden Age Home, a facility for poor elderly residents, 
which our mission trips have visited in the past. And in Hondu-
ras, we have now built 4 medical clinics. Our mission trips have 
visited 2 of the clinics and this summer we will survey a possi-
ble Nativity Village project in Honduras. We also continue to  
support the Missionary Sisters of Christ the King, who operate 
Cardinal Leger Leper Hospital in Haiti. 
 

With all the turmoil and unrest in the 
world, Nativity parishioners have never 
lost the vision of Fr. Martin. We contin-
ue to make a difference, one person at a 

time. We remember Fr. Martin this 
weekend, we join with Msgr. Cilinski, 
our clergy, religious, staff and fellow 

parishioners to remember him and 
recommit ourselves to serving the poor, 
across the street and around the world. 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 

Despite the continuing violence and disruption in Haiti, we have 
been able to bring our 15th Nativity Village close to completion. 
Nativity Village at Bois-Louroux adds 40 new homes to the 
nearly 1,600 homes we have provided, in partnership with Food 
For The Poor. Hundreds of families in Haiti are living with  
new hope because we were there for them. As we remember  
Fr. Richard Martin today, on the 12th anniversary of his return 
to God, we remain thankful for his vision in starting Operation 
Starfish 28 years ago. 
 

When Fr. Martin, Nativity’s former pastor, began Operation 
Starfish in 1998, he could not have imagined that his simple  
idea of saving 50 cents a day during the 40 days of Lent could 
make such a difference. He wanted to make the Lenten sacrifice 
more meaningful and help us turn toward the poor. It has been a  
blessing for me to have been able build on this foundation and 
join our parishioners on mission trips, add more self-sustaining 
components to our villages, and expand the work of Operation 
Starfish to Jamaica and Honduras. 
 

With the completion of our 4th medical clinic in Honduras, we 
will be sending another group of parishioners there this summer 
to explore the possibility of developing a Nativity Village  
community, our first in this Central American country. And  
Another student in Jamaica will attend the University of the 
West Indies in 2026 under an Operation Starfish scholarship. 
 

I am so very grateful to you, our Nativity parishioners, for your 
compassion, generosity and commitment to serving the poor. 
You are truly the hands and feet of Christ in this world. 
 

On this 12th anniversary of Fr. Martin’s return to God, let us 
recommit ourselves in the words of Pope Leo XIV “to make a 
decisive and radical choice in favor of the weakest.” 
 
Love and Blessings, 
 

 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski, Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 

 

SECURITY MINISTRY 
 

Last Sunday we began a Security Ministry at Nativity. Its  
purpose is to create a safe, welcoming environment during our  
worship. 
 

A highly trained, discreet two-person team will be present at 
every Sunday Mass. They will combine professional security 
practice with a ministry heart, preventing issues and responding 
effectively when needed. 
 

One change is: when Mass begins the side doors of the church 
will be locked. You can always go out, but those coming to 
Mass will use the front doors in the Narthex. It provides good 
protection and is now a best practice for houses of worship.  
 

We are grateful to our security ministers for their service while 
we all participate in Mass and care for one another. Thank you. 

Monthly Sensory Mass: Sunday, May 10th at 1:00 pm  
 

In an effort to embrace and welcome the neurodiverse members 
of our community, Nativity Catholic Church is hosting a  
monthly Sensory Mass on the second Sunday of every month  
at the 1:00 pm Mass. All are welcome to attend! 
A special invitation is extended to any person in need of sensory 
accommodations. A sensory Mass requires a welcoming   
stigma-free environment and accommodations to help reduce 
over-stimulation and sensory overload. We also invite you to 
join us after the Sensory Mass for coffee, donuts, and fellowship 
in the cafeteria.   
If you would like to learn more about the Monthly Sensory Mass 
please email Tracey Hulen, Disability Inclusion Coordinator 
at thulen@nativityburke.org. 
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TWO WORDS: “THE NATIVITY YARD SALE  
IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!” 

 

During your annual spring clean-up and before tossing out your 
former “treasures”, please consider storing them in a corner of 
your garage or basement for donation to the Annual Yard Sale. 

