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“Afterwards whenever he passed by, he used to stop  

there to dine”  - Kings 4:9 
 
 
 
 

My dear parishioners, 
 
Today’s reading speaks of the gospel value of “hospitality.”  
We live this principle in our lives by welcoming the stranger, 
providing clothing, food and shelter to the needy.  Recently 
Nativity parish collected 11,000 pounds of food in our blue bag 
Suday to support the St. Lucy Food Bank of catholic Charities. 
It was a record response of generosity and love. 
 
May God bless our nation as we celebrate our Independence 
Day. May we continue to be a nation that generously seeks to 
live out the gospel principle of “hospitality”, welcoming the 
stranger, the poor, those seeking freedom and a better life.  
May we always be a nation “under God” and trust in God’s 
loving care for us. 
 
 

Love and blessings,  
 
 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 
Pastor 
 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 

Volunteer Recruitment - Nativity Security Ministry: 
Join Us in Safeguarding Our Church Community! 
 

The Nativity Security Ministry is inviting parishioners to help 
keep our church safe and welcoming.  
The ministry uses two-person teams to cover each of the seven 
weekend Masses so every Mass has a watchful, supportive  
presence. We seek mature Catholics who stay calm under  
pressure, are physically able, and value humility, teamwork,  
and service. Anyone committed to helping protect our communi-
ty is welcome. 
Volunteers will participate in regular security training, including 
the next CPR/AED/First Aid certification class on July 18,  
attend quarterly team meetings, and serve on a rotating schedule. 
During assigned Masses, team members will patrol the church, 
stay alert for safety concerns, and work together to maintain a 
secure worship environment. To volunteer or learn more, email 
Joe Tiago at SecurityMinistry@nativityburke.org.  
Your willingness to serve helps keep Nativity safe and welcom-
ing for worship, fellowship, and community! 

Invitation to Join the Young Adult Ministry 
The Lord is Risen . . . and so is Young Adult ministry at Nativity!  

Fr. Jordan is inviting all Young Adults, ages 18-35, to join him  
in launching the ministry this summer. We are looking to plan  

formal and informal social events throughout the summer  
and launch men’s and women’s small group bible studies.  

If you are interested in joining us (even if you are just home  
for the summer from college!) email Fr. Jordan 

at frevans@nativityburke.org or come find him after Mass.  

 

The Battle of the Altar Servers is on  
Thursday July 9 th at St. Leo the Great Parish  

in Fairfax, from 10:30am — 2:00pm 
 

The battle of the altar servers is an event that the Diocese hosts 
for young people who serve Mass. Servers from each parish 
compete against each other in field day type games, enjoy a 
cookout lunch, and participate in a prayer service with the  
bishop. 
 

Nativity will be providing transportation to and from the event. 
Participants will meet at Nativity at 9:45am and a bus will take 
us from Nativity to St Leo’s. The bus will be leaving at 10:00am 
 

If you are interested in this opportunity for fun, fellowship, and 
faith, please fill out the diocesan permission form, found in the 
sacristy or in the parish office, and return it to the office 
by Monday June 29th . If you have any questions, please call the 
office and ask for the seminarian. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the Annual 

Women of Nativity Baby Shower with donations of baby supplies 

and financial gifts. Your generosity was truly overwhelming.  

More than one organization said "Is this all ours?" when they came 

to pick up their donations. Their surprise and gratitude reflected 

the incredible kindness of our Nativity family. 

Because of your support, many babies and families in our  

community will receive much-needed help. Thank you for sharing 

God's love and for making such a meaningful difference. 
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 APPALACHIA HOME BUILDING: “THANK YOU NATIVITY” 
 
 

On behalf of the Knights of Columbus, the Appalachian Construction Crew of Omaha, NE, and the Mitchell 
family of three, we want to thank the Nativity family for their tremendous outpouring of support that made 
this home building effort possible. With the combined donations from Nativity, the Knights, and personal  
donations, our contributions totaled over $140,000, not including a truck load of household items provided by 
the Nativity family. As part of the contributions, Nativity has also sent $45,000 for the Outreach Program to 
help other county residents. With slightly over $10,000 raised from Omaha, the combined crews were able to 
again build a home for a very needy family.  
 

Good Shepherd Catholic Chapel selected the Mitchell family who clearly had some challenges. The family 
lived in a dilapidated trailer that had to be demolished to make way for the new home. This was the 28th 
home where Nativity and the Knights partnered with the Appalachian Construction Crew.  
 

