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   "So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many  
sparrows" - Matt 10:32 

 
 

My dear parishioners, 
 

Last Sunday Fr. Sean Mazary returned to Nativity to celebrate a 
"First Mass" with us. We journeyed together during his deacon 
year and rejoiced with him as he was ordained to the priesthood. 
He said in his "second homily" how grateful he was for the  
loving Nativity Community that surrounded him this past year.  
 

Now we welcome seminarian Gabriel Gaudet to Nativity for his 
deacon year. He will be with us during the summer and then on 
weekends as he completes his studies at Mount St. Mary's Semi-
nary. On Dec 5, 2026, he will be ordained a deacon and then be 
with us for the next 6 months leading to his ordination to the 
priesthood in June 2027. Thank you for welcoming Gabriel to 
Nativity. 
 

In the gospel today Jesus tells us "Do not be afraid."  He said 
this so often to his disciples because he noticed that they needed 
this reassurance when they were fearful, unsure, or experienced 
difficulties.  
 

Jesus tells us to not be afraid of 3 things: 

 Do not be afraid of "People." Fear no one. 

 Do not be afraid of "Circumstances." A sparrow does not fall 
to the ground without your Father's knowledge. Even all the 
hairs on your head are counted. You are worth more than 
many sparrows. 

 Do not be afraid of "Death." Do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

 

So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 
And do not be afraid to give yourself to Jesus and follow him. 
He will take nothing from you… and will give you one hundred 
fold in this life… and in the next. Rejoice and give thanks! 

 

Love and blessings, Msgr. Bob Cilinski 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 

Volunteer Recruitment - Nativity Security Ministry: 
Join Us in Safeguarding Our Church Community! 
 

The Nativity Security Ministry is inviting parishioners to help 
keep our church safe and welcoming.  
The ministry uses two-person teams to cover each of the seven 
weekend Masses so every Mass has a watchful, supportive  
presence. We seek mature Catholics who stay calm under  
pressure, are physically able, and value humility, teamwork,  
and service. Anyone committed to helping protect our communi-
ty is welcome. 
Volunteers will participate in regular security training, including 
the next CPR/AED/First Aid certification class on July 18,  
attend quarterly team meetings, and serve on a rotating schedule. 
During assigned Masses, team members will patrol the church, 
stay alert for safety concerns, and work together to maintain a 
secure worship environment. To volunteer or learn more, email 
Joe Tiago at SecurityMinistry@nativityburke.org.  
Your willingness to serve helps keep Nativity safe and welcom-
ing for worship, fellowship, and community! 

Invitation to Join the Young Adult Ministry 
The Lord is Risen . . . and so is Young Adult ministry at Nativity!  

Fr. Jordan is inviting all Young Adults, ages 18-35, to join him  
in launching the ministry this summer. We are looking to plan  

formal and informal social events throughout the summer  
and launch men’s and women’s small group bible studies.  

If you are interested in joining us (even if you are just home  
for the summer from college!) email Fr. Jordan 

at frevans@nativityburke.org or come find him after Mass.  
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 APPALACHIA HOME BUILDING: “THANK YOU NATIVITY” 
 
 

On behalf of the Knights of Columbus, the Appalachian Construction Crew of Omaha, NE, and the Mitchell 
family of three, we want to thank the Nativity family for their tremendous outpouring of support that made 
this home building effort possible. With the combined donations from Nativity, the Knights, and personal  
donations, our contributions totaled over $140,000, not including a truck load of household items provided by 
the Nativity family. As part of the contributions, Nativity has also sent $45,000 for the Outreach Program to 
help other county residents. With slightly over $10,000 raised from Omaha, the combined crews were able to 
again build a home for a very needy family.  
 

Good Shepherd Catholic Chapel selected the Mitchell family who clearly had some challenges. The family 
lived in a dilapidated trailer that had to be demolished to make way for the new home. This was the 28th 
home where Nativity and the Knights partnered with the Appalachian Construction Crew.  
 

