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“But who do you say that I am?”  
Matt 16:13-20 

 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Love and Blessings,  
 
 
Fr. Bob Cilinski, 
Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

Diocese of Mandeville, Jamaica 
Mission Cooperative Plan Appeal  

 

THIS weekend, our second collection supports the annual  
Mission Cooperative Plan Appeal for our diocese.  
Our parish mission organization is the Diocese of  

Mandeville, Jamaica. This appeal helps our brothers and sisters 
who do not have access to basic pastoral services that support and 
grow their faith, like Mass, the sacraments, religious education as 

well as basic needs – like food, shelter, and healthcare.  
You can support these organizations through the 2nd Collection.  
If donating by check, please make your check payable to our 

parish and put “MCP” in the memo line.  
Through your support, the MCP Appeal helps these mission  

organizations form vibrant faith communities and strengthens the 
global Church. Please be generous, thank you! 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—MEET AND GREET 
 

The Nativity Women's Bible study group will start their  
program year with a Meet-and-Greet on:  
Friday, September 8th at 10:00AM in the Father Ready room.  
 

Our first study, Psalms: The School of Prayer, will meet on  
Fridays from September 15th - December 1st at 10:00 AM  
in the Father Ready room. Future sessions will include studies 
on Galatians and on the Gospel of Mark.   
All Nativity women are welcome to join us for prayer, study, 
and fellowship! Please register on the Nativity website.  
Questions? Contact Camille Pryor at wbs@nativityburke.org.  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

"We are God's People"  
1 Peter 2:10 

 
 

Monday, August 28th 
7:30 am  † Jack Dezzutti 
 
Tuesday, August 29th 
7:30 am † Margaret Bramlett Gilb 
12:00 pm † Michelle Ann Weltens 
 
Wednesday, August 30th 
7:30 am † Paula Ramirez Panganiban 
 
Thursday, August 31st 
7:30 am † Marc Angelo Sanidad 
12:00 pm † Florence Dizon 
 
Friday, September 1st 
7:30 am † Jim McCullough 
9:00 am † Lucy Johnson 
 
Saturday, September 2nd 
9:00 am  † Janet Wilson 
5:00 pm  † David Lynch 
7:00 pm † Victor Hugo Carrillo Pacheco 
 
Sunday, September 3rd 
7:00 am † Carina Lacsa Harper 
9:00 am † Michelle Weltens 
11:00 am † Chris Cournoyer 
1:00 pm     Parishioners 
5:30 pm † Bernice Taoras 

 
In prayer, let us remember  

the sick and deceased of the parish 
visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

RCIA – Encounter Jesus through Full Communion  
with the Catholic Church ‘Come and See’  

 

Are you interested in becoming Catholic or learning more about 
Catholicism? Are you missing the Sacrament of the Eucharist or 
Confirmation? We invite you to join Nativity’s Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) journey of faith, starting September 
18, 2023, with our Monday evening sessions from 7:00pm to 
8:30pm in the Fr. Ready Room. 
RCIA forms new disciples, as adults prepare to enter the  
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 30, 2024, 
with reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 
First Communion. Our Monday sessions continue until just prior 
to Pentecost Sunday 2024, preparing for life in the Church as 
intentional disciples. This faith journey deepens one’s personal 
relationship with Jesus by encountering him through passionate 
teaching, personal witness, table discussion time with opportuni-
ties for Q&A, prayer and Eucharistic Adoration, spiritual events, 
and a Lenten outreach project.  
RCIA is open to those who have not been baptized, Christians 
baptized in another faith, and baptized Catholics who have not 
received catechesis for the other Sacraments of Initiation.  
For details, contact the Church at (703) 455-2400, or speak to 
Father Bob Cilinski, or e-mail Linda Loffredo at  
lindaloffredo@gmail.com. Visit our website https://
nativityburke.org/rcia/ for more information and registration. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS Donated by  
 
 

John Michel and 
Bernadette Michel Slee 
In loving Memory of 

Sharon Michel 
 

NATIVITY GIFT SHOP - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
The Gift shop desperately needs volunteers to open after  
all Masses on Sunday. Training will be provided, the work  
is easy and will require only about 15 minutes of your time  

(about half an hour on busy days). All proceeds benefit  
Nativity charities. We should have 2 volunteers at every Mass. 