From May 27th  to June 8th, the combined crews were able to complete the home with two of those days dedi-
cated to travel. The Nativity crew totaled 22 knights; Omaha sponsored 7 that included a support crew to help 
with feeding the Crew. Weather was challenging with hotter temperatures and little rain. Notwithstanding the 
weather, with the larger crew, we were able to finish the home a day earlier. Local electrical, heating/air  
conditioning, and plumbing contractors worked at night to ensure the home was ready for critical inspections. 
Early Tuesday, we completed hanging all the sheetrock and applied the first coat on most of the joints and 
cleaned up the site for the house blessing. Literally, we completed all this work, exterior construction and  
interior rough-in, in 5½ days. We had the house blessing on Tuesday afternoon led by Father Ben Horn.  
That night we had the family over for dinner with the entire crew and presented the grandmother, Patricia, 
with the keys to her new home. We also told them of all the household items that we brought from Nativity 
from the Christmas giving tree, in addition to the new beds we provided for all the family. The family was 
overwhelmed with the outpouring of help and the caring from the Nativity family. Patricia was in tears and 
thanked everyone.     
 

On Wednesday morning, the first crew departed, and the finishing crew took over. From Wednesday through 
Sunday, our Nativity finishing crew of eight, with Omaha’s three, stayed to do all the finishing. The finishing 
team completed all the drywall finishing, painting, hanging doors, trimming, and installing kitchen cabinets.  
The finishing crew left on Monday. All final inspections were completed by June 18th, and appliances and 
new beds provided by Nativity will be delivered soon after. The family will move in before the end of June.  
  

In addition, we were told how our outreach efforts were making a difference with wheelchair ramps, hygiene 
kits for over 200 kids, assistance with offsetting medical and utility bills, and with food assistance at five 
schools for the poorest children to have food over the weekend.        
  

May God bless you all for your caring and generosity. Please call Bob Corsi at 703-239-2890 or Bob Colella, 
at 571-422-0367, for any questions. 
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Are you registered in the Parish? 
If you are not receiving mail or emails from the parish, chances 

are you are not registered. You are free to stop by the Parish  
Office to fill out a registration form to become a registered  

member of  Nativity Parish or go online to: nativityburke.org  
and download one. Registration is required to be a  

 

 ALTAR FLOWERS - Donated by 
 
 
 

The McMahon Family  
In Loving Memory of our loving father,  
grandfather and husband Jim McMahon 
 

 
 

 
            A message from Nativity Creation Care Ministry 
 
Each summer, many faith communities participate in Plastic-
Free July, a month-long challenge to reduce our use of plastics 
and to examine the amount of plastic we use in our day-to-day 
life.  (learn more at plasticfreejuly.org) 
We can start by reducing our use of “The Big Four”:  
1. Say no to single-use plastic straws  
2. Bring your reusable bags to the grocery store. Don’t forget the 
produce bags too! (Most produce doesn’t even need a bag. Leave 
it naked.)  
3. Bring a full water bottle with you before you leave your 
house. Phone, wallet, WATER, keys – good to go.   
4. Say no to “to-go” coffee cups by bringing your own or asking 
for the coffee to stay in a real mug.  
Our earth is precious and is in need of gentleness and kindness. 
We pray for the environment and all of creation, the sky, land, 
sea and all living creatures. May you protect all ecosystems and 
natural habitats, freeing them from harm and inhumane actions. 
Protect the earth from plastic, land and ocean pollution keeping 
the earth in your loving care, in our common home, communities 
and everywhere. Help us to love, respect and restore creation. St 
Francis of Assisi, Pray for us. Amen. 

 

Mass for the Occasion of our 
Nation’s 250th Anniversary  
of Independence 
 

On the occasion of our nation’s 
250th Anniversary of Independ-
ence on July 4, 2026, you are  
invited to join Bishop Burbidge 
for a special Mass to be held on 
Saturday, July 4 at the Cathedral 
of Saint Thomas More in  
Arlington. The Mass will take 
place at 9:00AM at the Cathedral.  

 
 

Please join Bishop Burbidge for the Mass as we pray in thanks-
giving for the many blessings God has bestowed on our country 
and for an abundance of His grace to be a nation united as one in 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  
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Mary’s Comfort, a local maternity shelter in Springfield, VA, is a 
volunteer-driven nonprofit providing an enriching home for women 
facing a crisis pregnancy, along with supportive help and guidance 

for mother and baby. Since opening our first home in 2024 we 
have assisted six pregnant women. With your support, we can 

grow our services and expand our programs. If you'd like to join 
our team of dedicated volunteers or make donation, please visit 

our website https://www.maryscomfortva.org/ or email us 
at maryscomfortva@gmail.com. If you know a mother who could 
use our help, please refer her to us. Thank you and God bless! 