From May 27th  to June 8th, the combined crews were able to complete the home with two of those days dedi-
cated to travel. The Nativity crew totaled 22 knights; Omaha sponsored 7 that included a support crew to help 
with feeding the Crew. Weather was challenging with hotter temperatures and little rain. Notwithstanding the 
weather, with the larger crew, we were able to finish the home a day earlier. Local electrical, heating/air  
conditioning, and plumbing contractors worked at night to ensure the home was ready for critical inspections. 
Early Tuesday, we completed hanging all the sheetrock and applied the first coat on most of the joints and 
cleaned up the site for the house blessing. Literally, we completed all this work, exterior construction and  
interior rough-in, in 5½ days. We had the house blessing on Tuesday afternoon led by Father Ben Horn.  
That night we had the family over for dinner with the entire crew and presented the grandmother, Patricia, 
with the keys to her new home. We also told them of all the household items that we brought from Nativity 
from the Christmas giving tree, in addition to the new beds we provided for all the family. The family was 
overwhelmed with the outpouring of help and the caring from the Nativity family. Patricia was in tears and 
thanked everyone.     
 

On Wednesday morning, the first crew departed, and the finishing crew took over. From Wednesday through 
Sunday, our Nativity finishing crew of eight, with Omaha’s three, stayed to do all the finishing. The finishing 
team completed all the drywall finishing, painting, hanging doors, trimming, and installing kitchen cabinets.  
The finishing crew left on Monday. All final inspections were completed by June 18th, and appliances and 
new beds provided by Nativity will be delivered soon after. The family will move in before the end of June.  
  

In addition, we were told how our outreach efforts were making a difference with wheelchair ramps, hygiene 
kits for over 200 kids, assistance with offsetting medical and utility bills, and with food assistance at five 
schools for the poorest children to have food over the weekend.        
  

May God bless you all for your caring and generosity. Please call Bob Corsi at 703-239-2890 or Bob Colella, 
at 571-422-0367, for any questions. 
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 ALTAR FLOWERS - Donated by 
 
 

The McMahon Family  
In Loving Memory of our loving father,  
grandfather and husband Jim McMahon 
 

and 
 

The Pannoni Family 
In Loving Memory of  
Lisa Pannoni 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
FRENCHY CYR SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDEES 

 

• Hannah Ly and Anthony Licud attending Saint John Paul   
the Great High School, 

• Abigail Hoenle attending Bishop Ireton High School,  

• Piper Boland (Nativity) and Bridget Roseberry attending 
Bishop O’Connell High School,  

• William Moorhouse attending Gonzaga College High School  
 

These wonderful students were each awarded a 2026/2027 
$1250 Frenchy Cyr Memorial scholarship for Catholic second-
ary school tuition for their exemplary academic performance, 
sustained school and community involvement, and outstanding 
Church and religious activity participation. Congratulations to 
all our winners! 

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia              12th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 21, 2026 

 

MASS INTENTIONS & 
MASS SCHEDULE 
“We are God's People”  

1 Peter 2:10 
 
 
 

 

Monday, June 22 
7:30 am Father’s Day Novena 
12:00 pm † Patricia Boglio 
 

Tuesday, June 23 
7:30 am †  Barbara Wright 
12:00 pm Father’s Day Novena 
 

Wednesday, June 24 
7:30 am Father’s Day Novena 
10:00 am †  Souls in Purgatory (Heatherwood) 
 

Thursday, June 25 
7:30 am † Carlos Gustavo Balcazar 
12:00 pm Father’s Day Novena 
 

Friday, June 26 
7:30 am  Father’s Day Novena 
 

Saturday, June 27 
9:00 am †  Sylvia Cheng 
5:00 pm † Angela Machado 
7:00 pm Father’s Day Novena (Spanish) 
 

Sunday, June 28 
7:00 am †  Paul Fasano 
9:00 am Nativity Parishioners 
11:00 am †  Michael Ponti 
1:00 pm † Nancy Ann Hoke 
5:30 pm †  David Jacomet 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 
 