Currently the biggest need is for the 7:00am, 9:00am, 1:00pm, and 
5:30pm Mass. If interested, please call or stop by the parish office, 

or leave your name and telephone number at the Gift shop. 

A message from Nativity’s Creation Care Ministry 

 
Thanks to those who stop by to say hello when you spot us  
tending to Nativity's St. Kateri native plant gardens around back 
by the veggie gardens or in the parking lot island, front and  
center to the church entrance!  
What's new? So many native plants are currently in bloom in 
these gardens: Common Dittany, Mountain Mint,  Summer 
Phlox, White Wood Aster, Wild Bergamot, Black Eyed Susans, 
Sundrops, Purple Love Grass, Maryland Wood Aster, and  
Goldenrod species.  
In a small way, these gardens contribute to the critical biodiver-
sity of insects needed to maintain our food webs. What might 
look like a weed at first glance is often a critical plant in the life 
cycle of our local pollinators. What might look like dead stems 
and seed heads that need trimming back may be important food 
sources for birds or an overwintering spot for other of God's 
smallest creatures. To learn more about conserving God's  
biodiversity while gardening:  
https://www.plantnovanatives.org/post/fewer-inputs-to-your-
landscape-more-butterflies-and-birds? 

 

33 Days to Morning Glory 
 

Save the Date – September 27th, 2023. Do 
not miss out! Join us in a spiritual journey 
that will strengthen our faith and devotion to 
Jesus. 33 Days to Morning Glory is a  
33-day program written by Fr. Gaitley 
meant to prepare us for our consecration to 
Mary. Our ministry at Nativity is offering 
this program during the month of October. 
The program is via Zoom for 6 meetings on 
Wednesday evenings 7:45PM to 9:00PM.  
 

For more information and to register go to the Nativity Web 
site: https://nativityburke.org/33-day-retreat/#register or Con-
tact: Jim Housel – 33dayconsecration@nativityburke.org.   
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Mass Honoring Military and First Responders 
 

Fr. Diamond Council #6292 and Fr. Malloy Assembly #1894 
of the Knights of Columbus will host our 8th annual Mass 
Honoring Military and First Responders at St. Leo the Great 
Catholic Church (3700 Blenheim Blvd, Fairfax, 22030)  
on Sunday, September 10, 2023 at 11:00 am  
Fr. Robert J. Rippy, Chancellor of the Diocese, will be the  
principal celebrant, with Bishop Emeritus Paul Loverde as a  
concelebrant. All are welcome to join us; Military, Law Enforce-
ment, and Fire and Rescue personnel are encouraged to wear 
their dress uniform.  
A group photo will be taken after Mass in front of the church; a 
reception in the school gym will follow. For more details, please 
contact Dave Todd, Jr., at djtoddjr@gmail.com. 

 

Love working with children? Want flexibility?  
Consider subbing for us… 

 

We are in need of substitute teachers for the new school year 
with the following minimum qualifications: 
 

We are in need of substitute teachers with the following  mini-
mum qualifications: 

 2-plus years of college 

 Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective instructions 
in the absence of the teacher 

 Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom management 
skills 

 Diocesan compliant 

 Successful background check 
 

 
To apply, email Rich Godwin at  

rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or call him at 
(703) 455-2300, ext.146. Thank you! 

