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3 Years ago we celebrated Nativity Parish’ 50th Anniversary! 
This is an excerpt from Fr. Bob's Anniversary homily, June 11th, 2023. 
 

“Fifty years ago, this weekend, a group of Catholic families began a journey as they formed a procession from their homes where they 
united themselves as believers in the praise and thanksgiving of God. They placed themselves in the company of friends, neighbors and 
even strangers, to respond to Gods call. They gathered to form a new parish named Nativity Catholic Church with their pastor,  
Fr. Frank Ready. They marked themselves with the sign of the cross as that first Mass began, held at Hunt Valley School. Fr. Ready 
told them, "the Holy Spirit will guide us." The Feast that day was Pentecost. Today we have the privilege of celebrating the Eucharist 
together in thanksgiving to God for all the blessings and graces of the past 50 years. The word Eucharist means," thanksgiving." 
 

The Eucharist has been celebrated faithfully to this moment. It is the source of life and love that unites and strengthens the people of 
God here at Nativity. Today’s feast of Corpus Christi reminds us of the enduring presence of Jesus in every Mass and in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. Ordinary bread and wine become extraordinary. By faith and by fact bread and wine are transformed into Christ’s 
Body and Blood. Christ becomes small, he becomes bread. He humbles himself so he might feed us with his divinity and holiness. Not 
only is the bread and wine changed, but we are changed into the body of Christ. St Augustine said: "We become what we eat." We are 
transformed into Christ’s body here on earth. We are living tabernacles. When we greet and love each other, we are loving Christ.  
 

Recently Bishop Burbidge blessed and consecrated this new altar which along with the renovated sanctuary, pulpit and tabernacle  
reminds us that our worship should be inspiring and beautiful. The Second Vatican Council called for the full and active participation of 
the faithful in our liturgy and in the life of the parish. It all begins with the Mass. We see this full participation in the women and men 
who share in our vibrant and varied music ministry, dedicated lectors and extraordinary ministers of the eucharist, greeters, ushers,  
sacristans and 120 altar servers, boys and girls 
 

At the end of Mass we are sent out to bring the love of Christ made present in the Eucharist to a world so in need of Christ’s love. 
Through the efforts of over 60 ministries headed by dedicated parishioners and dynamic staff, we seek to build up a community of 
faith.  
 

Our Catholic Blue Ribbon School of Excellence is at full capacity led by our Principal Ms. Kelly and dedicated teachers. Our  
Religious Education Program directed by the Sisters and 250 catechists help our children grow in their faith. Through their efforts  
thousands and thousands of children receive their sacraments and are given a foundation from which to build their lives as Christs  
disciples. The RCIA welcomes many new members into the church each year. Bible studies and prayer groups provide the energy of  
the Holy Spirit to inspire us and sanctify our souls.  
 

Caring for the poor is a charism of this parish. To serve those most in need of God's love we generously provide substantial support to 
Catholic Charities and its St. Lucy Food Drive. We build homes in Haiti through Operation Starfish and in Appalachia with the Knights 
of Columbus. You are always so generous to the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal and Catholic Charities Christmas collection. We sacrifice for 
our weekly offertory that supports the ministry of this parish because we believe in and value what we are doing as worthy of our  
support.   
 

We are Pro-Life and Pro-Family. Marriage Enrichment provides date nights and events that affirm marriage and encourage spiritual 
growth. You seek to respond compassionately to the sick and those who experience difficult times. We are a welcoming and joyful 
community. We live the joy of the Gospel.  
 

God can't love you any more than he does. He became one with us and one of us in the incarnation. His Nativity is a joy… a joy to the 
world. He is available to you all the time. The Lord's particular love for you is unbelievable. You need to know this. God became a 
child. You are the children of God. He gives you every gift you need. God is beautiful. He is better than you think. He is amazing. He 
seeks your love... Those who have trouble believing that God loves you..... Jesus counters that in the Eucharist. Eucharist is the  
sacrament of divine love. This act of supreme love is prolonged through the Eucharist. Jesus calls us to be His friend's. While we were 
still sinners, He died for us. We are God’s joy. We are not trash, garbage, we are His joy. He says you are my friends. It belongs to 
friends to want to share life together… to be together. 50 Years, it’s a long time. But for people in love, time flies. 
 