Mary’s Comfort, a local maternity shelter in Springfield, VA, is a 
volunteer-driven nonprofit providing an enriching home for women 
facing a crisis pregnancy, along with supportive help and guidance 

for mother and baby. Since opening our first home in 2024 we 
have assisted six pregnant women. With your support, we can 

grow our services and expand our programs. If you'd like to join 
our team of dedicated volunteers or make donation, please visit 

our website https://www.maryscomfortva.org/ or email us 
at maryscomfortva@gmail.com. If you know a mother who could 
use our help, please refer her to us. Thank you and God bless! 

 

The 2026 Bishop’s 
Lenten Appeal: 

In Christ, We Are One 
 

Can you help get us to our Bishop’s Lenten Appeal dollar goal? We are so 
near our goal, but we need the help of parishioners who have not yet  

contributed to our BLA campaign. As of June 16, our pledges and  
donations amount to $826,74, but with only about 16 percent of registered 

families pledging. If you have not yet participated, there is still time.  
Any dollar amount helps reach our $840,000 goal. See 

www.arlingtondiocese.org/BLA, scan the QR code for easy access, or use 
one of the BLA envelopes at Church. Your support helps so many  

charities, ministries, and programs throughout the Diocese and right here 
at Nativity. May God bless you dearly for your generosity. 

 

TWO WORDS:  
“EGADS! THE NATIVITY YARD SALE IS HERE!” 

 

The Nativity Annual Yard Sale for Charity, sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus Father Vincent S. Sikora Council 7992, is  

Saturday, June 27, 2026 
Collections of treasures will begin Thursday, June 18, 2026 and 
continue through Wednesday, June 24, 2026. Check our flyer on 
the Parish web site under “Upcoming Events” for treasures that 

are acceptable and non-acceptable. Your donations are  
tax-deductible and sincerely appreciated. 

 

FOR FURNITURE PICK-UPS CALL 703-598-0698 or EMAIL  
NATIVITYYARDSALE@GMAIL.COM. ALL DONATIONS 

MUST BE IN GOOD CONDITION AND ACCEPTABLE!  
CHECK THE NON-ACCEPTABLE LIST ON THE PARISH  

WEBSITE FOR FURNITURE WE CANNOT ACCEPT:  
https://nativityburke.org/nativity-yard-sale/ 

 

Interested in helping with the yard sale. Volunteers are always 
welcome. No experience required. Sign-up to help with  

collections June 18th through June 26th at:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/ 
30E0D4EACAC29A2F58-nativity3 

Other volunteer opportunity questions?  
Contact nativityyardsale@gmail.com. 

The next Rosary Ministry meeting will take place on:  
June 28 from 2:00-3:30pm in the Fr. Ready Room  

This  month will include Fr. Pine's: The History of the  
Rosary!  Please come view this interesting piece with us as we 
teach you how to make a Mission Rosary. Returning members 

please join us at this last meeting before summer break.  
We have lots of beads to count and package for new learners. 

If you have any questions please 
email rosaryministry@nativityburke.org. 

 

A FATHER’S DAY NOVENA OF MASSES  
 

Will be said during the month of June for all Fathers,  
living and deceased. Spiritual Bouquet cards will be  

available at the Church entrance and the Parish office.  
Their names will be placed on the alter. The Novena of  

Masses Schedule will be as follows:  
 

Sunday, June 21 11:00AM 
Monday, June 22   7:30AM 
Tuesday, June 23   12:00PM 
Wednesday, June 24   7:30AM 
Thursday, June 25   12:00PM 
Friday, June 26    7:30AM 
Saturday, June 27    7:00PM 
Monday, June 29   7:30AM 
Wednesday, July 1   3:00PM 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 