 

CALLED: A Conference for Young Adults 
 

Bishop Burbidge invites all young adults (ages 19 to 35, single 
and married) from parishes across the Diocese of Arlington to 
join him at CALLED: A Conference for Young Adults.  
Join him on Saturday, September 23, 2023, for the annual Mass 
for Young Adults, an inspirational keynote from Mr. Sam Good-
win who was trapped in Syria's notoriously brutal prison system, 
breakout sessions, dinner, prayer, live music, vendors, ministry 
booths, and plenty of social time!  
Make new friends and connect to your local Young Adult  
Ministries as we contemplate how we've been CALLED to  
holiness. We are excited to offer complimentary childcare for 
this conference! Invite your friends! The Mass and Conference 
will run from 2:00pm-9:15pm.  
 

Register now to take advantage  
of Early Bird Pricing!  

To register visit:  
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/young-

adult-ministry/called/ 
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Returning Ministry for the Seriously Ill 
 

Catholic Charities is pleased to announce the  
return of the Retreat for Person's Facing Serious 
Illness on October 6 - 8, 2023. This retreat offers a unique  
opportunity for persons who face serious physical illness to  
participate in a weekend retreat of spiritual renewal and refresh-
ment. You will find details for those who wish to attend the  
retreat by visiting: https://www.ccda.net/events/2023/retreat-
for-persons-facing-serious-illness/ 
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NEED TO TALK? 
Catholic Charities provides quality mental health services &  

counselors grounded in a Catholic understanding of the  
human person. “Nativity’s Counselor” Ms. Marguerite Turner, 
MS, LPC is back at Nativity counseling clients in-person and  

is available on Thursdays from 10:00am-6:00pm to talk  
with any parishioners who may be struggling.  

To set up an appointment, please contact Marguerite at  
703-454-2415 or mmturner@ccda.net. 

Diocese of Arlington Scholarship Foundation 
Help low income students receive a Catholic Education 

and receive most of your donation back through tax savings! 
(without having to itemize) 

 

The Virginia Education Improvement Scholarships Tax Credit 
Program will award a 65% state tax credit for donations made to 
the Diocese of Arlington Scholarship Foundation, (DASF), 
which provide scholarships for low-income students new to our 
diocesan Catholic Schools. You do not have to itemize in order 
to use the 65% tax credit! Donations must be preauthorized in 
advance. Please call Jeanne Combos at 703-841-2764 (or email 
DASF@arlingtondiocese.org), or go online for more details and 
to download the preauthorization request form at:   
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/Scholarship-Foundation/ 

 

Join the Knights! Do you want to make a difference 
as a Catholic Gentleman? Then join the Knights of 
Columbus! Visit https://info.kofc.org/us.html and 
enter our council #7992 for local information and  
to register.  

The Parish Office will close at 12:30pm  
on Friday, September 1 and will be closed all day on 
Monday, September 4 in observance of Labor Day. 
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Council Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesday. First meeting is a busi-
ness meeting, second meeting of the month is devoted to faith 
formation. Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship 
follows.  Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria.  
Linktree Universal Sign-up Link:  
Volunteer for an event! https://linktr.ee/
fr_sikora_council_7992 
8 Sep Priest’s BBQ Volunteer on linktree. 
14 Sep Exemplification: Meet in the church at 

7pm. New members and 1st and 2nd Degree Knights who wish 
to make 3rd Degree should arrive in coat and tie. Reach out to 

Br. Chris Odell at cokofc7992@gmail.com.. Families and  
Brother Knights are encouraged to attend. 
23 Sep Marian Homes Shred Event: 9:45am – noon.  