Today we celebrate the people of the parish who have faithfully celebrated the Eucharist and strive to live the Gospel. We rejoice in this 
Jubilee Year. The procession that began 50 years ago ultimately leads us to heaven and the great communion of saints. We remember 
our beloved who have gone before us in faith. We pray for them and count on their prayers for us. As your pastor, I am beaming with 
joy of our parish family. I am so proud of you. Nativity, a community of love, compassion, joy, and generosity. Who wouldn't want to 
be part of that. We go into the future and the next 50 years renewed with the confidence that Fr. Ready expressed at the first Nativity 
Mass. "The Holy Spirit will guide you." The Blessed Mother will intercede for us. And Jesus is always with us, especially in the  
Eucharist.  
 

All has been accomplished by God's grace and the inspired works of so many. Everyone's efforts, priest and people, sisters and deacons, 
and talented staff have brought us to this day. Today we remember, and rejoice and give thanks. Congratulations, Happy Anniversary!” 
 

Love and Blessings! 

 
 

Msgr. Bob Cilinski, Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 
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Monthly Sensory Mass:  
Sunday, June 14th at 1:00 pm  
 

In an effort to embrace and welcome the neu-
rodiverse members of our community, Nativity 
Catholic Church is hosting a monthly Sensory 
Mass on the second Sunday of every month at 
the 1:00 pm Mass. All are welcome to attend!  

 

A special invitation is extended to any person in need of sensory 
accommodations. A sensory Mass requires a welcoming  
stigma-free environment and accommodations to help reduce 
over-stimulation and sensory overload.  
We also invite you to join us after the Sensory Mass for coffee, 
donuts, and fellowship in the cafeteria.  
If you would like to learn more about the Monthly Sensory 
Mass, please email Tracey Hulen, Disability Inclusion  
Coordinator at thulen@nativityburke.org. 

Volunteer Recruitment - Nativity Security Ministry: 
Join Us in Safeguarding Our Church Community! 
 

The Nativity Security Ministry is inviting parishioners to help 
keep our church safe and welcoming.  
The ministry uses two-person teams to cover each of the seven 
weekend Masses so every Mass has a watchful, supportive  
presence. We seek mature Catholics who stay calm under  
pressure, are physically able, and value humility, teamwork,  
and service. Anyone committed to helping protect our communi-
ty is welcome. 
Volunteers will participate in regular security training, including 
the next CPR/AED/First Aid certification class on July 18,  
attend quarterly team meetings, and serve on a rotating schedule. 
During assigned Masses, team members will patrol the church, 
stay alert for safety concerns, and work together to maintain a 
secure worship environment. To volunteer or learn more, email 
Joe Tiago at SecurityMinistry@nativityburke.org.  
Your willingness to serve helps keep Nativity safe and welcom-
ing for worship, fellowship, and community! 

Invitation to Join the Young Adult Ministry 
The Lord is Risen . . . and so is Young Adult ministry at Nativity!  

Fr. Jordan is inviting all Young Adults, ages 18-35, to join him  
in launching the ministry this summer. We are looking to plan  

formal and informal social events throughout the summer  
and launch men’s and women’s small group bible studies.  

If you are interested in joining us (even if you are just home  
for the summer from college!) email Fr. Jordan 

at frevans@nativityburke.org or come find him after Mass.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS  to 
FR. SEAN MAZARY  
On your Ordination to the  
Priesthood on June 6, 2026 
 

His First Mass at Nativity will take 
place: Sunday, June 14 at 11:00 am 
 
 

There will be a reception to follow in the Fr. Martin Center 
where you will be able to receive his blessing. Congratulations! 

 

On behalf of the St. Lucy Team of the  
Fr. Sikora Council Knights of Columbus:  
Thank You for your wonderful generosity!!! 

 
In the recent St. Lucy Food Drive, you donated nearly 10,700 lbs 
of food and $3,370 in monetary donations! These will go a very 
long way in replenishing the food warehouse and will make a 
big difference in the lives of many families in the Diocese! 
The next St. Lucy Food Drive will take place in October 2026. 
Please look for us then. And again, Thank You! 