June 25 
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUTER 
 

Married Couples: If you enjoy the warmth of summer, 
why not sign up for the Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
Weekend and bring some more warmth and intimacy to your 
marriage. It’s a positive, simple, common sense, private experi-
ence between husband and wife that revitalizes your marriage. 
And, it is now Vatican Approved! Space is limited so make  
your reservation now! Upcoming experiences are: 
 

• August 28-30, 2026 - Bristow, VA (lodging is on your own —
couples return home each night) 

• October 23-25, 2026 - Hampton, VA (lodging provided) 

• November 6-8, 2026 - Emerald Isle, NC (lodging provided) 

• February 12-14, 2027 - Waynesboro, VA (lodging provided) 
 

For more information please call 757-690-1369 or to register,  
go to WWME.org, click "Apply” and search for your desired 
location.  

The MaRiH Center is a crisis-pregnancy in Alexandria that has 
been serving, loving, and walking with mothers in need for over 
50 years. We are seeking volunteers who want to partner in our 
mission to provide confidential life-saving help to moms and  

their babies. If you feel called to volunteer, please call  
703-370-4774 or visit our website at marih.org. 
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For more information or to sign up, please contact  
Seminarian Gabriel Gaudet at ggaudet@nativityburke.org.  
Liability forms are also available at the parish office. 

●  To support the Holy Father’s mission, which extends through-
out the entire world, from the proclamation of the Gospel to the 
promotion of integral human development, education, peace, 
and brotherhood among peoples: thanks also to the many      
activities of service carried out by the dicasteries, bodies and 
organs of the Holy See who assist him every day. 
●  To support the numerous charitable works in aid of people 
and families in difficulty, populations afflicted by natural      
disasters and wars, or who are in need of humanitarian          
assistance or support for development. 

Second Collection 

next weekend 
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PRO-LIFE CORNER Catholics: Vote NO to extreme abortion 
and same-sex marriage amendments to Virginia State Consti-
tution – Go to web link to Pledge to Vote. 
Catholics Vote No is “the diocesan communication plan to fight 
the abortion and marriage amendments which Bishop Burbidge 
announced to all clergy: https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/
vote. There you will find information, parish resources, and 
links. These websites are works in progress and are also being 
launched in Spanish. Keep checking back for updates!  
This effort to educate and engage the faithful seeks to ensure that 
every Catholic understands that there are two dangerous amend-
ments to the Virginia Constitution before the voters this fall. 
Catholics must vote and must reject them both. Listen to Bishop 
Burbidge explain why on his latest podcast:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7fVuO7Fbkg&t=966s 
This fall in the Commonwealth of Virginia two proposed amend-
ments on the ballot threaten the human right to life and the truth 
of marriage. These proposed amendments are called the 
“Virginia Right to Reproductive Freedom Amendment” and the 
“Virginia Remove Constitutional Same-Sex Marriage Ban 
Amendment.” They also threaten constitutional justice, the  
equal protection of the laws, and religious liberty. 
As Catholics, we vote "no" on these proposed amendments. We 
recognize that, if passed, these amendments would enshrine ob-
jective wrongs in Virginia’s Constitution and overturn basic mat-
ters of justice and gravely damage the intrinsic dignity of per-
sons and the nature of marriage and the family. These are mat-
ters of fundamental truth concerning the human person.  
Although Catholics may in good conscience disagree over most 
political policies which call for strictly prudential judgments, 
certain fundamental matters such as marriage and the protection 
of human life demand a consistent and universal response from 
Catholics to protect and preserve objective goods by which God 
blesses humanity.  
If written into Virginia’s Constitution, these unjust amendments 
would be extraordinarily difficult to reverse. Virginia would 
effectively become a sanctuary for abortion and commercial 
abortion businesses. Basic health and safety standards that pro-
tect women from harm would be eliminated, parents would be 
pushed out of life-altering decisions involving their family and 
children, and unregulated abortions would be possible,  
performed even on healthy babies up to the moment of birth for 
any reason with no limits. 
     At the same time, Virginia's Constitution would mislead  
future generations concerning the truth about marriage by adopt-
ing a false legal definition of marriage that would further erode a 
public sense of marriage as a natural institution uniting one man 
and one woman. Additionally, the amendment would lead to the 
expansion of an already existing commercial surrogacy industry 
which violates the natural rights of children and exploits  
vulnerable mothers.” https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/vote. 
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Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

The first meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting of the 
month is devoted to faith formation.  

Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows.  
Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. 

 

Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events,  
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992.  
Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter? If not, go  
to: <https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign up. 
Widow Support: **Updated** We need drivers to support rides to  
appointments. See SUG for details!  
18-27 JUNE - YARD SALE: All Knights on Deck! SUGs are live for area 
leads and volunteers. Collections begin 18-26 JUN; final setup  
25-26 JUN. Area leads and asst. leads are needed to guide teams in the 
sorting, and pricing of donated “treasures” during this period in prepara-
tion for our June 27th day of sale. Please support this annual event! 
1 JULY: Officer Installation Ceremony. First event of the new Fraternal 
Year! All prospective council officers are asked to be present at 7:00 PM 
in the main church. State and District representatives and our chaplain 
Msgr. Bob will be present for this special ceremony. Dress is suit, tie, and 
name tag. All Knights and families are invited to attend. All prospective 
officers are asked to confirm their presence to Deputy Grand Knight / 
Grand Knight-elect Vince Augelli at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 
3 JULY: Vacation Bible School BBQ. Calling all grillmasters! Come out 
and support Nativity’s youth to celebrate a successful VBC! SUG is live! 
18 JULY: First Aid/CPR/AED Certification Class for the Nativity Security 
Team, 12:00 - 3:00pm. Advance registration is required. Contact Br. Joe 
Tiago for questions and training at SecurityMinistry@nativityburke.org. 
Food for Others: Volunteer for food distribution to the poor, delivered on 
designated Thursday or Friday evenings. For Thursdays, contact  
Br. Mark Sawyer at sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, contact 
Br. Matt Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. Deliver food from  
Giant to the FFO warehouse Tuesday mornings; contact Br. Bob Colella  
robert.colella.86@gmail.com.  
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one month.  
Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is deeply appreciat-
ed. Send an updated request for continued support.  
https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5  
Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our Warden, 
Dan Thomas, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.    
Nativity Ushers assist at collections: Volunteer for your Mass!  
Volunteer on LinkTree to maintain a database of potential helpers! 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and  
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on LinkTree. 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL      

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

nativityschool.org 

 

 Recognizing Eighth Grade Excellence 
************************************* 

 

Eighth Grade Graduation Festivities 
kicked off Wednesday evening with the 
Awards Banquet, where academic,  
virtue, and physical education awards 
were presented. Our Student Council 
President, Katherine Tramel, delivered 
her speech, taking us along on her  
journey through all of the Eighth Grade’s 
years here at Nativity. It was a whimsical 
walk down memory lane, filled with 
laughs, faith, and fun!  
 

Thursday’s Graduation Festivities included the Pass-It-On  
Ceremony, the Walk of Fame, and the Parade of Honor. Our 
graduating Eighth Graders and their families spent this second 
day in fun and fellowship -- up until 7:00 p.m., when they were  
due back to Nativity to graduate! 
 

That evening in the church, we began 
with a beautiful Mass prepared by  
Monsignor Bob Cilinski and the Eighth 
Graders, opening the 2026 Graduation 
Ceremony as our Eighth Graders took 
their seats together at the front of the 
Church. Our Class Valedictorian, Grace 
Morris, delivered her speech, recalling 
the class' special moments experienced – 
and very special people encountered – 
throughout their years at Nativity.  
 

The Star Award is presented each year to an eighth-grade  
student, who best exemplifies the ideals of good citizenship,  
and lives Nativity’s commitment to God’s message, Christian 
fellowship, and service to the community. The recipient has a 
strong academic work ethic, as well as strong morals and  
values. The 2026 recipient of The Star Award: Blake Pleva!  
 