The Nativity Annual Yard Sale for Charity sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus Father Vincent S. Sikora Council 7992,  
is Saturday, June 27, 2026. Collections will begin Thursday,  

June 18, 2026 and continue through Wednesday June 24, 2026.  
Your donations are tax-deductible and sincerely appreciated. 

 

FOR E-GIVING, PLEASE USE  
THE QR CODE OR VISIT: 
https://osvhub.com/nativityburke/giving/funds 

 

Auditions for Hello, Dolly! 
 

Nativity Players Theatre Ministry 
Join us for a wonderful summer 
of music, laughter, and community!  

 

 
Nativity Players Theatre Ministry invites teens and adults to 
audition for our summer production of Hello, Dolly!—a joyful, 
high-energy musical filled with humor, heart, and unforgettable 
music. We are committed to creating a positive, supportive  
environment where performers of all experience levels can  
grow in confidence, community, and artistry. 
 

Audition Dates & Location: May 14 & 15 
Who Can Audition: Teens 16 and up and adults  
(limited roles for younger performers) 
Details & Registration: nativitytheatreministry.org 
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MASS INTENTIONS & 
MASS SCHEDULE 
“We are God's People”  

1 Peter 2:10 
 
 

 

Monday, May 4 
7:30 am † Ross Merulla 
12:00 pm † The Yau Family 
 

Tuesday, May 5 
7:30 am † Louis & Edith Kane 
12:00 pm † Ernesto Chandeck 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
7:30 am † Anthony Miles Jr. 
3:00 pm † Jerry Reyes (Sunrise) 
 

Thursday, May 7 
7:30 am † Richard O’Brien 
12:00 pm † Robin Barron 
 

Friday, May 8 
7:30 am  † Fr. Julius Cilinski 
 

Saturday, May 9 
9:00 am † Rico G. Robles 
5:00 pm † David Lynch 
7:00 pm Nativity Parishioners 
 

Sunday, May 10 
7:00 am † Ann DiRenzo 
9:00 am † John Osborn Frazee 
11:00 am Mother’s Day Novena 
1:00 pm † Norma Peraldo (Sensory) 
5:30 pm † Joan Boos 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

 

ECHO Collection THIS weekend, May 2/3  
Food Room Most Needed Items 

 

Thank you for including ECHO Food Room needs on your  
shopping list. The USDA calculates that a meal for one persons 
is considered to be 1.2 pounds of food. Thus far this fiscal year 
ECHO has distributed 288,560 pounds of food which converts to 
240,466 meals given to our neighbors in Burke and Springfield. 
Thank you donors for your generosity in helping our neighbors. 
Your help is greatly appreciated. We collected 842 lbs on the 
weekend of March 28/29.    
 

ECHO 's policy is to not give expired, open or repackaged food 
to clients. PLEASE do not bring these items or glass jars!! 
Bag Beans (black, red or garbanzo beans preferred), Lentils, 
Canned Fruit, Cereal/Oatmeal (low sugar), Can Tomatoes,  
Tomato paste, Canned Milk, Shelf stable milk, Hot Chocolate, 
Snacks (Crackers, raisins, granola bars, dry fruit, nuts, etc.) 
Baked Beans, Coffee (Instant and Ground), Honey, Pancake 
Syrup, Cooking Oil, Non-salt spices, Masa Corn Flour, Granu-
lated Sugar, Lemon or Lime Juice, Tortillas, Condiments, Mac 
and Cheese, Canned Meat, Paper bags, Newspaper plastic 
sleeves, Paper boxes, Toilet Paper, Facial Tissue, Toothpaste, 
Razors, Shampoo, Laundry Detergent, Paper Towels, Body/
Hand lotion, Band Aids, Diapers. (sizes 2, 4, 5, 6), Sanitary 
Napkins. 