THANK YOU FROM THE WOMEN OF NATIVITY 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the  

Annual Women of Nativity Baby Shower with donations of baby 
supplies and financial gifts. Your generosity was truly  

overwhelming. More than one organization said  
"Is this all ours?" when they came to pick up their donations.   

Their surprise and gratitude reflected the incredible kindness of 
our Nativity family. Because of your support, many babies and 

families in our community will receive much-needed help.  
Thank you for sharing God's love and for making such a  

meaningful difference. 

Friday, June 19, 2026 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
FRENCHY CYR SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDEES 

 

• Hannah Ly and Anthony Licud attending Saint John Paul   
the Great High School, 

• Abigail Hoenle attending Bishop Ireton High School,  

• Piper Boland (Nativity) and Bridget Roseberry attending 
Bishop O’Connell High School,  

• William Moorhouse attending Gonzaga College High School  
 

These wonderful students were each awarded a 2026/2027 
$1250 Frenchy Cyr Memorial scholarship for Catholic second-
ary school tuition for their exemplary academic performance, 
sustained school and community involvement, and outstanding 
Church and religious activity participation. Congratulations to 
all our winners! 
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MASS INTENTIONS & 
MASS SCHEDULE 
“We are God's People”  

1 Peter 2:10 
 
 
 

 

Monday, June 15 
7:30 am Special Intention for Kristina Hannam 
12:00 pm † Victoria Myers 
 

Tuesday, June 16 
7:30 am †  Thomas Gray 
12:00 pm † Charlene Munch 
 

Wednesday, June 17 
7:30 am Special Intention for the Khoddami Family 
3:00 pm Special Intention for the Family of Linda Gaudi 
(Burke Healthcare) 
 

Thursday, June 18 
7:30 am † Robert Sageley Erskine 
12:00 pm † Julie Marie Kapolka 
 

Friday, June 19 
7:30 am  † J. Kevin Donohue 
 

Saturday, June 20 
9:00 am Special Intention for Michael Birden 
5:00 pm † Ernie Weeks 
7:00 pm † Alvaro Padue Vallejo 
 

Sunday, June 21 
7:00 am Nativity Parishioners 
9:00 am † Conner McGowan 
11:00 am Father’s Day Novena 
1:00 pm † Bertha Fisher 
5:30 pm Special Intention for Michael Golinowski 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 
 

 

The 2026 Bishop’s 
Lenten Appeal: 

In Christ, We Are One 
 

Can you help get us to our Bishop’s Lenten Appeal dollar goal? We are so 
near our goal, but we need the help of parishioners who have not yet  

contributed to our BLA campaign. As of June 2, our pledges and donations 
amount to $807,221, but with only about 16 percent of registered families 

pledging. If you have not yet participated, there is still time. Any dollar 
amount helps reach our $840,000 goal. See www.arlingtondiocese.org/

BLA, scan the QR code for easy access, or use one of the BLA envelopes 
at Church. Your support helps so many charities, ministries,  

and programs throughout the Diocese and right here at Nativity.  
May God bless you dearly for your generosity. 

 

TWO WORDS:  
“EGADS! THE NATIVITY YARD SALE  

IS ALMOST HERE!” 
 

The Nativity Annual Yard Sale for Charity, sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus Father Vincent S. Sikora Council 7992, is  

Saturday, June 27, 2026 
Collections of treasures will begin Thursday, June 18, 2026 and 
continue through Wednesday, June 24, 2026. Check our flyer on 
the Parish web site under “Upcoming Events” for treasures that 

are acceptable and non-acceptable. Your donations are  
tax-deductible and sincerely appreciated. 

 

FOR FURNITURE PICK-UPS CALL 703-598-0698 or EMAIL  
NATIVITYYARDSALE@GMAIL.COM. ALL DONATIONS 

MUST BE IN GOOD CONDITION AND ACCEPTABLE!  
(CHECK THE NON-ACCEPTABLE LIST ON THE PARISH 

WEBSITE FOR FURNITURE WE CANNOT ACCEPT). 
 