Congratulations! 
Once the Graduation Ceremony ended, after our music teacher, 
Ms. Fetzer, sang a moving rendition of our beloved Father  
Martin's favorite, an Old Irish Blessing, a cappella, we met in 
the Father Martin Center to share stories, enjoy refreshments, 
and take many, many photos. 
 

********************************************
Important Upcoming Dates ~~ 
August 19 - First Day of School 

 

At Nativity, faith fills us. Love lives here. Nativity Stars are 
filled with the Holy Spirit! Join us to see how your child would 

spend his or her days here - learning, praying, sharing, and 
laughing. We may be just the school for which you´ve been 

searching! Contact us at www.nativityschool.org, 
(703) 455-2300, or smurph@nativityschool.org. 

Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international Order 
of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect our families, 
serve others, and defend values in a busy changing world. Join today 
at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. As we continue to celebrate Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney's Beatification, please enter the Promo Code 

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY to join online for free. Please email our  
Deputy Grand Knight, Vince Augelli, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 
or the Grand Knight, Michael Bender at gk7992@nativityburke.org  

with any questions.  

 

Pray the Pro-Life Rosary and Witness with Us! 
When: Friday mornings after the 7:30 am Mass 
Where: 900 S. Washington St, Falls Church, VA. 
 
 

Join Nativity in praying the Pro-Life Rosary for mothers in need 
and for the protection of human life. Your peaceful presence 
outside on the sidewalk in front of the Falls Church abortion 
facility makes a difference by increasing awareness, and for  
parents who find themselves in unplanned/crisis pregnancies. 
Contact rickloffredo@outlook.com.   
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Love working with children? Want flexibility? 
Consider subbing at Nativity School! Please Join Us! 
 

We are in need of substitute teachers with the following  
minimum qualifications: 

 2-plus years of college 

 Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective 
instructions in the absence of the teacher 

 Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom 
management skills 

 Diocesan-compliant 

 Successful background check 
 

For more information, email Rich Godwin at  
rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or call him at (703) 455-2300, 
ext.146; or you can contact Shannon Murphy, our Registrar,  
at (703) 455-2300, or smurph@nativityschool.org.    

The Importance of Sunday Mass 
As the body will die without food, the soul will expire  

without nourishment. As Catholics, that spiritual  
nourishment comes at the Sunday Eucharist.  

The Lord’s Day is essential for our faith.  

2Minutes2Virtue 
2Minutes2Virtue is for Catholics who want to get the most out  

of Sunday readings. Every week, a featured priest from the  
Catholic Diocese of Arlington will give his take on the Sunday 

Gospel reading, and use it as inspiration behind the week’s  
challenge. Look out for your own parish priest, and experience 

the wisdom of so many priests in our own diocese. 
You can sign up by texting "2m2v" to 84576, and receive the 

weekly challenge straight to your mobile phone!   
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¡LAS COSAS CLARAS  
Y EL CHOCOLATE ESPESO! 

Domingo XII (A) 
Javier Leoz  

 
¿Por qué tanto temor a plantear, desde nuestras convicciones cristianas, aquello que puede acarrear incomprensiones, deserciones, 
críticas o persecuciones?  
La vida cristiana no es ir contracorriente en todo, pero tampoco comulgar con ruedas de molino en todo. En muchas ocasiones, pue-
de más en nosotros la apariencia, la buena imagen, el qué dirán, etc., que la audacia para mostrar y proponer, sin tapujos y nítida-
mente, aquellos valores que consideramos irrenunciables desde la fe y hasta convenientes para el conjunto de la sociedad. 
1.El futuro, en parte, depende de lo que hagamos en el presente: las conciencias de las personas, de los gobernantes, de las futuras 
generaciones, se sostendrán en  aquellos pilares que estamos forjando por medio de la familia, la educación, la catequesis, nuestra 
homilética, etc. ¿Por qué tanto miedo a que nos encasillen? ¿Que nos pueden tratar de retrógrados? ¿Es acaso mejor pasar de punti-
llas por la vida y no armados con valores inquebrantables? ¿Qué nos dirá el Señor al final de nuestra vida; venid valientes de mi 
Padre o ..marchad de aquí aprensivos de todo y por todo?  
 