 
Scholarship Opportunity for  

HS Seniors and Undergraduates 
 
 

Graduating high school seniors and current undergraduates are 
invited to apply for a scholarship from the Associates of St. John 
Bosco (ASJB), a Catholic non-profit organization in Northern 
Virginia that helps students keep their Catholic faith in college.   
ASJB will be offering up to five (5) scholarships totaling 
$40,000 to students from the Catholic Diocese of Arlington  
who seek to serve the Church in some capacity after they  
graduate from college. Students who will be pursuing a religious  
vocation, or work as a youth minister or Catholic school  
educator, among other careers, are invited to apply. 
Visit www.asjb.org/scholarship-program to find the application 
and to learn more. Deadline is May 18, 2026.   

MOTHER’S DAY CARDS AND MASSES 
 

A Novena of nine Masses will be said during the 
month of May for Mothers, living and deceased.  

Spiritual Bouquet cards may be found in the Church  
vestibule and Parish office. Mother’s names  

will be placed on the Altar. 
 

Novena Masses 

Sunday, May 10 11:00 AM 
Monday, May 11 7:30 AM 
Tuesday, May 12 12:00 PM 
Wednesday, May 13 7:30 AM 
Thursday, May 14 7:30 AM  
Saturday, May 16 7:00 PM 
Sunday, May 17 5:30 PM 
Monday, May 18 7:30 AM 

 

The 2026 Bishop’s 
Lenten Appeal: 

In Christ, We Are One 
 

We’re so close to our $840,000 BLA dollar goal but still need your 
participation to get us there. Any amount works! As of April 23, 

our pledges and one-time donations total $782,869 with 
about one in six of our Nativity families participating. Giving is 
easy at www.arlingtondiocese.org/bla or just use the QR code 

here. BLA envelopes are also available at church. Your support 
greatly helps the many charities, ministries, and programs 

throughout the Diocese and so much here at Nativity. 
Thank you once again and may God bless you for your 

sacrificial gift. 

ROSARY MINISTRY MEETING 
Please join us on Tuesday, May 19 from 1:00-3:00pm in the  

Fr. Ready Room. You don't need to be crafty! We will teach you 
to make Mission Rosaries that are sent all over the world.  

All supplies are provided!  Most learn within an hour and then 
you are sent home with all the supplies you need to make more 
rosaries. Our meetings always begin with the recitation of the 

rosary. If you have any questions, contact 
the rosaryministry@nativityburke.org. 
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Nativity is a tithing community                                        
Giving back a portion of God’s blessings in gratitude 
“Each day with one heart—we are the hands of Jesus” 
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Pre-HSPT and Parent How to High School 
 

John Paul is hosting the Pre-High School Placement Test  
(Pre-HSPT) for current 7th grade students on  
Saturday, May 16, 2026 from 9:00 am-12:15 pm. 
The Pre-HSPT is optional, and is a practice test intended to help 
students become more familiar with the different sections of the 
HSPT under timed conditions. The practice test is designed to 
give the student an idea of how the exam will be administered 
and what to expect on the actual day of testing during the  
student's 8th grade year.  
Parents are invited to stay for Parent How to High School - a 
workshop on preparing your student for high school!  
To register for the Pre-HSPT, please use the following 
link: https://saintjohnpaul.mypaysimple.com/s/7th-grade-pre-
hspt. Please reach out by email at admissions@jpthegreat.org  
or by phone at 703-445-0246 with any questions! 
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32nd Annual Memorial Mass of the Archdiocese 
for the Military Services - Sunday, May 17 2026 

 

The Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio, J.C.D., Archbishop for 
the Military Services, USA, cordially invites you and your 
guests to attend the 32nd Annual Memorial Mass of the  
Archdiocese for the Military Services at 4:30 pm in the Great 
Upper Church of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the  
Immaculate Conception. 
 

Together with the priests of the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA, please join in prayer as the men and women  
who are serving or have served in the Armed Forces, especially 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice, are honored. 

 

• The schedule of events will be as follows: 
Sacrament of Penance at 2:30- 3:30 pm 
Rosary at 3:00 pm in the Crypt Church 
Solemn Vespers at 4:00pm 
Holy Mass at 4:30 pm 
 

• Reception to follow the Mass in the din-
ing area immediately below the main floor 
of the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception. 
  