Interested in helping with the yard sale. Volunteers are always 
welcome. No experience required. Sign-up to help with  

collections June 18th through June 26th at:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 
30E0D4EACAC29A2F58-nativity3 

Other volunteer opportunity questions?  
Contact nativityyardsale@gmail.com. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  
 

The next Prayer Shawl meeting will be held on  
Monday morning, June 15th at 9:30 am in the  
Fr. Ready room. This ministry is open to all  
members of our community!  

 

It provides a tangible sign of our prayers and concern to the  
critically ill. Members lovingly craft shawls, which are  
subsequently blessed by a priest, and shared with those in need. 

The next Rosary Ministry meeting will take place on:  
June 28 from 2:00-3:30pm in the Fr. Ready Room  

This  month will include Fr. Pine's: The History of the  
Rosary!  Please come view this interesting piece with us as we 
teach you how to make a Mission Rosary. Returning members 

please join us at this last meeting before summer break.  
We have lots of beads to count and package for new learners. 

If you have any questions please 
email rosaryministry@nativityburke.org. 

 

A FATHER’S DAY NOVENA OF MASSES  
 

Will be said during the month of June for all Fathers,  
living and deceased. Spiritual Bouquet cards will be  

available at the Church entrance and the Parish office.  
Their names will be placed on the alter. The Novena of  

Masses Schedule will be as follows:  
 

Sunday, June 21 11:00AM 
Monday, June 22   7:30AM 
Tuesday, June 23   12:00PM 
Wednesday, June 24   7:30AM 
Thursday, June 25   12:00PM 
Friday, June 26    7:30AM 
Saturday, June 27    7:00PM 
Monday, June 29   7:30AM 
Wednesday, July 1   3:00PM 
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Love working with children? Want flexibility? 
Consider subbing at Nativity School! Please Join Us! 
 

We are in need of substitute teachers with the following  
minimum qualifications: 

 2-plus years of college 

 Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective 
instructions in the absence of the teacher 

 Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom 
management skills 

 Diocesan-compliant 

 Successful background check 
 

For more information, email Rich Godwin at  
rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or call him at (703) 455-2300, 
ext.146; or you can contact Shannon Murphy, our Registrar,  
at (703) 455-2300, or smurph@nativityschool.org.    

The Importance of Sunday Mass 
As the body will die without food, the soul will expire  

without nourishment. As Catholics, that spiritual  
nourishment comes at the Sunday Eucharist.  

The Lord’s Day is essential for our faith.  

Donate towards or Help Deliver Baby Cribs through  
“Project Manger” – Saturday, June 20th 

 

Project Manger - Cribs for Life provides new cribs to women  
who have made a choice to give birth to their child rather 

than the alternative. Since 2009, Project Manger has purchased a 
total of 3,201 cribs. Project Manger continues to deliver the  

following powerful message to our moms, ‘THANK YOU FOR 
CHOOSING LIFE.’ There are two ways you can help: 

• Donate towards a crib at https://www.projectmanger.org/
donate-a-crib. Donations are tax deductible and all donations 
collected through this option will be used for only cribs. 
These cribs also turn into a toddler beds as well. The cost of 
one crib and mattress is $150, but any amount would be 
greatly appreciated. 

• Help deliver cribs any time from 8:30-noon! Join us at:        
A Woman Choice Center, 6201 Leesburg Pike, #220, Falls 
Church to support Project Manger—Cribs for Life. Only 
need to deliver new boxed cribs and packaged sheets around 
Falls Church area, no assembly required. Join when you can. 
Contact Rick Loffredo for more information at                 
rickloffredo@outlook.com. 
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JOIN CUB SCOUTING!! 
Pack 1101 invites all boys and girls K through 5th graders to 
join Cub Scouting. Learn new crafts, skills, and participate in 

fun activities such as the Pinewood Derby, Blue and Gold Ban-
quet, nature walks and family camp outs. Den meetings are once 

or twice per month from September to May at Nativity.  
For more information, contact Dave Zivich at 