29 Sep Nativity Fall Festival, Set-up: Volunteer on linktree. 
30 Sep Nativity Fall Festival: Events & clean-up: Volunteer 
on linktree. 
30 Sep Soccer Challenge: Volunteer on linktree. 
Mowing: A Knight’s family needs your help taking care of the 
lawn this summer. Volunteer on linktree.  
Food for Others: Volunteer drivers for food distribution to the 
poor. If you have a truck or van and can occasionally help  
deliver to Springfield on Friday evenings contact Br. Matt 
Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com.  
Name Tags: Email Vince Augelli at VaKC23@gmail.com.  
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee 
and cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See linktree.  
Handy Knights Ministry: If you are unable to perform basic 
maintenance tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or 
other factors, call the “Handy Knights.” Email:   
handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.  
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers and the families of living 
and deceased brothers in need of a helping hand, contact  
Br. John Landy at navyy8@yahoo.com.  
3rd Degree Knights - Grow with 4th Degree - participate in 
patriotic activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree 
Assembly meets the second Tuesday of the month in the Nativi-
ty school cafeteria: 7:30 pm rosary, 7:45 pm business meeting 
followed by fellowship. If you are interested, please contact our 
Faithful Navigator Vince Augelli at fn2996@vakofc.org.  
Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international 
Order of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 
our families, serve others, and defend values in a busy changing 
world. Join today! https://www.kofc.org/joinus and experience 
the Knights free for one year: Enter the Agent Code “CPEREZ”, 
click “Add” and complete the form. Be sure to enter our council 
#7992 for local information when you register. Please email our 
Deputy Grand Knight at cokofc7992@gmail.com  or the Grand 
Knight at pmdelatte@gmail.com if you have any questions.  
The K of C Ladies Auxiliary: Formed to assist and support the 
Knights, our Church and the four virtues of Charity, Unity,  

Sorority and Patriotism. We are spouses, daughters, mothers, or 
sisters of Knights of Columbus who are in good standing or de-

ceased. Our fellowship and informational meetings are the First 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the Fr. Ready Room.  
Contact kdelatte65@gmail.com for info or to be added to our 

email distro. 
* Event pre and post management tools are available on link-

tree. Event leads, please review and complete all event tasks. 

Struggling with addiction in the family?  
Both the afflicted and affected don't need to be alone. There are 
many resources available including AA, NA, Alanon, Calix and a 

diocesan chaplain. Call the HELPLINE (970) 989-2670) for  
support. This is NOT LIMITED to addicts, anybody that would like  

to speak with a priest or a friend in Christ May call! 

Sign Up For the Diocesan E-Newsletter! 
Receive special video messages from our bishop, learn about 

unique opportunities to get involved, and be the first to know the 
news about our Diocese - straight to your inbox.  

Sign up here: arlingtondiocese.org/email 

https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992
mailto:mstock_w@yahoo.com
mailto:VaKC23@gmail.com
mailto:handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com
mailto:navyy8@yahoo.com
mailto:fn2996@vakofc.org
mailto:kdelatte65@gmail.com
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************************************************* 
JOIN OUR STAFF!  Consider joining our School Staff as 
part of our Extended Care Team to help us provide After-

School Care by contacting our Extended Care Director, Mrs. 
Jen Behan at (703) 455-2300, or jbehan@nativityschool.org.  

To assist us as a Lunch/Recess Monitor, or Substitute  
Teacher, please contact Rich Godwin at (703) 455-2300,  

or rgodwin@nativityschool.org. 
************************************************* 

Important Upcoming Dates 
Thursday, Aug 31 -  9:00 am Preschool Sneak-A-Peek 
Thursday, Aug 31 - 10:00 am PreK Sneak-A-Peek 
Friday, September 1 - 9:00 am Mass  
Friday, September 1 - 12:00 Noon Dismissal 
Monday, September 4 - Labor Day, No School 
Tuesday, September 5 - Preschool/PreK Begins 
Tuesday, September 5 - 8th Grade Fellowship 
Tuesday, September 5 - Piano Demo, K-3 
Wednesday, September 6 - Band Demo, 4th - 8th 
Wednesday, September 6 - Back-to-School Night, 6-8 
Thur., Sept. 7 - Back-to-School Night, Preschool/PreK  
Thursday, September 7 - Back-to-School Night, K-5 
Thursday, September 7 - Band & Piano Sign-Up, 6 pm. 
Friday, Sept. 8 - Priest Barbecue - Free Hot Dog Lunch 
Sunday, Sept. 10 - Friday, Sept. 15 - Book Fair! 
******************************************** 

Off We Go… Into A New School Year! 
And … just like that … school began this week with an Open 
House, 2 half-days, and one full day – to ease 

all of us into the new school year as painlessly 
as possible. Our PTO held an Ice cream Social in the cafeteria 
right after Monday’s Open House to welcome everyone back 
to school. The popsicles were a great big hit with ALL of us – 
thank you!  
************************************************ 
Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his/her 
days here -- learning, praying, sharing, loving, and laughing.  
We may be just the school for which you´ve been searching! 