Dios nos ha dado la vida y la fe como dones. Y porque nos ha regalado la vida y la fe, en justa reciprocidad, le hemos de ofrecer 
nuestra colaboración para ir perfeccionando su creación (la tierra y el hombre), intentando que, el hombre, no se convierta en 
enemigo de sí mismo. 
 
Echemos un vistazo a la situación mundial. ¿Mejor o peor que hace unos años? ¿Con ilusión o sin esperanza? ¿Con conflictos per-
manentes o con una paz sostenida por alfileres? No seamos pesimistas pero, tampoco, lancemos las campanas al vuelo. Sobran pala-
bras y faltan obras. Abundan leyes injustas y, cada vez más, se hace necesario un orden internacional –que como dijo el Papa Bene-
dicto en la ONU- respete la integridad y la dignidad de las personas. Ello, claro está, nos lleva a defender la causa de los más po-
bres. El honor de los pueblos. El derecho a nacer de los niños que están en el seno materno. Una educación que, en sus valores más 
fundamentales, sean marcados por la familia y no según el dictado de los gobernantes de turno. El bienestar de un mundo nuevo, 
nos exige a los cristianos pregonar desde la azotea de la política,  de la familia, de la educación y desde cualquier otro areópago a 
nuestro alcance, el valor supremo de la vida frente a la eutanasia, el terrorismo o el juego en el que se ha convertido el experimento 
de células madres, embriones…. 
¿Qué esto no es rentable? A los ojos de una modernidad mal entendida puede que no. Pero ¿y ante los ojos de Dios? ¿Los seguido-
res de Jesús nos podemos quedar callados frente a lo que consideramos pernicioso para el bien común? ¿Es que los cristianos, por 
miedo a ser señalados, hemos de dejar colgado el mensaje del evangelio en las escarpias del madero de la sacristía? ¿Podemos caer 
en la tentación de ser temerosos como los niños?  
 
2.Nuestras fuerzas son las que son, pero ¿nuestros ideales? ¡Nuestros ideales son los mejores! En nuestra confianza en Dios está el 
secreto para llevarlos a cabo. El Señor va por delante. Poco nos importa que, en algunos países, la Iglesia tenga la fama que tiene o 
que, el Papa, Obispos y sacerdotes, sean constantemente presos del escarnio y de la burla. ¡Más le hicieron a Jesús Maestro! El Se-
ñor va por delante e, incluso en esas situaciones, se pondrá de nuestra parte aunque aparentemente creamos estar caminando solos. 
La Nueva Evangelización, de la que tanto nos hablaba Juan Pablo II y a la que nos convoca también Benedicto XVI, empezará 
cuando el Evangelio, Jesucristo y la Iglesia misma, cuente con cristianos seguros de lo que llevan entre manos. Personas valientes 
que, allá donde se encuentren, sepan defender la causa de Jesús y se muestren como lo que son: como cristianos.  
La Nueva Evangelización, y no nos escandalicemos, pasa por empezar desde cero a fraguar la vida de muchos cristianos que viven 
como si no lo fueran. A formar familias desde el Evangelio. A ocupar puestos de responsabilidad en la sociedad civil sin renunciar 
ni menospreciar los valores del cristianismo. Sólo entonces, cuando seamos templados, cuando lleguemos a ese grado de madurez, 
es cuando veremos y comprobaremos que el Señor va por delante. Porque Jesús, si viniera de nuevo, recogería aquel viejo prover-
bio: “las cosas claras y el chocolate espeso”. Aunque sienten mal las primeras o, el chocolate, a más de uno se le atragante. 
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