• Dress: Civilian – Business Attire 
Military Equivalent 

 

• For reserved seating at the Mass, please register by May 8th  
 

• If you have intentions to be remembered at the altar, please 
submit them to www.milarch.org/intentions 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN 
Second Collection next weekend 
 

Social media has revolutionized how Catholics present the time-
less and hopeful message of the Gospel—not only the means and 
style of communication, but also the type of content that best 
reaches the public and creates lasting impressions. When people 
feel lonely or isolated, they seek personal connections, authentici-
ty, and stories of hope that show how the Gospel is a living and 
transformative message. 
Using support received through CCC, the USCCB’s Office of  
Public Affairs creates personal, informal videos in which bishops 
describe both their pastoral work and their daily lives as pastoral 
leaders. These short videos, produced specifically for social  
media, introduce the bishops and invite them to reflect on their  
favorite saints, the significance of liturgical seasons, and personal 
moments in their lives, such as their vocation stories and experi-
ences of receiving the news that they were named a bishop. 
These videos are an example of how CCC enables the bishops  
of the United States to bring their message of hope to the public  
in relatable ways that resonate and foster connection with the  
faithful. The CCC also supports the Daily Readings page on the 
USCCB website, which helps users follow along with the  
biblical texts proclaimed at Mass and aids their prayer and  
meditation on Sacred Scripture. 
When you participate in your diocese’s collection for CCC, half  
of your gift supports these national efforts, and the other half  
stays in your own diocese to support local communication  
programs that bring the Gospel to you and your neighbors.  
For more information about the collection and the projects it sup-
ports, visit www.usccb.org/ccc. To support the national efforts of 
CCC with an online donation, please use this QR code or visit 
#iGiveCatholic at igivecatholic.org/story/USCCB-CC. 
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

Project Rachel: Help after Abortion. A safe place to share your 
emotions and work toward healing. helpafterabortion.org, 
703.841.2504.  
Tepeyac Pro-Life OB/GYN: Faith-based Pro-life OB/GYN  
restoring integrity of human person with modern medicine and 
healing of Christ. tepeyacobgyn.com, 703.273.9440. 
Gabriel Project: Pregnancy Outreach for Expectant Mothers. 
Offers emotional, spiritual, material, and financial support 
through a pregnancy helpline and parish-based volunteer 
“Angel” support. helpforpregnantwomen.org. 866.444.3553. 
Catholic Charities Pregnancy and Adoption Services. Provides 
transformative services to those whose lives are impacted by 
unplanned pregnancy. https://www.ccda.net/need-help/
pregnancy-and-adoption-services/, 703.841.3830. 
The National Catholic Bioethics Center: Provides education, 
guidance, and resources to the Church and society to uphold the 
dignity of the human person in health care and biomedical re-
search, thereby sharing in the ministry of Jesus Christ and his 
Church. https://www.ncbcenter.org. 
Virginia Bishops Oppose Extreme Abortion Amendment:  
A proposal to add an extreme and deadly “fundamental right” to 
abortion to Virginia’s constitution is virtually certain to proceed 
to a referendum. The inevitable and alarming reality is that  
Virginia voters will be faced with this ballot question sometime 
in 2026 – either during a special election in the spring or during 
the general election in November. The exact timing of the refer-
endum will be determined by the General Assembly in January. 
This radical amendment goes far beyond even what Roe v.  
Wade previously allowed. It would enshrine virtually unlimited 
abortion at any stage of pregnancy, with no age restriction.  
Among numerous other problems, it would severely jeopardize 
Virginia’s parental consent law, conscience protections for 
healthcare providers, health and safety standards for women, and 
restrictions on taxpayer-funded abortions. Most tragically of all, 
the extreme abortion amendment provides no protections what-
soever for preborn children.  
Parental rights must be defended. So too must religious liberty. 
No one should ever be forced to pay for or participate in an abor-
tion. Health and safety should be enhanced, not diminished. 
Most importantly, human life is sacred. The lives of vulnerable 
women and their preborn children must always be welcomed, 
cared for, and protected.  
We urge all Virginians to oppose this extreme amendment, and 
to pray and fast for the conversion of minds and hearts in the 
months leading up to this singularly critical vote.  
For more information about the amendment and what you can do 
to stop it, please visit vacatholic.org/Amendment.  St. Lucy Summer Food Drive:  