Yes, Catholic education is worth the investment! 
Nativity Catholic School is committed to making Catholic 

education accessible to those who desire it, and offers  
financial assistance to make their dream come true. 

Contact Mrs. Shannon Murphy, our Registrar, for more infor-
mation, at (703) 455-2300 and/or smurph@nativityschool.org.  

 

nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL     
A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

 

PRIME TIME SINGLE CATHOLICS (PTSC) 
We are a social group, mostly age 60 and over.  

(40 to 59? Ask about our free associate-membership group.)  
Meet us for: picnic at Occoquan Regional Park (Sept 3); Square 

Dancing (Sept 5,19, 26); outdoor Stations of the Cross at Nativity 
Church (Sept 6); Slavic Festival (Sept 10); Thursday lunches 

(Sept 14, 28); dinner in Fairfax (Sept 17); walk on the W&OD 
Trail (Sept 21); musical "Into the Woods" (Sept 24). For details, 

visit our website: bit.ly/ptsc. With questions or to RSVP,  
email Tom at ptscnva@gmail.com. 

Donate Your Car to Catholic Charities! 
If you are thinking of replacing your car with something new, 
please consider donating your old car to Catholic Charities.  

Proceeds from the sale of working and non-working cars  
provide critical funds for our volunteer programs.  

It's easy, we handle all the paperwork and you receive an IRS  
donation receipt. Email Cars@ccda.net or call (703) 841-3898. 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
http://bit.ly/ptsc
mailto:ptscnva@gmail.com
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Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 

   Sick / Homebound Visits 
Are you or someone you know sick and/or homebound for  

any reason? We can arrange home visits from the parish and  
provide prayer and the sacraments. We would love to bring 
God’s Grace and Peace to anyone in difficult times. Please  

contact Cat Sands, Pastoral Minister, at 
csands@nativityburke.org  

CHILDREN’S ROSARY NEWS 
 

During August, we will be on summer 
break. Meetings will resume in September 
on the SECOND and FOURTH Saturdays of 
each month (we added a second meeting time 
this year and will continue this rhythm next 
year), barring holiday weekends. We will meet in 
the School Chapel at 4:00pm. This is also a loca-
tion change, we no longer meet in the  
Training Room. 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia                21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 27, 2023 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia                21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 27, 2023 

 

In search of paid childcare providers for  
The Nativity Childcare Ministry 

 

"I became the Childcare Ministry Coordinator because I wanted 
to help as many families as possible attend parish events. I have 
people that can help with my son but so many families at Nativi-
ty do not have that, so we are here to help!  

 
Please help out our new ministry and  
become a childcare provider. Just go to 
the childcare ministry page on the parish 
website and answer a few questions and 
we will get back to you!"  
 
Taylor, Nativity's Childcare Coordinator  

 

https://nativityburke.org/ 
childcare-ministry/#provider 

You can designate Nativity Church or Nativity School 
as the beneficiaries of your Amazon Smile! You can 
choose Natvity by going to: YOUR ACCOUNT, 
YOUR AMAZON SMILE and designating Nativi-
ty. Amazon then contributes a small percentage of 
each purchase to Nativity. For questions, please    
contact Ann Benson at: 703 455 2400. Thank you! 