davezivich@gmail.com. 
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For more information, please contact  
Seminarian Gabriel Gaudet at ggaudet@nativityburke.org 
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PRO-LIFE CORNER Catholics: Vote NO to extreme abortion 
and same-sex marriage amendments to Virginia State Consti-
tution – Go to web link to Pledge to Vote. 
Catholics Vote No is “the diocesan communication plan to fight 
the abortion and marriage amendments which Bishop Burbidge 
announced to all clergy: https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/
vote. There you will find information, parish resources, and 
links. These websites are works in progress and are also being 
launched in Spanish. Keep checking back for updates!  
This effort to educate and engage the faithful seeks to ensure that 
every Catholic understands that there are two dangerous amend-
ments to the Virginia Constitution before the voters this fall. 
Catholics must vote and must reject them both. Listen to Bishop 
Burbidge explain why on his latest podcast:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7fVuO7Fbkg&t=966s 
This fall in the Commonwealth of Virginia two proposed amend-
ments on the ballot threaten the human right to life and the truth 
of marriage. These proposed amendments are called the 
“Virginia Right to Reproductive Freedom Amendment” and the 
“Virginia Remove Constitutional Same-Sex Marriage Ban 
Amendment.” They also threaten constitutional justice, the  
equal protection of the laws, and religious liberty. 
As Catholics, we vote "no" on these proposed amendments. We 
recognize that, if passed, these amendments would enshrine ob-
jective wrongs in Virginia’s Constitution and overturn basic mat-
ters of justice and gravely damage the intrinsic dignity of per-
sons and the nature of marriage and the family. These are mat-
ters of fundamental truth concerning the human person.  
Although Catholics may in good conscience disagree over most 
political policies which call for strictly prudential judgments, 
certain fundamental matters such as marriage and the protection 
of human life demand a consistent and universal response from 
Catholics to protect and preserve objective goods by which God 
blesses humanity.  
If written into Virginia’s Constitution, these unjust amendments 
would be extraordinarily difficult to reverse. Virginia would 
effectively become a sanctuary for abortion and commercial 
abortion businesses. Basic health and safety standards that pro-
tect women from harm would be eliminated, parents would be 
pushed out of life-altering decisions involving their family and 
children, and unregulated abortions would be possible,  
performed even on healthy babies up to the moment of birth for 
any reason with no limits. 
     At the same time, Virginia's Constitution would mislead  
future generations concerning the truth about marriage by adopt-
ing a false legal definition of marriage that would further erode a 
public sense of marriage as a natural institution uniting one man 
and one woman. Additionally, the amendment would lead to the 
expansion of an already existing commercial surrogacy industry 
which violates the natural rights of children and exploits  
vulnerable mothers.” https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vote 

 

Grotto Gatherings: Learn More About Cursillo! 
Looking for a way to deepen your relationship with 
Christ and live your Fatih more vibrantly in your 
daily life?   

 

Join fellow parishioners for an informal gathering to learn about 
the Cursillo (meaning ’short course in Christianity’) movement. 
When: Saturday, June 20 from 9:00-11:00am 
Where: Nativity Church Grotto - Bring a lawn chair! 
This movement provides a simple method to help us live what is 
fundamental to being Christian. Together, we explore the three 
pillars of Christian life: Piety) recognizing where God is moving 
in our lives today), Study (growing in our understanding of God 
and the Church), Action (discovering how to be modern-day 
apostles in our homes and workplaces).  
For more info or to RSVP contact: Laura Laverdiere at 
lauralaverdiere@msn.com 
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Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

The first meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting of the 
month is devoted to faith formation.  

Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows.  
Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. 

 

Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events,  
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992.  
Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter? If not, go  
to: <https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign up. 
Widow Support: **Updated** We need drivers to support rides to  
appointments. See SUG for details!  
17 JUNE - Yard sale tent raising! Come on out and help raise the tent 
in support of the #1 Yard Sale in the DMV! Slots are limited, sign up now! 
18-27 JUNE - YARD SALE: All Knights on Deck! SUGs are live for area 
leads and volunteers. Collections begin 18-26 JUN; final setup  
25-26 JUN. Area leads and asst. leads are needed to guide teams in the 
sorting, and pricing of donated “treasures” during this period in prepara-
tion for our June 27th day of sale. Please support this annual event! 
1 JULY - Officer Installation Ceremony: First event of the new Frater-
nal Year!  All prospective council officers are asked to be present at 7:00 
PM in the main church. State and District representatives and our chap-
lain Msgr. Bob will be present for this special ceremony. Dress is suit, tie, 
and name tag. All Knights and families are invited to attend. All prospec-
tive officers are asked to confirm their presence to Deputy Grand Knight / 
Grand Knight-elect Vince Augelli at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 
Food for Others: Volunteer for food distribution to the poor, delivered on 
designated Thursday or Friday evenings. For Thursdays, contact  
Br. Mark Sawyer at sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, contact 
Br. Matt Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. Deliver food from Giant 
to the FFO warehouse Tuesday mornings; contact Br. Bob Colella  
robert.colella.86@gmail.com.  
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one month.  
Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is deeply appreciat-
ed. Send an updated request for continued support.  
https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5  
Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our Warden, 
Dan Thomas, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.    
Nativity Ushers assist at collections: Volunteer for your Mass!  
Volunteer on LinkTree to maintain a database of potential helpers! 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and  
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on LinkTree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: Parishioners unable to perform basic  
maintenance tasks or small home repairs due to health or other factors, 
contact the “Handy Knights.” Email handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.  

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL      

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

nativityschool.org 

 

25 Years as Nativity’s Principal: 
A Journey of Faith, STEM, 

and Excellence 
************************************* 

Last week, Monsignor Bob dedicated a day to Ms. Maria Kelly, 
our principal of 25 years, beginning with a Mass in her name, 
and then a school-wide reception, featuring parent, teacher, reli-
gious and diocesan  speakers, highlighting the many honors, 
awards, and distinctions Nativity has garnered under Ms. Kelly’s 
leadership. Among them, we are a Nationally Certified STEM 
School, an ITEEA STEM School of Excellence, and a National 
Blue Ribbon School for Excellence.   
 

 
Under Ms. Kelly’s purview, the school has undergone a major 
renovation, which provided us with a new Science Lab, art 
room, 2  new classrooms, a new media center, and  a new  
regulation-sized gymnasium.   
In March 2020, when much of the world shut down due to 
COVID, we were one of the few schools that safely opened back 
up in-person that August for the new school year. In fact, state 
inspectors were calling the school office to visit to see how  
Ms. Kelly had managed it. 

All of us here at Nativity are looking forward to seeing what  
Ms. Kelly has planned next for Nativity and its communi-
ty. We’ll be sure to let you know!  

********************************************
Important Upcoming Dates ~~ 
August 19 - First Day of School 

 

At Nativity, faith fills us. Love lives here. Nativity Stars are 
filled with the Holy Spirit! Join us to see how your child would 

spend his or her days here - learning, praying, sharing, and 
laughing. We may be just the school for which you´ve been 

searching! Contact us at www.nativityschool.org, 

Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international Order 
of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect our families, 
serve others, and defend values in a busy changing world. Join today 
at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. As we continue to celebrate Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney's Beatification, please enter the Promo Code 

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY to join online for free. Please email our  
Deputy Grand Knight, Vince Augelli, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 
or the Grand Knight, Michael Bender at gk7992@nativityburke.org  

with any questions.  

 

Pray the Pro-Life Rosary and Witness with Us! 
When: Friday mornings after the 7:30 am Mass 
Where: 900 S. Washington St, Falls Church, VA. 
 
 

Join Nativity in praying the Pro-Life Rosary for mothers in need 
and for the protection of human life. Your peaceful presence 
outside on the sidewalk in front of the Falls Church abortion 
facility makes a difference by increasing awareness, and for  
parents who find themselves in unplanned/crisis pregnancies. 
Contact rickloffredo@outlook.com.   

mailto:handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com
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Gifts for Seminarian Education Endowment Fund (SEEF) 
Please support our seminarians and SEEF, a permanent  

endowment fund established in 2011. SEEF's income provides 
funding for annual seminarian expenses such as room, board, 

tuition, health insurance and books, which total almost  
$45,000 per seminarian. Please give generously!  

