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"The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel" - Psalm 80 

 
 

 
My dear parishioners: 
 
Today the prophet Isaiah and the Gospel speak of the Lord’s  
vineyard. The Lord’s vineyard is the plan, the dream which God 
nurtures with all his love. He planted and nurtured it with  
patient and faithful love so that it can become a holy people..... 
a people who bring forth a harvest of abundant fruits of justice. 
But God's plan is thwarted and yields wild grapes. God expected 
justice but there is violence and cries of distress. Pope Francis 
tells us that God's vineyard, our sister earth, is crying out to us 
"because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsi-
ble use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed 
her." There are other justice issues such as racism, greed,  
violence, hatred, which bring about God's heartbreak. This is not 
God's plan for his creation for we hear of God's tenderness for 
all human life and all creation and the loving gaze in which God 
watches over his vineyard.       
 
Jesus didn't call for the elimination of the rebellious tenants, but 
for others to take their place and to do what’s needed to be done. 
Pope Francis tells us, "The Creator does not abandon us; he  
never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us. 
Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our 
common home."  
 
Let us do a good job of nurturing and tending the vineyard by 
engaging in protecting life and all of creation. In this way our 
hearts and minds will correspond to God's dream. 
 

 

Love and blessings, 

 
Fr. Bob Cilinski  
Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

OLIVEWOOD HANDMADE CARVINGS 

This weekend of October 7th/ 8th, 2023, there will be a display of 
beautiful olivewood handmade carvings from the Holy Land in 

our church. These carvings are made by the Christians of  
Bethlehem who use them as their main source of income. These 

brothers and sisters of ours are enduring hardships at this moment 
because of the volatile situation in their home country. 

Christians in the Holy Land used to be more than 37% of the  
population. There are less than 1% now. 

YOU can support them by purchasing some of these beautiful 
carvings after mass. For more information, please contact us at 

202-302-5889 or visit www.BethlehemCarvings.org. 

In Observance of Columbus Day, the Parish Office  
will be closed on Monday, October 9th 

ACCOLADE OF THE WEEK 
Thanks to all on the Festival Committee for the fantastic day. 

Your efforts and planning brought our parish community  
together to celebrate our unity in Christ and the beauty of  

Our community as was enjoyed the delicious food  
and heartwarming entertainment. The children had so  

much fun with the games and activities.  
Thanks to the Knights of Columbus who provided great food  

and beverages for all to enjoy, and to TusaRebecca and  
Steve Pannucci for saying "Yes" to Chair the Festival  

Committee again and all who assisted them in leadership roles.  
A shout out to all who attended and to the Sisters who  

were in charge of the weather..... just perfect!! 

 

Forty Hours Devotion 
 

Beginning in November 2021, parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Arlington started holding the Forty Hours Devotion. The cele-
bration of Forty Hours in every region of the Diocese is part of 
the Diocesan-wide preparation for the Golden Jubilee in 2024. 
 

At the heart of the Forty Hours Devotion is the Holy Eucharist, 
the very Real and True Presence of God himself. Christ our Lord 
is really and substantially present in this great Sacrament, and 
through our participation in the devotion we enter his presence, 
remember the salvation he won for us, rejoice in him, and  
become signs of his divine renewal in our world. 
 

In the Diocese of Arlington, Forty Hours was widely celebrated 
following the establishment of the diocese in 1974 and has  
remained an important devotion in many parishes. The faithful of 
our Diocese are encouraged to participate in their parish's Forty 
Hours Devotion and in those of other parishes, spending time in 
prayer before the Eucharistic Lord, who can and will help us in 
our every need. 

 
 

Nativity Catholic Church Schedule 
https://nativityburke.org/40-hours-eucharistic-devotion/ 

 
 

Sunday, 15 October 2023 
5:30pm Sunday Mass | Opening Mass for Forty Hours  
Devotion with Solemn Exposition at the end of Mass  
6:30pm Vespers | Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours 
9:45pm Compline | Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours, 
Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament afterward 
Monday, 16 October 2023 
7:30am Mass | Simple Exposition of the Most Holy Eucharist  
at the end of Mass 
8:00am Lauds | Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours 
7:00pm Vespers with Homily | Evening Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours with a Conference on the Eucharist 
10:00pm Compline | Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours 
and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament afterwards 
Tuesday, 17 October 2023 
7:30am Mass | Simple Exposition of the Most Holy Eucharist at 
the end of Mass 
11:30am |  Reposition of the Most Holy Eucharist in preparation 
for Mass 
12:00pm Mass | Exposition following Mass 
12:30pm Daytime Prayer | Midday Prayer from the Liturgy of 
the Hours 
6:30 pm | Solemn Benediction and Reposition 
7:00 pm | Closing Mass for Forty Hours Devotion  
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CHRISTMAS WREATH SALES 
It is that time of year again!  