Give a Gift for Life 

Please give a Gift for Life this season to help Project Rachel  
provide counseling and healing retreats to those who suffer the 

effects of abortion. One after-abortion care retreatant wrote:  
“I would have NEVER had the courage to show my face at this 
[abortion healing] retreat… God works in mysterious ways and 
by His grace, I found the courage to step forward in my faith.  

I am so grateful that this ministry exists and was there for me…
without judgement when I was ready to tackle the deep-rooted 
pain in my heart. I am forever grateful!” For more information 

and/or to donate: www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife 
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¿Ya sabemos quién es el Señor? 

Domingo XXI (A) 
Javier Leoz  

 
 

Año Jubilar Paulino. Y, cuando uno se acerca a la segunda 
lectura y recuerda el hombre que, ayer, fue San Pablo, llega a 
preguntarse: ¿Qué le pudo ocurrir a este hombre para escribir 
así a los Romanos? 
 
Lo que antes era necedad, ahora es sabiduría de la fina 
Lo que perseguía con saña, son ahora caminos irrastrea-
bles 
Lo que antes de ayer era caos, hoy es origen, meta y fin del 
universo 
Así es, amigos. Cuando uno descubre, cara a cara a Jesús, su 
vida cambia de la noche a la mañana.  
 
Acerquémonos a la sencillez de San Francisco de Asís. Aso-
mémonos a la intrepidez de Francisco de Javier, a la bondad 
de Teresa de Calcuta, a muchos de los ídolos de nuestro tiem-
po (deportistas, cantantes, artistas) que de repente, de la noche 
a la mañana, ven que a su vida le faltaba algo, fondo…..les 
faltaba Dios. O, como al mismísimo ex/primer ministro britá-
nico, Tony Blair, que dejaba la Iglesia Anglicana porque, en-
tre otras cosas, en la Católica encontraba con más nitidez a 
Jesucristo. 
 
Preguntémoslo a Pedro. ¡Qué dice la gente de Jesús! Y, como 
San Pablo, Pedro nos responderá lo mismo que nosotros, con 
nuestra presencia en la Eucaristía, afirmamos y profesamos: 
¡Es el Señor! ¡Es el Hijo de Dios!  
 
¡Ay! ¡Si, como Pedro, tuviéramos esa convicción! ¡Cuántas 
puertas herméticamente cerradas se abrirían a la novedad 
del Evangelio! 
¡Ay! ¡Si, como Pedro, tuviéramos el valor y el coraje –a 
tiempo y a destiempo- de profesar que, Jesús es el Mesías! 
No existirían otros dioses, miedos  ni temblores para profe-
sar nuestra fe. 
¡Ay! ¡Si como Pedro, ante el Señor, una y otra vez, en el 
sagrario o en la calle, en el trabajo o en la oficina, manifes-
táramos lo que somos! Muchos, verían y encontrarían en 
nuestra actitud, una llave con la que poder abrirse o en-
contrar a Dios 
 
¿Qué ocurre entre nosotros, amigos? ¿Por qué no gritamos a 
los cuatro vientos lo que, en el silencio, sentimos? ¿Tan débi-
les nos encontramos que preferimos tener a Dios en los cuatro 
muros del templo de nuestro corazón que saltando por las ca-
lles por las cuales andamos? 
 
Tenemos un déficit en nuestra vida cristiana: nos falta conoci-
miento de Jesús. No hace aún dos semanas cuando, una feli-
gresa, me decía: “pregunto a mis hijos y mis nietos sobre His-
toria Sagrada y me llevo una gran sorpresa: no saben nada”.  
Surgen, en este domingo, una serie de preguntas que deben de 
sacudirnos nuestro vivir cristiano. Son para todos los que esta-
mos reunidos, en el nombre del Señor,  delante de este altar. 
Nos la dirige Jesús: ¿Qué soy para ti? ¿Quién soy para ti? 
¿Qué sabes de mí? ¿Qué estás dispuesto hacer por mí?  