 

The 2026 Bishop’s 
Lenten Appeal: 

In Christ, We Are One 
 

Can you help get us to our Bishop’s Lenten Appeal dollar goal? We are so 
near our goal, but we need the help of parishioners who have not yet  

contributed to our BLA campaign. As of June 16, our pledges and  
donations amount to $826,74, but with only about 16 percent of registered 

families pledging. If you have not yet participated, there is still time.  
Any dollar amount helps reach our $840,000 goal. See 

www.arlingtondiocese.org/BLA, scan the QR code for easy access, or use 
one of the BLA envelopes at Church. Your support helps so many  

charities, ministries, and programs throughout the Diocese and right here 
at Nativity. May God bless you dearly for your generosity. 

 

ECHO Collection next weekend, July 4/5  
Food Room Most Needed  

 

Thank you for including ECHO Food Room needs on your  
shopping list. The USDA calculates that a meal for one persons 
is considered to be 1.2 pounds of food. Thus far this fiscal year 
ECHO has distributed 288,560 pounds of food which converts to 
240,466 meals given to our neighbors in Burke and Springfield. 
Thank you donors for your generosity in helping our neighbors. 
Your help is greatly appreciated. With all of the charitable dona-
tions the weekend of June 6/7, we still collected 794 lbs of 
food.  What a generous parish we have!!  
 

ECHO 's policy is to not give expired, open or repackaged food 
to clients. PLEASE do not bring these items or glass jars!! 
Bag Beans (black, red or garbanzo beans preferred), Lentils, 
Canned Fruit, Cereal/Oatmeal (low sugar), Can Tomatoes,  
Tomato paste, Canned Milk, Shelf stable milk, Hot Chocolate, 
Snacks (Crackers, raisins, granola bars, dry fruit, nuts, etc.) 
Baked Beans, Coffee (Instant and Ground), Honey, Pancake 
Syrup, Cooking Oil, Non-salt spices, Masa Corn Flour, Granu-
lated Sugar, Lemon or Lime Juice, Tortillas, Condiments, Mac 
and Cheese, Canned Meat, , Paper boxes, Toilet Paper, Facial 
Tissue, Toothpaste, Razors, Shampoo, Laundry Detergent, Pa-
per Towels, Body/Hand lotion, Band Aids, Diapers. (sizes 2, 4, 
5, 6), Sanitary Napkins. 

The next Rosary Ministry meeting will take place on:  
June 28 from 2:00-3:30pm in the Fr. Ready Room  

This  month will include Fr. Pine's: The History of the  
Rosary!  Please come view this interesting piece with us as we 
teach you how to make a Mission Rosary. Returning members 

please join us at this last meeting before summer break.  
We have lots of beads to count and package for new learners. 

If you have any questions please 
email rosaryministry@nativityburke.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nativity Players Theatre Ministry Presents  

Hello, Dolly!  
July 23–25 & July 30–August 1!  

Tickets are on sale now 
at tickets.nativitytheatreministry.org. 

 

Put on your Sunday clothes and join us for one of Broadway's 
most beloved musicals! Hello, Dolly! is a heartwarming, hilari-
ous, and spectacular musical filled with unforgettable songs, 
dazzling dancing, larger-than-life characters, and plenty of 
laughter. 
 

Featuring a talented cast of local performers, beautiful period 
costumes, and lively choreography, this summer's production 
promises to be an event you won't want to miss!   

 

MASS INTENTIONS & 
MASS SCHEDULE 
“We are God's People”  

1 Peter 2:10 
 
 
 

 

Monday, June 29 
7:30 am Father’s Day Novena 
12:00 pm † Ida Maria 
 

Tuesday, June 30 
7:30 am Special Intention for Betty Litorja 
12:00 pm † Donna Hummel 
 

Wednesday, July 1 
7:30 am In Thanksgiving 
3:00 pm Father’s Day Novena (Sunrise) 
 

Thursday, July 2 
7:30 am Special Intention for Jason Mitton 
12:00 pm †  Brian Irving 
 

Friday, July 3 
7:30 am  †  Lech Jasinski 
 

Saturday, July 4 
9:00 am †  Michelle Ann McKee 
5:00 pm †  James Prescott 
7:00 pm †  Mario Sanchez (Spanish) 
 

Sunday, July 5 
7:00 am †  Ramon and Angela Vega 
9:00 am Special Intention for Elizabetta Lazarte 
11:00 am Nativity Parishioners 
1:00 pm † Fatimo George Lester Lobo 
5:30 pm †  Larry Brindza 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 
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For more information or to sign up, please contact  
Seminarian Gabriel Gaudet at ggaudet@nativityburke.org.  
Liability forms are also available at the parish office. 