 

Nativity’s Boy Scout Troop 1100 is selling Christ-
mas wreaths to help fund our camping activities. All sales  
will be online and shipped directly to the buyer. If you  
usually buy a fresh wreath, consider supporting our troop.  
They make great gifts to send to family across the miles.  
Sales take place in October to be assured of on time delivery. 
Please use this QR code to go directly to the sales page for 
Troop 1100 or go to: https://giftitforward.com and use  
fundraising code: TR1100VA001.  

 

We will be selling after Mass October 21/22.  
Please contact Elizabeth Tramel 

at andrewandelizabeth@gmail.com with any  
questions Thank you for your support!!  

 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD 
 

For the Church, on the eve of a new phase in the synodal jour-
ney, that the presence of the Gospel, alive and at work in her, 
may make her like the vineyard in the parable, a vital place 
where all men and women who seek meaning in their life find a 
place, a word, and a breath of hope, we pray:  
 

For the bishops and all the participants in the Synodal Assem-
bly, that proposals may spring forth from their listening to the 
Holy Spirit, so that the entire People of God, in a dynamism of 
communion, may feel that they are truly participating in the life 
of the Church and be a living and attractive witness to the new-
ness of the Gospel in the world, we pray:  
 

For theologians: may the gifts of wisdom and revelation accom-
pany their contribution to the work of the Synodal Assembly,  
so that the gift of faith may become life in all God's people,  
we pray:  
 

For young people, seekers of truth and authentic witness,  
concreteness and spirituality; that, as a result of the synodal 
journey, they may feel increasingly involved in the Church’s life 
and mission in the midst of the challenges of today's world, giv-
ing to so many, with the enthusiasm of their age, the hope that 
springs from an encounter with Jesus, we pray:  
 

For us gathered here in communion with Christian communities 
throughout the world: that by tasting the goodness of the Lord 
that comes to each one in the body and blood of Jesus, we may 
receive from him a fresh view of our neighbor and be made  
witnesses to generosity in the world in which we live, we pray:  

Support Your Local Police Station during 
National Faith & Blue Weekend “Building Bridges to  

More Inclusive Communities” - ends October 9th 
 

Nativity Catholic Church is still collecting the following items to 
support our West-Springfield Police Station:  
 

• Appreciation letters and cards  

• Healthy snacks  

• Protein bars and shakes  

• Baked goods  
 

Donations can be dropped off at the church office or at the table 
in the church narthex before/after weekend Masses on October 
7/8, or by contacting Joe Tiago at jonotionline@hotmail.com. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

"We are God's People"  
1 Peter 2:10 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Monday, October 9th 
7:30 am † Peg & Joe Patchan 
 

Tuesday, October 10th 
7:30 am † Felix Burneo 
12:00 pm † Terry Moore 
 

Wednesday, October 11th 
7:30 am    Special Int. for Verónica Rodrigues 
 

Thursday, October 12th 
7:30 am    Special Int. for Ânia Rodrigues 
12:00 pm † Ed Bannon 
 

Friday, October 13th 
7:30 am † Michael Daniel Foley 
9:00 am † Daniel Panganiban 
 

Saturday, October 14th 
9:00 am † Abelardo Garcia 
5:00 pm † Catherine Cilisnki   
7:00 pm † Julia Plaza 
 

Sunday, October 15th 
7:00 am        Parishioners 
9:00 am † Sam Gensel 
11:00 am † Rev. Richard Martin 
1:00 pm † Dottie, Frank, Carol Andrews 
5:30 pm † Sam and Mae Libero 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

Please be aware that the Church, parking lots and Church grounds 
are private property. Campaigning, placement of political signs  

or distribution of flyers for political campaigns,  
is strictly prohibited. 