Saturday, June 6th from 9:00AM-1:00PM 
 

The St. Lucy Summer Food Drive will take place from 9:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM on Saturday, 6 June to support Catholic Charities in 
its campaign against hunger in the Diocese. The St. Lucy truck 
will be parked at the rear of the church parking lot nearest 
Old Keene Mill Road (like in the previous food drives). During 
that time, you can drive to the truck and our team will take any 
donations from your vehicle (please place your donations in 
your trunk for safe and easy removal). Catholic Charities also 
accepts monetary donations, especially grocery gift cards (Giant,  
Safeway, etc.); any donation is welcome! Please make any 
checks out to CCDA, with “St. Lucy Project” in the memo line.  
If you have questions, please email the St. Lucy Team at  
nativity.stlucyteam@gmail.com. Thank you and God bless you! 

 

Pray the Pro-Life Rosary and Witness with Us! 
When: Friday mornings after the 7:30 am Mass 
Where: 900 S. Washington St, Falls Church, VA. 
 
 

Join Nativity in praying the Pro-Life Rosary for mothers in need 
and for the protection of human life. Your peaceful presence 
outside on the sidewalk in front of the Falls Church abortion 
facility makes a difference by increasing awareness, and for  
parents who find themselves in unplanned/crisis pregnancies. 
Contact rickloffredo@outlook.com.   

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 
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Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 
The first meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting 

of the month is devoted to faith formation.  
Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows.  

Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. 

 

Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events,  
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992.  
Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter? If not, go  
to: <https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign up. 
Widow Support: **Updated** We need drivers to support rides to  
appointments. See SUG for details!  
8 & 9 May: Dames - High Tea Party 
9 May: The Knights of Columbus, in coordination with INOVA Blood  
Service, will conduct the Spring Blood Drive from 7:00am to noon at Saint 
Raymond Catholic Church. Currently less than 38% of our population is 
eligible to donate blood. If you are eligible to donate blood signup online 
at: https://www.inovabloodsaves.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/35729 or after Mass in the Narthex on May 2nd or 
3rd. The blood banks need our help, please consider giving the gift of life. 
30 May: Pilgrimage - St. Thomas More Cathedral. 
YARD SALE IS COMING! SUG is live for Area Leads, others to follow  
for volunteers. Please support this annual event! 
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one month.  
Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is deeply  
appreciated. Send an updated request for continued support.   
https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5 
Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our Warden, 
Dan Thomas, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.    
Nativity Ushers assist at collections: Volunteer for your Mass!  
Volunteer on LinkTree to maintain a database of potential helpers! 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and  
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on LinkTree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: Parishioners unable to perform basic  
maintenance tasks or small home repairs due to health or other factors, 
contact the “Handy Knights.” Email handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.  
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need of  
assistance. Brothers and their families (living and deceased) in need  
of a helping hand, contact Br. John Landy at navyy8@yahoo.com. 
3rd Degree Knights - Grow with 4th Degree: Participate in patriotic 
activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree Assembly meets 
the second Tuesday of the month in the Nativity school cafeteria.  
7:30 pm rosary, 7:45 pm business meeting followed by fellowship.  
If you are interested, please contact our Faithful Navigator Murray Rupert 
at fn2996@vakofc.org.  

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL      

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

nativityschool.org 

Nativity Career Day ~~ 

Exploring the Possibilities! 