 
¿Seríamos capaces de responderle? ¿Lo haríamos con frases 
huecas o con verdad de corazón? ¿Lo haríamos para contentar a 
Jesús o desde lo más hondo de nuestra conciencia? 
No hace mucho tiempo en un programa de radio, por la noche, 
llamaba un joven que jamás había oído hablar de Jesús. Que en 
su infancia, su familia, se preocupó de 
poner filtro a todo lo que sonara a Iglesia, 
cristiano o religión. La sorpresa vino al 
final del programa cuando solicitó una 
persona que le enseñara algo sobre Jesu-
cristo. Ahí está la cuestión. Para enseñar 
hay que saber, para saber hay que conocer 
y para conocer a Cristo hay que encon-
trarse con El. ¿Lo hemos entendido? 
Feliz encuentro con el Señor 

TE CONFIESO, QUE NO LO SÉ, SEÑOR 
 
Digo amarte  
cuando, media hora en tu presencia, 
me parece excesivo o demasiado 
Presumo de conocerte 
y, ¡cuántas veces! 
el Espíritu me pilla fuera de juego 
Te sigo y escucho 
y miro, una y otra vez, 
hacia senderos distantes de Ti. 
Te confieso, Señor,  
que no sé demasiado de Ti. 
Que tu nombre me resulta complicado 
pronunciarlo y defenderlo  
en ciertos ambientes. 
Que, tu señorío, 
lo pongo con frecuencia 
debajo de otros señores 
ante los cuales doblo mi rodilla 
Te confieso, Señor, 
que mi voz no es para tus cosas 
lo suficientemente recia ni fuerte 
como lo es para las del mundo. 
Te confieso, Señor, 
que mis pies caminan más deprisa 
por otros derroteros que el placer 
las prisas, los encantos o el dinero me marcan. 
Te confieso, Señor, 
que, a pesar de todo, 
sigo pensando, creyendo y confesando 
que eres el Hijo de Dios. 
Haz, Señor, que allá por donde yo camine 
lleve conmigo la pancarta de “soy tu amigo” 
Haz, Señor, que allá donde yo hable 
se escuche una gran melodía: “Jesús es el Señor” 
Haz, Señor, que allá donde yo trabaje 
con mis manos o con mi mente 
construya un lugar más habitable 
en el que Tú puedas formar parte. 
 
Amén 
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¿Cómo se sabe que el Infierno existe? 
Hemos nacido y vivimos en esta tierra para pasar de esta vida a la 
eternidad 
 
Por: buenanueva.net | Fuente: buenanueva.net  
 
El Infierno es una de las realidades más cuestionadas y atacadas, tal vez por un mecanismo de 
evasión del justo castigo que espera a los que ofendamos a Dios y dejemos de aprovechar la 
oportunidad y las oportunidades que El mismo nos da de arrepentirnos para perdonarnos, y así 
poder llegar, no al Infierno, sino al Cielo.  
Respecto del Infierno hay errores muy difundidos: unos creen que el Infierno no existe. Otros creen que sí existe, pero 
que allí no va nadie, aduciendo que Dios es infinitamente bueno. Pero no hay que olvidar que Dios es, al mismo tiempo, 
infinitamente justo. Recordemos, también, que el propio Jesucristo nos habló en varias ocasiones sobre la posibilidad 
que tenemos de condenarnos. Y no sólo nos habló de esa posibilidad, sino que, además, varias veces nos describió ese 
lugar de castigo eterno. He aquí algunas descripciones por boca de Jesús: “Los malvados ... los arrojará en el horno ar-
diente. Allí será el llanto y el rechinar de dientes” (Mt. 13, 42). “Y a ese servidor inútil échenlo en la oscuridad de allá 
afuera: allí habrá llanto y desesperación” (Mt.25,30). “Malditos: aléjense de Mí, al fuego eterno” (Mt. 25, 41). Y he aquí 
lo que dice el Libro del Apocalipsis sobre el Infierno y los que llegan a allí: “Pero para los cobardes, los renegados, los 
corrompidos, los asesinos, los impuros, los hechiceros, los idólatras, en una palabra, para todos los falsos, su lugar y su 
parte es el lago que arde con fuego de azufre, que es la segunda muerte.” (Ap 21, 8)  “Y todo el que no se halló inscrito 
en el libro de la vida fue arrojado al lago de fuego.” (Ap 20, 15) 
 