A RETURNING SERVERS WORKSHOP:  
Will be held on Wednesday, October 18 at 6:00pm 

(REVISED DATE) 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia                27th Sunday in Ordinary Time October 8, 2023 



 
  
  

 

 
 Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia                27th Sunday in Ordinary Time October 8, 2023 

 

We are in need of substitute teachers with 
the following minimum qualifications:  
2-Plus years of college. Ability to follow a 
lesson plan and give effective instructions in 
the absence of the teacher. Proficiency in 
maintaining effective classroom manage-
ment skills. Diocesan-compliant.  
Successful background check 

***************************************** 
Also Seeking ~~ A Substitute for the School Nurse 

• Current RN license 

• CPR-certification 

• Type 1 Diabetes experience a PLUS 

• Diocesan-compliant 

• Successful background check 
 

To apply, email Rich Godwin at  
rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or call him at (703) 455-2300 

 

************************************************* 
~ Important Upcoming Dates ~  

 

Monday, October 9 - No School, Columbus Day 
Thursday, October 12 - Kinder, 4th Grade Field Trips 
Wednesday, October 18 - Chipotle PTO Fundraiser 
Friday, October 27 - No School, Teacher Work Day 
Friday, October 27 - Trunk or Treat, 7 - 8 pm 
Tuesday, October 31 - Classroom Halloween Parties 
Tuesday, October 31 - Halloween Parade, 2:15 pm 
 

******************************************** 
Join us at Nativity to see how your child would 

spend his/her days here - learning, praying, sharing, 
loving, and laughing. We may be just the school for 

which you´ve been searching! Yes, Catholic  
education is worth the investment! 

 

Nativity Catholic School is committed to making Catholic 
education accessible to those who desire it, and offers  

financial assistance to make their dream come true. 
Contact Mrs. Shannon Murphy, our Registrar, for more infor-
mation, at (703) 455-2300 and/or smurph@nativityschool.org.  

 

nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL     
A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

 
The 31st International Week of Prayer and Fasting coalition,  

in collaboration with the Legion of Mary, Marian Fathers, and 
others are asking members of parishes to unite for nine days  

of prayer and fasting from October 20-28, 2023. 
 

The Closing day of the International Week of Prayer and Fasting 
will be held in-person on Saturday October 28, from 8:30am to 
4:00pm at the Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, DC, with Eucharistic Adoration, Mass at  
12 noon, the Rosary, and guest speakers through out the day.   
Confirmed speakers include Fr. Timothy Byerley, Ray Grijalba, 
Dr. Carlos Parellada, Sister Deirdre Byrne, and Ted Flynn.  
Our main celebrant Bishop Emeritus Robert J. Baker, STD.  
The week will begin with a Virtual Conference starting on  
October 20, 21, & 23 with the following speakers:  Fr. Chris 
Alar, Fr. Robert Altier, Nikki Kingsley, Fr. David Gunter,  
Dr. Peter Howard, Mark Houck, Karen Japzon, Fr. Ron Stone, 
and Maureen Flynn. 
 

Registration is required for the Virtual Conference and watch 
FREE on Day of Presentation at  www.iwopf.org or call  

888-478-PRAY. On-demand replays of speakers’ talks are  
available by registering online at www.iwopf.org for an  

ALL-ACCESS PASS. 

Taizé Ecumenical Prayer 
Saint Bernadette Catholic Church, 7600 Old Keene Mill Road, 
Springfield, welcomes all Christians and people of good will to 

sung ecumenical prayer in the tradition of the Community of 
Taizé, France, Monday, October 16 at 8pm, and every third  

Monday. The forty-five-minute candlelight service is composed 
of simple participatory songs, prayer, scripture, and silence. 

Come and pray for Christian Unity and for our 
world. www.stbernpar.org. 

WALGREENS FLU CLINIC - SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday and Sunday, October 21/22, after all Masses.  
More information to come, please have your insurance  

information ready. 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The Prayer Shawl meeting for October will be  
held on Monday morning, October 16th at 9:30am 

in the Fr. Ready room. All are welcome! 

 

Adult Children of Divorce  
Mini-Retreat  
at Nativity Catholic Church 

 

Saturday, October 28th 
9:00 AM Mass and 9:35 AM Refreshments in the Narthex 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Retreat with speaker Art Bennett 
 

Many adults whose parents are divorced carry invisible wounds 
from their parents' divorce. Adult children of divorce are  
impacted by the emotional reality of divorce and how it affects 
their thoughts about marriage and family, which can impact their 
relationships. The impact is more than answering the question, 
"Who do we spend the holidays with?"  
There is surviving the aftermath of divorce and the emotional 
hurdles. No matter the age when your parents divorce, there is a 
loss experienced. The loss of parents as a unit, the home, securi-
ty, and stability. Family traditions may have ceased, which were 
rooted in the familial past, and one may not feel firmly rooted. 
Adult children may feel they are the family peacemaker and may 
struggle with trust. One may feel alone or lost, searching for 
lasting healing and love. Coming to this mini-retreat for a few 
hours is a special time just for you, for healing, for understand-
ing, and in community.  