************************************* 

Career Day here at Nativity is one of our students’ favor-
ites – it’s a peek into what their futures could hold. Our 
students got to spend time with a group of parents skilled 
in an array of different occupations, i.e, a small business 
owner; a Children's Book author; a Cardiology nurse  
practitioner; an IT Manager for the US Senate; a research 
physiologist, Veterans Affairs; an Air Force Pilot; a Space 
and Flight Test Engineer; a K-9 Officer with the Arlington 
Police Department; a Business Risk Management/Fraud 
Investigator; Chief of Staff, for a US House Member, and 
a product and corporate strategist in the Telecommunica-
tions Industry. From brainstorming a children’s book, to 
jumping into exercise class, to discovering what it takes to 
fly a jet, or training and caring for a police dog, our  
students left this event excited and open to even more  
possibilities for their futures.  
A great big thank you to Julie Wilson and Elaine Vrooman 
for organizing this informative – and fun! –  event.   
Special thanks to those who shared their stories with our 
teachers and students: Monica Stoltzfus, Katie Mueller, 
Nicholette Dunleavy, Andrew & Stacey Ivie, Chelsea 
Kemlage, Maria Slahetka, Jared Gollie, Senait Tewolde, 
Lincoln Bonner, Rebecca Keightley, and Robert Hegblom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************************************ 
Important Upcoming Dates ~~ 

May 4 - 8 - Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 25 - No School/Memorial Day  

Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international 
Order of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 
our families, serve others, and defend values in a busy chang-
ing world. Join today at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. As we 

continue to celebrate Blessed Michael J. McGivney's Beatifica-
tion, please enter the Promo Code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY to 
join online for free. Please email our Deputy Grand Knight, 
Vince Augelli, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org or the Grand 

Knight, Michael Bender at gk7992@nativityburke.org  
with any questions.  

Annual Multi-Car Raffle 
We’re thrilled to share that one of our Nativity parishioners 
won the coveted Ford Mustang this year—congratulations! 

Be sure to check out the complete list of winners here:  
https://allsaintsvachurch.org/giving/car-raffle/. 

Thank you for your incredible generosity and support of this 
year’s raffle. Your participation helps make a meaningful  

difference, benefiting our parish and the charitable works of  
the Knights of Columbus. 

mailto:handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com
mailto:navyy8@yahoo.com
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Gifts for Seminarian Education Endowment Fund (SEEF) 
Please support our seminarians and SEEF, a permanent  

endowment fund established in 2011. SEEF's income provides 
funding for annual seminarian expenses such as room, board, 

tuition, health insurance and books, which total almost  
$45,000 per seminarian. Please give generously!  

To donate, make checks payable to: “Foundation for the  
CDA - SEEF.” Mail to: The Foundation, 200 N. Glebe Road, 

Suite 811, Arlington, VA 22203. Questions: contact John French 
at john.french@arlingtondiocese.org or (703) 841-3819. 

Discover Cursillo: A Journey in Faith 
Looking for a way to deepen your relationship with Christ and live your faith more vibrantly in your daily life? Join fellow 
parishioners this spring for a series of informal gatherings to learn about the Cursillo (meaning ‘short course’) movement. 
This movement provides a simple method to help us live what is fundamental to being Christian. Together, we explore the 
three pillars of Christian life: Piety (recognizing where God is moving in our lives today), Study (growing in our  
understanding of God and the Church), Action (discovering how to be modern-day apostles in our homes and workplaces). 
We will meet on the following Saturdays at the Nativity Church Grotto to share fellowship and conversation from  9:00am – 11:00am 
on May 30, June 6 and June 20. Whether you have heard about Cursillo before or are simply curious about how to strengthen your walk 
with Christ, ALL are welcome! For more info or to RSVP, please contact: Laura Laverdiere at lauralaverdiere@msn.com,  
571-239-4418. https://nativityburke.org/cursillo/, https://www.arlingtoncursillo.org. Bring a lawn chair! 

JP Summer Camps - Register Today! 
Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School's summer camp 
registration is now open! Check out this year’s camp offerings 
and sign up today! For rising 2nd to 9th graders, JP summer 

camps are a great way to spend your summer! John Paul offers 
both Athletic and Enrichment Camps and its premier day camp, 

Camp Quintessential. Go to jpthegreat.org/summercamp  
to learn more about what JP is offering! 