●  To support the Holy Father’s mission, which extends through-
out the entire world, from the proclamation of the Gospel to the 
promotion of integral human development, education, peace, 
and brotherhood among peoples: thanks also to the many      
activities of service carried out by the dicasteries, bodies and 
organs of the Holy See who assist him every day. 
●  To support the numerous charitable works in aid of people 
and families in difficulty, populations afflicted by natural      
disasters and wars, or who are in need of humanitarian          
assistance or support for development. 

Second Collection 

this weekend 
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
 

Defending those with Intellectual Disabilities 
Jérôme Lejeune – Famous Geneticist, Devout Catholic 
and Sanctity of Life Advocate 
     “A century after his birth, French geneticist Jérôme 
Lejeune is being remembered for both a landmark scien-
tific discovery and a steadfast commitment to the dignity of 
human life. Born June 13, 1926, near Paris, Lejeune identi-
fied in 1958 that an extra chromosome 21 causes Down 
syndrome, a breakthrough that transformed modern genet-
ics. He believed that would help protect and care for vul-
nerable children. Instead, he lived to see it widely used for 
prenatal screening that often led to Down syndrome ba-
bies’ elimination. A devout Catholic, he later served in the 
Pontifical Academy of Sciences and became the first presi-
dent of the Pontifical Academy for Life, founded by St. 
John Paul II in 1994… He was deeply saddened to see 
that his discovery would be used to detect Down syndrome 
before birth and to eliminate those who carried it. His con-
cern was to change society’s negative view of them and to 
advance research to find ways to treat them… He embod-
ied a holiness grounded in intelligence and his entire life 
was guided by his search for truth… His primary concern 
was to anchor the truth in charity. One cannot understand 
Jérôme Lejeune without mercy.”  
https://www.osvnews.com/jerome-lejeunes-legacy-endures
-as-france-celebrates-100th-birthday-of-the-geneticist/ 
      

 “To honor this centenary, a special celebration [was] 
held at the Vatican, including an audience with Pope Leo. 
It is a moment for the global Church to recognize a man 
who harmonized profound scientific discovery with an un-
wavering Catholic faith… He spent his life defending those 
with intellectual disabilities, viewing every child as a unique 
reflection of God’s love. In the spirit of Lejeune’s mission, 
Word on Fire’s Fellowship for Persons with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities works to draw these individuals 
and their families more deeply into the life of the Church. 
This evangelization initiative ensures that no one is left on 
the margins of our faith community.” (Word of Fire, Cele-
brating Jerome Lejeune’s Legacy, 6/13/2026 email) 
Marian Homes – Independence and Personal Growth for 
Intellectually Disabled 
 

Marian Homes is a non-profit organization whose mission 
is to purchase and maintain affordable homes for individu-
als with intellectual disabilities, allowing them independ-
ence and  personal growth in a group home setting.  
Marian homes was started over 30 years ago by St. Mary 
of Sorrows KofC Council. Msgr. (then Fr.) Bob helped men-
tor the council to get this ministry’s first home.  
Marian Homes is now a 501(c) 3 recognized  
charity. www.marianhomes.org/ 
 

KOVAR Enduring Love Campaign – Homes for  
Intellectually Disabled 
Stand with parents who seek to find a home for their  
children that outlive their  
ability to provide direct care 
on their own.  
Contact Mark Sawyer,  
sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. 
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Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 

The first meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting of the 
month is devoted to faith formation.  

Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows.  
Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. 

 

Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events,  
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992.  
Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter? If not, go  
to: <https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign up. 
Widow Support: **Updated** We need drivers to support rides to  
appointments. See SUG for details!  
for our June 27th day of sale. Please support this annual event! 
1 JULY: Officer Installation Ceremony. First event of the new Fraternal 
Year! All prospective council officers are asked to be present at 7:00 PM 
in the main church. State and District representatives and our chaplain 
Msgr. Bob will be present for this special ceremony. Dress is suit, tie, and 
name tag. All Knights and families are invited to attend. All prospective 
officers are asked to confirm their presence to Deputy Grand Knight / 
Grand Knight-elect Vince Augelli at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 
3 JULY: Vacation Bible School BBQ. Calling all grillmasters! Come out 
and support Nativity’s youth to celebrate a successful VBC! SUG is live! 
18 JULY: First Aid/CPR/AED Certification Class for the Nativity Security 
Team, 12:00 - 3:00pm. Advance registration is required. Contact Br. Joe 
Tiago for questions and training at SecurityMinistry@nativityburke.org. 
18 JULY - End of Year Dinner 6:15 PM in cafeteria - Knights and 
spouses are invited to join together to celebrate the recently completed 
fraternal year, recognize award recipients, and congratulate our outgoing 
GK.  Mark the date; SUG is pending.  
Food for Others: Volunteer for food distribution to the poor, delivered on 
designated Thursday or Friday evenings. For Thursdays, contact  
Br. Mark Sawyer at sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, contact 
Br. Matt Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. Deliver food from  
Giant to the FFO warehouse Tuesday mornings; contact Br. Bob Colella  
robert.colella.86@gmail.com.  
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one month.  
Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is deeply appreciat-
ed. Send an updated request for continued support.  
https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5  
Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our Warden, 
Dan Thomas, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.    
Nativity Ushers assist at collections: Volunteer for your Mass!  
Volunteer on LinkTree to maintain a database of potential helpers! 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and  
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on LinkTree. 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL      