HELP WANTED Can you count to 10?? 
 

Then we need you! Join us for our first rosary 
meeting Sunday, October 15 from 2:00-3:30pm  
in the Father Ready room. Learn more about our 
ministry and how to make mission rosaries.  
Please sign up on the church website under rosary 
ministry at nativityburke.org 

Every Friday, Pray the Pro-Life Rosary, 8:45am-9:45am: 
Meet in the Narthex after Friday 7:30am Masses and  

join us on the sidewalk in front of the abortion facility at  
900 S. Washington Street, Falls Church. 

HELP SAVE LIVES  
Friday, October 20, 2023 
From 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Location: 900 S. Washington 
Street, Falls Church, VA 
Sign up for one hour at: 
http://bit.ly/3roaU9F 
Or by scanning the QR  
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   ALTAR FLOWERS - Donated by  
 

 

Tom and Kathleen Powers 
In Loving Memory of 
Robert and Marjorie Powers  

The Knights of Columbus - Ladies Auxiliary 
Formed to assist and support the Knights, our Church and the four 

virtues of Charity, Unity, Sorority and Patriotism.  
We are spouses, daughters, mothers, or sisters of Knights of  

Columbus who are in good standing or deceased. 
Our fellowship and informational meetings are the First  

Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Fr. Ready Room.  
Contact kdelatte65@gmail.com for information or to be  

added to our email distribution list. 

20 October 2023 - Nativity’s All-Day Prayer Vigil  
for Life from 7:00am-7:00pm 

Put on your calendar and plan to one hour to pray the Pro-Life 
Rosary on sidewalk in front of Falls Church abortion facility,  
900 S. Washington Street (Lee Hwy), Falls Church. Part of 40 
Days for Life’s Fall Campaign to end the scourge of abortion 
locally, saving pre-born and newly born children and moms in 

crisis pregnancies. Contact RickLoffredo@outlook.com. 
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The next St. Lucy Fall Food Drive  
will take place from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM on  

Saturday, 21 October to support  
Catholic Charities in its continuing fight  

against hunger in the Diocese 
 

The St. Lucy truck will be parked at the rear of the church  
parking lot nearest Old Keene Mill Road (like in the July drive). 
During that time, you can drive to the truck and our team will 
take any donations from your vehicle (please place your dona-
tions in your trunk for safe and easy removal). Catholic Charities 
also accepts monetary donations, including grocery gift cards 
(Giant, Safeway, etc.); any donation is welcome! Please make 
checks out to CCDA, with “St. Lucy Project” in the memo line.  

 

We can always use help with loading 
donations; if you’d like to volunteer, 
please follow this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0D49ADAE29A6FE3-stlucy1.  
If you have questions, please email the 
St. Lucy Team at: 
nativity.stlucyteam@gmail.com.  
Thank you and God bless you! 

 
 

 
 

Council Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesday. First meeting is a 
business meeting, the second meeting of the month is devoted to faith 

formation. Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows.  
Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. Linktree Universal Sign-up Link: 
Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events.  
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992 

14-15 Oct, St Lucy Food Drive: Blue Bags Out: Volunteer on linktree. 
20 Oct, 40 Days for Life: All-Day Prayer Vigil for Life Infront of an  

Abortion Clinic on the sidewalk for one hour blocks, 7am to 7pm. Event 
lead: RickLoffredo@outlook.com Volunteer on linktree. 
21 Oct, St Lucy Food Drive: Food Drop off: Volunteer on linktree. 

14-29 Oct, Masquerade Ball: Ticket Sales after Masses: Volunteer on 
linktree. 
5 Nov, Masquerade Ball: Event set-up assistance needed: It takes a lot of 
volunteers to set-up, request your assistance to make this evening a huge 

success. Volunteer on linktree. 
Food for Others: Volunteer drivers for food distribution to the poor. If you 
have a truck or van and can occasionally help deliver to 7 Corners on  
Thursday evenings or to Springfield on Friday evenings please consider 

helping. For Thursdays, please contact Br. Mark Sawyer at  
sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, please contact Br. Matt  
Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. 