 
 
 
 

Chesterton Academy of Christ the King, a small co-ed classical 
high school that is part of the international Chesterton Schools 
Network, will be opening at St. Lawrence Catholic Church this 

fall.  Chesterton Academies are known for their strong  
Catholic identity anchored in daily school Mass, rigorous  

classical curriculum, screen-free socratic seminar format, and 
affordable tuition. Visit Chesterton-ChristTheKing.org  

to learn more or to apply. Limited spaces remain for  
rising freshmen for the 2026-2027 school year. 

   Sick / Homebound Visits 
Are you or someone you know sick and/or homebound for  
any reason? We can arrange home visits from the parish and  
provide prayer and the sacraments. We would love to bring 

God’s Grace and Peace to anyone in difficult times.  
Please contact Cat Sands, Pastoral Minister, at 
csands@nativityburke.org to schedule a visit. 

PARKING SAFETY REMINDER   
For the safety of all, please DO NOT park in fire lanes, along the 

yellow lines or in the travel lanes of the driveways at Nativity.  
In case of emergency, first responder vehicles must have access 

to our buildings. Knowing that parking is at a premium at  
our weekend Masses, your cooperation and concern  

for other's safety is appreciated!! 
THANK YOU! 

"Whoever believes in Me will also do the works that  
I do." (John 14:12) 

Jesus calls us to remain in Him, allowing His love to flow through 
our lives. In sacramental marriage, couples are like branches  

rooted in Christ, growing together and bearing fruit for His king-
dom through love, support, and service to one another. Pray for 

guidance in nurturing your vocation and encourage others to rec-
ognize God’s call. Should you desire some direction, talk to your 

priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at (703) 841-2514  
or via email: vocations@arlingtondiocese.org.  

Are you registered in the Parish? 
If you are not receiving mail or emails from the parish, chances 

are you are not registered. You are free to stop by the Parish  
Office to fill out a registration form to become a registered  

member of  Nativity Parish or go online to: nativityburke.org  
and download one. Registration is required to be a  
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V Domingo de Pascua, Ciclo A 
Juan 14, 1-12: La respuesta cristiana a la pregunta humana más inquietante 
Autor: P. Raniero Cantalamessa, ofmcap 
Sitio Web: P. Raniero Cantalamessa, ofmcap   
 