To donate, make checks payable to: “Foundation for the  
CDA - SEEF.” Mail to: The Foundation, 200 N. Glebe Road, 

Suite 811, Arlington, VA 22203. Questions: contact John French 
at john.french@arlingtondiocese.org or (703) 841-3819. 

Donate Your Car to Catholic Charities! 
If you are thinking of replacing your car with something new, 
please consider donating your old car to Catholic Charities.  

Proceeds from the sale of working and non-working cars  
provide critical funds for our volunteer programs.  

It's easy, we handle all the paperwork and you receive an IRS  
donation receipt. Email Cars@ccda.net or call (703) 841-3898. 

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 

 
 

 
 
 
Chesterton Academy of Christ the King will be opening at  

St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Alexandria this fall. Chesterton 
high schools have a strong Catholic identity anchored in daily 

school Mass, a rigorous classical curriculum, screen-free discus-
sion-based learning, and affordable tuition. Our 2026-2027  

tuition rate of $13,900 will be locked in for our founding fami-
lies, and need-based financial aid is available. Interested students 
and their families are invited to learn more about the school while 
enjoying afternoons of ice cream and fellowship on our campus  
at monthly “Sundaes on Sundays” events throughout the spring 
and summer. Visit Chesterton-ChristTheKing.org to learn more,  

RSVP for our next event, and to apply.  
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¡Gracias, Señor, por este maravilloso regalo de tu amor hacia mí!  Reflexiones Eucaristía 
Solemnidad del Corpus Christi. La Eucaristía es el sacramento por excelencia de la Iglesia, porque brotó del amor 
redentor de Jesucristo.  
 

Por: P . Sergio A. Córdova | Fuente: Catholic.net  
Hay, en Tierra Santa, un pueblecito llamado Tabga. Está situado junto a la ribera del lago Tiberíades, en el corazón de la Galilea. Y se 
halla a los pies del monte de las Bienaventuranzas. La Galilea es una región de una gran belleza natural, con sus verdes colinas, el lago 
de azul intenso y una fértil vegetación. Este rincón, que es como la puerta de entrada a Cafarnaúm, goza todo el año de un entorno exu-
berante. Es, precisamente en esta aldea, donde la tradición ubica el hecho histórico de la multiplicación de los panes realizada por Je-
sús. 
 

Ya desde el siglo IV los cristianos construyeron aquí una iglesia y un santuario, y aun hoy en día se pueden contemplar diversos ele-
mentos de esa primera basílica y varios mosaicos que representan la multiplicación de los panes y de los peces. 
Pero hay en la Escritura un dato interesante. Además de los relatos de la Pasión, éste es el único milagro que nos refieren unánimemen-
te los cuatro evangelistas, y esto nos habla de la gran importancia que atribuyeron desde el inicio a este hecho. Más aún, Mateo y Mar-
cos nos hablan incluso de dos multiplicaciones de los panes. Y los cuatro se esmeran en relatarnos los gestos empleados por Jesús en 
aquella ocasión: “Tomando los cinco panes y los dos peces, alzó la mirada al cielo, pronunció la bendición sobre ellos –dio gracias, nos 
dice san Juan—, los partió y se los dio a los discípulos para que se los repartieran a la gente”. 
Seguramente, los apóstoles descubrieron en estos gestos un acto simbólico y litúrgico de profunda significación teológica. Esto no lo 
adviertieron, por supuesto, en esos momentos, sino a la luz de la Última Cena y de la experiencia post-pascual, cuando el Señor resuci-
tado, apareciéndose a sus discípulos, vuelve a repetir esos gestos como memorial de su Pasión, de su muerte y resurrección. Y, por 
tanto, también como el sacramento supremo de nuestra redención y de la vida de la Iglesia. 
Año tras año, el Papa san Juan Pablo II escribió una carta pastoral dirigida a todos los sacerdotes del mundo con ocasión del Jueves 
Santo, día del sacerdocio y de la Eucaristía por antonomasia. 
En la Encíclica Ecclesia de Eucharistia nos dice que "La Iglesia vive de la Eucaristía”. Así iniciaba el Papa su meditación. “Esta verdad 
no expresa solamente una experiencia cotidiana de fe, sino que encierra en síntesis el núcleo del misterio de la Iglesia”. Y a continua-
ción tratará de hacernos comprender, valorar y vivir esta afirmación inicial. 
 