Name Tags: Email Vince Augelli at VaKC23@gmail.com. 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and cookies 
following Sunday morning Masses. Volunteer on linktree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: If you are unable to perform basic maintenance 

tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or other factors, call the 
“Handy Knights.” Email handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com. 
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need of assistance: 
Brothers and the families of living and deceased brothers in need of a help-

ing hand, contact Br. John Landy at navyy8@yahoo.com. 
3rd Degree Knights: Grow with 4th Degree - participate in patriotic  
activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree Assembly 
meets the second Tuesday of the month in the Nativity school cafeteria: 

7:30 pm rosary, 7:45 pm business meeting followed by 
fellowship. If you are interested, please contact our Faithful Navigator 
Vince Augelli at fn2996@vakofc.org. 

Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international Order of 
Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect our families, serve 
others, and defend values in a busy changing world. Join today!  
https://www.kofc.org/joinus and experience the Knights free for one year: 

Enter the Agent Code “CPEREZ”, click “Add” and complete the form. Be 
sure to enter our council #7992 for local information when you register. 
Please email our Deputy Grand Knight at cokofc7992@gmail.com or the 
Grand Knight at pmdelatte@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

* Event pre and post management tools are available on linktree. Program 
Chairs &amp; Event leads, please review and complete all event 
tasks. 

Free Time After College Classes? Join the Nativity 
School  Extended Care Team 
** Competitive Hourly Rate! ** 

 

Love working with children? Creative with Fingerpaint?  
Like to Sift Sand? The following qualifications are necessary: 

• A LOVE of Children and ‘Can-Do’ Attitude 

• Afternoon Availability, 2 to 6 p.m. 

• Diocesan Compliance to Work With Kids 
  

To apply, or for more info, please contact Jen Behan, Director, 
at jbehan@nativityschool.org,or (703) 455-2300. 

Nativity is a tithing community                                        
Giving back a portion of God’s blessings in gratitude 

NATIVITY - BAPTISM PROCEDURES 
 

We are currently scheduling group Baptisms on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month at 2:00 pm in the Church for registered 
Nativity Parishioners. To register at Nativity Parish, please stop 
by the parish office or visit our website to download the form.  

 
TO SCHEDULE A BAPTISM 

 

Step 1: Paperwork 
To begin the process, please first complete our Baptism  
Application which can be picked up from the parish office or 
downloaded from our website at:  
https://nativityburke.org/baptism/  
 

Please bring the following to the Parish Office: 
1.  Copy of child’s Birth Certificate 
2.  A certificate of eligibility for your Catholic  
godparents. Please review our Godparent Requirements.   
Godparents who are registered members of Nativity DO NOT 
need to provide a certificate. 
3. Completed Baptism Application.  
 

Scheduling the date of the Baptism will take place  
ONLY after these items are received. 

 

Step 2: Preparation for New Parents 
If this is your first child (congratulations!), in addition to provid-
ing the above paperwork, parents must attend a Baptism Prep 
class. Godparents are welcome, too. Register Online for our 
Baptism Prep class at: https://nativityburke.org/baptism/
#preparation 
 

Step 3: Nativity Schedules the Baptism Date 
At this point, please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Anna 
Marty, to review your paperwork, discuss any questions, and 
schedule the date and time of the Baptism. She is available Mon-
day - Wednesday at the parish office, please call  
703-455-2400 or email amarty@nativityburke.org. 
 

We cannot schedule anything before we have  
ALL paperwork completed and turned in! 
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During the last few months, through  
the Sacrament of Baptism, we joyfully  

welcomed the following into our  
Parish Community: 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Isabella Rose Rainville 
Lucia Anne Massaro 
Carl Khalil Rajeh 
Everett Ray Magill 
Bennett Howarth 
Maxwell James Stewart 
Aidan Daniel Gorka 
Evan Rosas 
Hailey Olivia Bruckner 
Charlotte Jane Nappi 
Margaret Catherine O’Hara 
Evelyn Marlene Coleman 
Margaret Grace Grubb 
Sophia Rosas-Vaquero 
Savannah Indigo Olivia 
Ella Emarie Rodgers 
Avery Catherine Augliera 
Emilia May Richards 
Melanie Naomi Cayax 
Luca Guy Jasien 
Nathan Allen Deal 
Genevieve Cynthia Harlowe 