Coinciden los Teólogos en que la más horrenda de las penas del Infierno es la pérdida definitiva y para siempre del fin 
para el cual hemos sido creados los seres humanos: la posesión y el gozo de Dios, viéndolo “cara a cara”. Ya que única-
mente Dios puede satisfacer el ilimitado deseo de felicidad que El mismo ha puesto en nuestra alma para ser satisfecho 
sólo por El, puede comprenderse cuán grande puede ser la pena de no poder disfrutar de lo que se denomina la Visión 
Beatífica. Para resumir esta pena en palabras de San Agustín, “es tan grande como grande es Dios”. 
Otro de los tormentos del Infierno es el sentido de eternidad. Es un sitio de fuego, pero es un fuego distinto al que cono-
cemos en la tierra, pues afectará nuestra alma y nuestro cuerpo, pero no nos destruirá. Es un fuego que no se extingue, ni 
extingue, sino que es eterno, sin descanso, sin tregua, sin fin ... para siempre ... “El fuego no se apaga, pues han de ser 
salados con fuego”, nos dijo Jesucristo (Mc. 9, 48-49). Significa esto que el fuego funciona como la sal: es un fuego que 
conserva y que penetra todo nuestro ser, pues cuerpo y alma recibirá el tormento del infierno. 
Y estos horrores del Infierno no deben servir para desviar la atención. Los horrores del infierno no son para que 
pensemos ¡qué malo es Dios! sino para darnos cuenta del horror del pecado. 
El Infierno es una realidad innegable. De hecho, el Infierno es de creencia obligatoria para los Católicos, y es de los dog-
mas de nuestra fe que presenta mayor número de textos de la Sagrada Escritura que lo sustentan, en los cuales por cierto 
aparece con diferentes nombres (abismo, horno de fuego, fuego eterno, lugar de tormentos, tinieblas exteriores, gehena, 
muerte segunda, fuego inextinguible etc.). En resumidas cuentas, el Infierno forma parte, junto con el Cielo y el Purgato-
rio, de las opciones que nos esperan después de esta vida terrena. 
Entre los secretos que reveló la Santísima Virgen María a los pastorcitos de Fátima, está una visión del Infierno, que les 
dio en una de sus apariciones. Decía Lucía, la vidente de Fátima que murió ya anciana en 2005: “Algunas personas, 
también piadosas, no quieren hablar a los niños pequeños sobre el Infierno, para no asustarlos. Sin embargo, Dios no 
dudó en mostrar el Infierno a tres menores y una de ellas contando apenas seis años”. 
 
Por más que Lucía describía lo que ella y los otros dos videntes vieron (cfr. Memorias de Lucía), no es posible imaginar 
cómo es el Infierno. El Infierno es un lugar de dolor y horror -más de lo que podemos pensar, suponer o describir- al que 
son arrojadas las almas que en la tierra desperdician las gracias de salvación que Dios en su infinita Bondad, nos otorga a 
todos. 
 
La Voluntad de Dios es que todos los hombres lleguen a disfrutar de la Visión Beatífica. Dios no predestina a nadie al 
Infierno. Para que alguien se condene es necesario que tenga una aversión voluntaria a Dios, un enfrentamiento o una 
rebeldía contra El y, además, que persista en esa actitud hasta el momento de la muerte (cfr. CIC #1037).  Hemos nacido 
y vivimos en esta tierra para pasar de esta vida a la eternidad. Y allí habrá o “Vida Eterna” en el Cielo, al que podemos 
llegar directamente o pasando antes por un tiempo de purificación en el Purgatorio... o habrá “muerte eterna” en el In-
fierno. 
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