En efecto, la Eucaristía es el sacramento por excelencia de la Iglesia –y, por tanto, de cada uno de los bautizados— porque brotó del 
amor redentor de Jesucristo, la instituyó como sacramento y memorial de su Alianza con los hombres; alianza que es una auténtica 
redención, liberación de los pecados de cada uno de nosotros para darnos vida eterna, y que llevó a cabo con su santa Pasión y muerte 
en el Calvario. La sangre y el agua que brotaron del costado traspasado de Cristo sobre la cruz nos hablan de este mismo misterio. 
 

El Sacrificio eucarístico es –recuerda el Papa, tomando las palabras del Vaticano II— “fuente y culmen de toda la vida cristiana”. Cris-
to en persona es nuestra Pascua, convertido en Pan de Vida, que da la vida eterna a los hombres por medio del Espíritu Santo.  
 

San Juan Pablo II nos confiesó que, durante el Gran Jubileo del año 2000, tuvo la grandísima dicha de poder celebrar la Eucaristía en el 
Cenáculo de Jerusalén, en el mismísimo lugar donde la tradición nos dice que fue realizada por Jesucristo mismo la primera vez en la 
historia. Y varias veces trajó el Papa a la memoria este momento de gracia tan singular. El Papa sí valoró profundamente lo que es la 
Eucaristía. En el Cenáculo –nos recuerda el Santo Padre— “Cristo tomó en sus manos el pan, lo partió y lo dio a sus discípulos dicien-
do: Tomad y comed todos de él, porque esto es mi Cuerpo, que será entregado por vosotros” (Eccl. de Euch., nn. 1-2). 
 

Estos gestos y palabras consacratorias son las mismas que empleó Jesús durante su vida pública, en el milagro de la multiplicación de 
los panes. Si Cristo tiene un poder absoluto sobre el pan y su naturaleza, entonces también podía convertir el pan en su propio Cuerpo, 
y el vino en su Sangre. 
 

Y decimos que la Eucaristía es el “memorial” de nuestra redención porque –con palabras del mismo Santo Padre— “en ella está inscri-
to de forma indeleble el acontecimiento de la pasión y muerte del Señor. No sólo lo evoca, sino que lo hace sacramentalmente presente. 
Es el sacrificio de la Cruz que se perpetúa por los siglos”. Esto, precisamente, significa la palabra “memorial”. No es un simple recuer-
do histórico, sino un recuerdo que se actualiza, se repite y se hace realmente presente en el momento mismo de su celebración. 
 
Por eso –continuó el Papa— la Eucaristía es “el don por excelencia, porque es el don de sí mismo (de Jesucristo), de su persona en su 
santa humanidad y, además, de su obra de salvación. 
 
Ésta no queda relegada al pasado, pues todo lo que Cristo es y todo lo que hizo y padeció por los hombres participa de la eternidad 
divina y domina así todos los tiempos… Cuando la Iglesia celebra la Eucaristía, memorial de la muerte y resurrección de su Señor, se 
hace realmente presente este acontecimiento central de salvación y se realiza la obra de nuestra redención” (Eccl. de Euch., n. 11). 
 
Ojalá, pues, que en esta fiesta del Corpus Christi, que estamos celebrando hoy, todos valoremos un poco más la grandeza y sublimidad 
de este augusto sacramento que nos ha dejado nuestro Señor Jesucristo, la Eucaristía, el maravilloso don de su Cuerpo y de su Sangre 
preciosa para nuestra redención: “Éste es mi Cuerpo. Ésta es mi Sangre, sangre de la alianza nueva y eterna, que será derramada por 
vosotros y por muchos, para el perdón de los pecados. Haced esto en memoria mía”. 
 
Que a partir de hoy vivamos con una fe mucho más profunda e intensa, y con mayor conciencia, amor y veneración cada Eucaristía, 
cada Santa Misa: ¡Gracias mil, Señor, por este maravilloso regalo de tu amor hacia mí! 
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