John-Paul Francesco Navarro 
McElwain 
Jonah Avery Tongbua 
Eleonor Munoz 
Cannon Edward Cooke 
Nolan Wolf Broadwater 
Gianna Jayne Broadwater 
Bryson Anthony LeMelle 
Jackeline Elvira Constanza 
Scarlet Noelia Constanza 
Evelina Faye House 
Daniel Jacob Allen 
Julian Vaccarella 
Jeremiah Jackson Nowak 
Julian Rodriguez 
Jimena Mae Robinson 
Evan Philip Sauter 
Ava Kathlyn Goeken 
Sloane Hazel Wilver 
Dane Alexander Hamilton 
Anna Rose Eichhorst 
 

You can designate Nativity Church or Nativity School 
as the beneficiaries of your Amazon Smile! You can 
choose Natvity by going to: YOUR ACCOUNT, 
YOUR AMAZON SMILE and designating Nativi-
ty. Amazon then contributes a small percentage of 
each purchase to Nativity. For questions, please    
contact Ann Benson at: 703 455 2400. Thank you! 

The Importance of  Sunday Mass 
As the body will die without food, the soul will expire  

without nourishment. As Catholics, that spiritual  
nourishment comes at the Sunday Eucharist.  

The Lord’s Day is essential for our faith.  
Make Sunday Mass the heart of your week. 

Are you a lifelong learner who is passionate about Catholic  
education and works to inspire others to be extraordinary?  

St. Paul VI Catholic High School in Chantilly is busy making  
plans for next school year. God might be calling you to vis-

it www.paulvi.net/employment to see positions that are available.   

 

Your Chance to Help Refugee Families 
 

Catholic Charities Migration and Refugee Ser-
vices seeks your help to secure desperately needed 
household goods for our new arrivals. Donations 
directly benefit refugees settling inside our  
Diocese by outfitting their apartments with basic household  
necessities. Using our Amazon Gift Registry  
(https://a.co/3CwyIQ9), linens, kitchen, bedding, furniture, or 
other household items can easily be purchased, as well as  
additionally collecting these goods at your parish through a  
donation drive. For more information, please contact Lourdes 
Iglesias at 703.719.8971 or lourdes.iglesias@ccda.net. 
 

Refugee Families Need School Supplies and Winter Coats 
Autumn is coming, along with those expenses for school sup-
plies and winter wear. Catholic Charities Migration and Refugee 
Services requests your help in outfitting our refugee families 
new to the area. Hosting a collection for new backpacks and 
school supplies OR for winter coats (new or gently used) are 
ideal service projects. A successful drive only takes about three 
weeks overall. Interested? Please contact Lourdes Iglesias at 
703.719.8971 or MRSDonations@ccda.net. 
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Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 

Follow Bishop Burbidge on Twitter! 
Bishop Burbidge has over 25,000 followers on  
Twitter! His daily reflections and posts are popular 
and insightful. Follow him @BishopBurbidge. 

 

Prepare and vote: Read the Bishop’s  
Letter and other VCC resources  

 

In the coming weeks and months, voters will elect members to 
all 140 seats in the Virginia General Assembly, as well as  
other offices in some localities. Much is at stake! 
 

Early voting began September 22. Election Day is November 7. 
New General Assembly maps are in effect for this year’s  
elections. To help you prepare, please visit the VCC Election  
Resource hub (Link below). There you can view, download and 
print the following materials, three of which are newly released 
and one of which is re-issued: 
 

• A pre-election letter from Bishop Burbidge and Bishop 
Knestout   

• A Register to Vote flyer explaining how to register,           
eligibility and key dates   

• A New Political Maps flyer to help you find your new      
districts and the candidates   

• A re-issued Four Principles of Catholic Social Teaching    
resource.   

 

Please review these materials. Share them with family and 
friends too, and remind them to pray, form their consciences 
and vote! For more information visit: vacatholic.org. 
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Todos los días de mi vida 

 

Bonifacio Fernandez, cmf - Jueves,  
14 de septiembre de 2017  
 
El consentimiento explícito de los  novios  es una parte esencial, según el ritual del matrimonio, en la comprensión 
sacramental, para convertirse en esposo y esposa.  Se puede expresar de distintas maneras. Van desde el simple: 
“Sí quiero”  de la forma interrogativa hasta  expresiones más completas. La que resulta más explícita incluye, a su 
vez, tres acciones esenciales: yo te recibo a ti, me entrego a ti, prometo serte fiel. Se trata, pues de una recepción 
recíproca, entrega mutua y promesa de fidelidad sean cuales sean las circunstancias de la vida que se comienza: la 
adversidad, la prosperidad, la salud, la enfermedad. 
 