Hechos 6, 1-7; 1 Pedro 2, 4-9; Juan 14, 1-12 
En el libro del Génesis se lee que después del pecado Dios dijo al Hombre: «Con el sudor de tu rostro 
comerás el pan, hasta que vuelvas al suelo, pues de él fuiste tomado. Porque eres polvo y al polvo torna-
rás» (Gn 3, 19). Cada año, el miércoles de Ceniza, la liturgia nos repite esta severa advertencia: «Recuerda 
que polvo eres y en polvo te has de convertir». Si dependiera de mí, haría desaparecer de inmediato esta 
fórmula de la liturgia. Justamente ahora la Iglesia permite sustituirla con la otra: «Convertios y creed en el 
Evangelio». Tomada a la letra, sin las debidas explicaciones, aquellas palabras son de hecho la expresión 
perfecta del ateísmo científico moderno: el hombre no es más que una polvareda de átomos que se re-
solverá, al final, en otra polvareda de átomos.  
El Qohélet [Eclesiastés. ndt], un libro de la Biblia escrito en una época de crisis de las certezas religiosas en 
Israel, parece confirmar esta interpretación atea cuando escribe: «Todos caminan hacia una misma meta; 
todos han salido del polvo y todos vuelven al polvo. ¿Quién sabe si el aliento de vida de los humanos 
asciende hacia arriba y si el aliento de vida de la bestia desciende hacia abajo, a la tierra?» (Qo 3, 20-21). 
Al final del libro, esta última terrible duda (quién sabe si hay diferencia entre la suerte final del hombre y la 
del animal) parece resuelta positivamente, porque el autor dice que «vuelva el polvo a la tierra, a lo que era, 
y el espíritu vuelva a Dios que es quien lo dio» (Qo 12, 7). En los últimos escritos del Antiguo Testamento 
empieza, es verdad, a abrirse camino la idea de una recompensa de los justos después de la muerte, y has-
ta la de una resurrección de los cuerpos, pero es una creencia aún bastante vaga en el contenido y no com-
partida por todos, por ejemplo, por los saduceos.  
En este contexto podemos valorar la novedad de las palabras con las que empieza el Evangelio del domingo: 
«No se turbe vuestro corazón. Creéis en Dios; creed también en mí. En la casa de mi Padre hay muchas 
mansiones; si no, os lo habría dicho; porque voy a prepararos un lugar. Y cuando haya ido y os haya prepar-
ado un lugar, volveré y os tomaré conmigo, para que donde esté yo, estéis también vosotros». Contienen la 
respuesta cristiana a la más inquietante de las preguntas humanas. Morir no es --como estaba en los inicios 
de la Biblia y en el mundo pagano-- bajar al Seól o al Hades para llevar allí una vida de larvas o de sombras; 
no es --como para ciertos biólogos ateos- restituir a la naturaleza el propio material orgánico para un ulteri-
or uso por parte de otros seres vivos; tampoco es --como en ciertas formas de religiosidad actuales que se 
inspiran en doctrinas orientales (con frecuencia mal entendidas)-- disolverse como persona en el gran mar 
de la conciencia universal, en el Todo o, según los casos, en la Nada... Es en cambio ir a estar con Cristo en 
el seno del Padre, ser donde Él es.  
El velo del misterio no se ha levantado porque no puede suprimirse. Igual que no se puede describir qué es 
el color a un ciego de nacimiento o el sonido a un sordo, tampoco se puede explicar qué es una vida fuera 
del tiempo y del espacio a quien aún está en el tiempo y en el espacio. No es Dios quien ha querido man-
tenernos en la oscuridad... Nos ha dicho, sin embargo, lo esencial: la vida eterna será una comunión plena, 
alma y cuerpo, con Cristo resucitado, compartir su gloria y su gozo.  
El Papa Benedicto XVI, en su reciente encíclica sobre la esperanza (Spe salvi), reflexiona sobre la naturaleza 
de la vida eterna desde un punto de vista también existencial. Comienza observando que hay personas que 
no desean en absoluto una vida eterna, que incluso tienen miedo. ¿Para qué sirve --se preguntan-- prolon-
gar una existencia que se ha revelado llena de problemas y de sufrimientos? 
La razón de este temor, explica el Papa, es que no se logra pensar en la vida más que en los modos que 
conocemos aquí abajo; mientras que se trata, sí, de vida, pero sin todas las limitaciones que experimen-
tamos en el presente. La vida eterna --dice la Encíclica--, será sumergirse en el océano del amor infinito, en 
el cual el tiempo --el antes y el después-- ya no existe. No será un continuo sucederse de días del calen-
dario, sino como el momento pleno de satisfacción, en el cual la totalidad nos abraza y nosotros abrazamos 
la totalidad.  
Con estas palabras el Papa alude tal vez, tácitamente, a la obra de un famoso compatriota suyo. El ideal del 
Fausto de Goethe es de hecho precisamente alcanzar tal plenitud de vida y tal satisfacción que le haga ex-
clamar: «Detente, instante: ¡eres tan bello!». Creo que ésta es la idea menos inadecuada que podemos 
hacernos de la vida eterna: un instante que desearíamos que no acabara nunca y que --a diferencia de to-
dos los instantes de felicidad de aquí abajo-- ¡no terminará jamás! Me vienen a la memoria las palabras de 
uno de los cantos más amados por los cristianos de lengua inglesa: «Amazing grace». Dice: «Y cuando allí 
hayamos estado diez mil años, / brillando como el sol, / el tiempo que nos queda de alabar a Dios / no será 
inferior que cuando todo comenzó»  (When we've been there  ten thousand years, / Bright shining as the 
sun, / We've no less days  to sing God's praise / Than when we've first begun.) 
[Traducción del original italiano por Marta Lago] 

http://www.cantalamessa.org/
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