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

nativityschool.org 

 

 Kudos, Kindergartners: 
Now, Our Fabulous First Graders! 

************************************* 

28 Kindergartners, all dressed in white, bounced across the stage 
and down the steps into Ms. Kelly’s arms, where Monsignor 
Bob handed each one their diploma, indicating that every one of 
them were ready for First Grade. The room was filled with ex-
citement, and song, and love – and hugs!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There’s just something about a Kindergarten graduation that is 
different from any other. Maybe it’s that we are at the beginning 
of all that promise. Maybe it’s because the size of their world is 
something we can still see. Maybe it’s because there are so very 
many hugs!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Nativity’s Kindergarten Class of 2026! 
We are so proud of all of your accomplishments.  

Keep shining brightly, Nativity Stars!  
~ Mrs. Munoz and Mrs. Jordan 

 

********************************************
Important Upcoming Dates ~~ 
August 19 - First Day of School 

 

At Nativity, faith fills us. Love lives here. Nativity Stars are 
filled with the Holy Spirit! Join us to see how your child would 

spend his or her days here - learning, praying, sharing, and 
laughing. We may be just the school for which you´ve been 

searching! Contact us at www.nativityschool.org, 
(703) 455-2300, or smurph@nativityschool.org. 

Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international Order 
of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect our families, 
serve others, and defend values in a busy changing world. Join today 
at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. As we continue to celebrate Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney's Beatification, please enter the Promo Code 

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY to join online for free. Please email our  
Deputy Grand Knight, Vince Augelli, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 
or the Grand Knight, Michael Bender at gk7992@nativityburke.org  

with any questions.  

 

Pray the Pro-Life Rosary and Witness with Us! 
When: Friday mornings after the 7:30 am Mass 
Where: 900 S. Washington St, Falls Church, VA. 
 
 
 

Join Nativity in praying the Pro-Life Rosary for mothers in 
need and for the protection of human life. Your peaceful pres-
ence outside on the sidewalk in front of the Falls Church abor-
tion facility makes a difference by increasing awareness, and 
for parents who find themselves in unplanned/crisis pregnan-
cies. Contact rickloffredo@outlook.com.   

Sign Up For the Diocesan E-Newsletter! 
Receive special video messages from our bishop, learn about 
unique opportunities to get involved, and be the first to know  

The news about our Diocese - straight to your inbox.  
Sign up here: arlingtondiocese.org/email 
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Love working with children? Want flexibility? 
Consider subbing at Nativity School! Please Join Us! 
 

We are in need of substitute teachers with the following  
minimum qualifications: 

 2-plus years of college 

 Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective 
instructions in the absence of the teacher 

 Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom 
management skills 

 Diocesan-compliant 

 Successful background check 
 

For more information, email Rich Godwin at  
rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or call him at (703) 455-2300, 
ext.146; or you can contact Shannon Murphy, our Registrar,  
at (703) 455-2300, or smurph@nativityschool.org.    

The Importance of Sunday Mass 
As the body will die without food, the soul will expire  

without nourishment. As Catholics, that spiritual  
nourishment comes at the Sunday Eucharist.  

The Lord’s Day is essential for our faith.  

2Minutes2Virtue 
2Minutes2Virtue is for Catholics who want to get the most out  

of Sunday readings. Every week, a featured priest from the  
Catholic Diocese of Arlington will give his take on the Sunday 

Gospel reading, and use it as inspiration behind the week’s  
challenge. Look out for your own parish priest, and experience 

the wisdom of so many priests in our own diocese. 
You can sign up by texting "2m2v" to 84576, and receive the 

weekly challenge straight to your mobile phone!   
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