También resulta muy significativa una expresión que figura en final del consentimiento. Ha cambiado en la renova-
ción del ritual. Estábamos familiarizados con las palabras “hasta que la muerte nos separe”, según la fórmula ante-
rior. Ahora ha cambiado y se ha convertido en esta otra: “todos los días de mi vida”. La  donación y recepción mutua 
tiene vocación de durar toda la vida.  Cuando la relación que se va a reconocer, atestiguar y celebrar es lo suficien-
temente intensa y apasionada, no resulta imaginable la separación. El deseo de vivir juntos, programar y construir 
juntos el futuro es tan absorbente  que uno puede y quiere  anticipar el tiempo y comprometer la vida entera. 
 
Hasta que la muerte nos una más 
El proyecto de vida matrimonial es un proyecto de amor, públicamente reconocido y celebrado. Eclesialmente sacra-
mentalizado. La entraña de dicha alianza es fidelidad para siempre. Es cierto que la muerte es un acontecimiento 
natural  e individual; que es imprevisible y cierta, que la muerte separa a las personas en el mundo de lo visible y las 
cubre con un silencio sepulcral. Es cierto que significa soledad, que interrumpe la dinámica del amor de alianza. Y 
digo intencionadamente interrumpe. La verdad es que desde la experiencia cristiana el amor está a prueba de la 
muerte; que el amor es más fuerte que la muerte. 
 
En la relación conyugal se viven momentos que los cónyuges quisieran retener y eternizar. Son esas experiencias 
fuertes de relación íntima y plena, en las cuales se descubre que te amo tanto que necesito que estés conmigo para 
siempre. Por contraste, las mismas experiencias sirven de referencia para la revisión de vida: ¿Te amo tanto que 
necesito que  vivas para siempre? 
 
En la medida que estos momentos mágicos se dan y son abundantes en la vida de una pareja, se entiende  el senti-
do de la expresión: “hasta que la muerte nos una más”. El amor conyugal no es meramente caduco y temporal, co-
mo todo amor verdadero pide eternidad, es ya aperitivo de la eternidad. Ese final hacia el que caminamos y espera-
mos traerá la plenitud de un amor y una entrega, que ya no estará amenazada por la muerte. Y esa alegre esperan-
za  constituye una buena noticia para la vida conyugal. 
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¿LO INTENTAMOS  

DE NUEVO? 
Domingo XXVII 

Javier Leoz  
 

 

 

Nuevo curso y, por lo tanto, en muchas parroquias, cole-

gios e instituciones eclesiales, motivos para la esperanza y 
para seguir ahondando en nuestras raíces y vida cristiana. 
Enviaremos, una y otra vez sin descanso, mensajes que inci-
ten a la vida, a la conversión, al respeto y a la alegría. No lo 
haremos movidos por simple altruismo o valores efímeros: 
lo realizaremos en nombre de Aquel que tanto nos quiere y 
tanto nos ama: Dios. Lo celebraremos entonando cánticos de 
alabanza, domingo tras domingo o, lo meditaremos, desde 
esa Palabra que nos invita, en este Año Jubilar Paulino, a 
poner en danza, en movimiento, en práctica lo que hemos 
aprendido, recibido y oído. 
¿Que algunos intentarán matar esta esperanza? ¡No importa! 
Dios seguirá, desde su opción por el hombre, empeñado en 
enviarnos a su Hijo que, en el altar, se ofrece por nuestra 
salvación. Nunca nos faltará la iniciativa de Dios. Nunca, 
aunque nos pueda parecer lo contrario, dejará de llover des-
de el cielo gotas de Gracia que nos hagan producir, no los 
frutos corruptos que el mundo impone, gesta, ambiciona o 
desea, sino aquellos que Dios espera de una vida cristiana 
viva y no arrasada. 

El Señor, en su nombre, nos envía a su viña, no para reco-

ger frutos pero sí, entre otras cosas, para sembrar; para in-
tentarlo de nuevo. Unos, como catequistas –y a pesar de 
muchas dificultades- daremos, desde la palabra y con el tes-
timonio, razón de nuestra fe. La viña del Señor serán esos 
niños y jóvenes que queremos den frutos con el color y el 
gusto del cristianismo Otros, como sacerdotes, animaremos 
a nuestras comunidades. Rezaremos y celebraremos con 
ellas la presencia real y misteriosa de Cristo en la Eucaristía. 
En su nombre, una y otra vez, llamaremos a la conversión 
personal y comunitaria por el Sacramento de la Penitencia, 
etc. 
Otros más, como religiosos/as, seguiréis echando las redes 
en lo aparentemente vacío y duro. Vuestra vida consagrada, 
una vez más, será exponente de vuestra misión y de vuestra 
confianza en Dios. 
Sí, amigos; ¡hay que intentarlo de nuevo! Nadie puede matar 
el tesoro de la fe que llevamos en vasijas de barro. Nada 
puede detenernos en el afán de manifestar, por activa y por 
pasiva, que Jesucristo sigue siendo la mejor herencia, el gran 
amigo, la piedra sobra la cual podemos construir un mundo, 
una familia, unas relaciones basadas en el amor, en el per-
dón o en la fraternidad. ¿Que es utopía? ¿Que son bonitas 
frases sin final feliz? Hemos de intentarlo.  
Como criados del Señor nos queda el consuelo de que El 
nos dará la fuerza para enfrentarnos a los sinsabores y dina-
mitar los corazones gélidos. 
Como criados, intrépidos y constantes, seguiremos espe-
rando y luchando contra toda desesperanza. No veremos los 
frutos pero, el Señor, nos dice que hay que seguir trabajan-
do, rezando, creando, imaginando para que su viña, lejos de 
morir, reverdezca por sus cuatro costados. 

 
Como hijos suyos, preferidos, amados e injertados por el 
Bautismo a la suerte de Cristo, daremos lo mejor de noso-
tros mismos. No nos importan las resistencias, las incom-
prensiones, las zancadillas. Entre otras cosas porque, cuando 
uno mira a la cruz, sabe que Aquel que está colgado en ella, 
lo pasó muchísimo peor que nosotros en su desvelo por  
anunciar ese Reino de Dios. 
Amigos; intentémoslo de nuevo. Vayamos a la viña del Se-
ñor. No nos perdamos la Eucaristía dominical. Acerquémo-
nos a una buena confesión. Ejercitemos el bien. Cojamos 
gusto por la oración personal y busquemos una iglesia abier-
ta en la cual estar a solas con el que tanto nos ama. 
Dios espera mucho de nosotros ¿Nos damos cuenta de ello? 
¡Cuánto y bueno debe de existir en nuestro interior cuando, 
Dios, sale una y otra vez, a nuestro encuentro 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¡MÁNDAME, SEÑOR! 
Javier Leoz 

 
A tu viña, que es tu pueblo, 

donde, las yemas de sus sarmientos 
sean la paz y el amor que Tú nos traes 
A tu viña, que son los hombres, Señor 

y los frutos de sus palabras 
sean la verdad y la sinceridad 

A tu viña, que son las mujeres, Señor 
y la consecuencia de sus actitudes 

sean la esperanza y la confianza en Ti 
A tu viña, que son los jóvenes, Señor 

y, así,  sus ideales y sueños 
no sean obstáculo 

para que te acojan, esperen y crean en Ti. 
A tu viña, que son los niños, Señor 
para que, cuando buscan y crecen 

sonríen y juegan 
duermen o se entretienen 

aprendan amarte y rezarte con todo su corazón 
A tu viña, que son los ancianos, Señor 

y, los frutos de su experiencia, 
sean una acción de gracias: 

por lo mucho que les has dado 
por la fuerza que, en la prueba, les ofreciste 

por la sabiduría que, en su existencia, 
hiciste nacer en sus decisiones y trabajos. 

¡MANDAME, SEÑOR! 
A tu viña, aunque me sienta sólo 

A tu viña, aun a riesgo de ser apedreado 
A tu viña, a pesar de no ser comprendido 

A tu viña, aunque no me acompañe el éxito 
A tu viña, aunque sea rechazado 

¡MANDAME, SEÑOR! 
Porque, entre otras cosas y muchas más, 

sé que Tú me acompañas y vienes conmigo 
Amén 
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