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As Catholics in the United States observe Respect Life Month throughout October, we are encouraged to pause and
remember the beautiful truth that every human life is precious, created in the image and likeness of our loving God.
Reflecting on this we begin to grasp the immense dignity and worth of every human being regardless of age or ability.  
We lovingly speak this truth when we accompany mothers in need through the challenges of unexpected or difficult
pregnancies assuring them in word and deed that they are not alone and that their temporal and spiritual needs will be met
through our Gabriel Project parish-based pregnancy support and the Catholic Charities pregnancy and adoption programs.  
Our call to love every human life is the why behind our outreach to parents wounded by the loss of a child for any reason:
illness, suicide, or the scourge of abortion.  

The Church grieves with those who mourn and seeks to bring Christ's healing and consolation to wounded hearts. Project
Rachel After Abortion Care stands ready to serve men and women in need of healing from their participation in abortion,
offering compassionate and confidential care without judgment. Moreover, Gift for Life financial assistance is available to
expectant families in need or those who have experienced a pregnancy loss. 

The Church loves God’s children enough to speak the truth, and when necessary to warn when dangers or threats loom. 
The majority of abortions in the United States now take place by means of abortion pills, which carry increased health risks
for mothers and are, of course, deadly for their children. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' (USCCB) Committee 
for Pro-Life Activities states: 

Every abortion involves the death of a child and harm to the mother…The Food and Drug Administration has enabled a
nationwide mail-order abortion industry by allowing abortion pills to be prescribed in telehealth appointments and sold 
both at neighborhood pharmacies and online, circumventing state laws that protect life in the womb. This leaves women
vulnerable to suffering an abortion alone at home, without any medical supervision. It also sets up additional opportunities
for exploitation by violent partners or human traffickers. From now through the end of October, Respect Life Month, the
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities is inviting Catholics to join a focused effort of prayer and action to stop the
spread of abortion pills. 

Deep concern for all the members of our local church is also why I am now calling all members of the Catholic Diocese of
Arlington to confront the legal threats to the sanctity of human life and the sacredness of marriage that are currently 
before Virginians on this fall’s ballot. 
 

I implore all Catholics to vote “no” on Ballot Questions 1 and 2 in the Commonwealth of Virginia this election season.
These ballot measures pose serious threats to life, liberty, and the happiness of families, parents, and their children. 
They threaten to unleash a torrent of harms to women, children, and their families.  

By learning more about these threats at CatholicsVoteNo.com, all Catholics may properly form their conscience. Together,
we can proclaim our greater “Yes” to the Gospel in the public square by voting “No” on these two ballot measures. Early
voting is underway, and Election Day is November 3. 

This is a decisive moment for the future of our beloved Commonwealth. As important as every “no” vote is, we know we
cannot do this without praying for God’s divine assistance. Our Lord tells us in Mark 9:29 that certain evils “cannot be
driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” Therefore, throughout this month of October I invite you to join me in
prayer and in fasting as we ask God to protect human life, strengthen families, console those who suffer, and have mercy 
on all Virginians as we work to defeat Ballot Questions 1 and 2. 
 
Mary, Mother of Life, pray for us! 
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The Parish Office will be closed all day on Monday, October 12  th

in Observance of Columbus Day
Morning Mass at 9:00 am, no noon Mass

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge Statement for Respect Life Month: 
A Decisive Moment for our Commonwealth 
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Support Your Local Police Station!
 

The National Faith & Blue Weekend is October 9-12 
under the theme “Building Bridges to More Inclusive
Communities.” As part of the nation’s largest annual
collaborative policing initiative, National Faith & Blue
Weekend facilitates safer and stronger communities by
engaging law enforcement officers and local residents
through the connections of faith-based organizations.
Faith & Blue is based on the premise that strong
communities are built through mutual respect and
understanding. Law enforcement and faith institutions 
are key pillars of each community, and when they work
together, neighborhoods thrive.
Nativity Parish supports the local West-Springfield District
Police Station and is part of their ecumenical Police and
Faith Community, with Joe Tiago on the planning
committee. The committee is planning a Faith 
& Blue Brunch for the Police and Faith Leadership to be
held at the West Springfield District Station on October 9.
Faith community leaders from over 70 houses of worship
are invited to share resources, create relationships, and
connect with the Fairfax County Police Department.
Through October 12th, Nativity Catholic Church 
will be collecting the following items to support 
our West-Springfield Police Station: 

Appreciation letters and cards
Healthy snacks, protein bars and shakes
Baked goods
Bottled coffee, water, and energy drinks

Donations can be dropped off at the church office during
weekdays, at the designated table in the church narthex
before/after weekend Masses on October 10-11, or by
contacting Joe Tiago at
ecumenicalministry@nativityburke.org.
All donated items will be delivered to the West-Springfield
District Police Station on Monday, October 12. Thank you
for your generosity!

PRAY TO HELP PROTECT MOMS IN CRISIS PREGNANCIES 
AND SAVE THE LIVES OF THEIR CHILDREN

 

Nativity All-Day Prayer Vigil for Life!
40 Days for Life Fall Campaign Day 

Friday, October 23, 2026
7am – 7pm (sign up for just one hour!) 

Location: 900 S. Washington Street, Falls Church, VA
“When someone prays in front of an abortion facility, 

the no-show rate for appointments can go to as 
high as 75%!” (40 DFL)

 

Sign up to peacefully pray the pro-life Rosary below for 1 hour!

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
Monday, November 2nd at 7:00 pm 

 

One of our most beloved traditions at Nativity Church occurs
every year during the month of November. This is the month
when the whole Church remembers those who have passed 
from this world in hope of eternal life. At Nativity we celebrate
a special Mass for those of our parish family who have died in
the past year. We wish to invite your family and friends to this
special Eucharist. 
 

This special Mass will take place on Monday, November 2nd 
at 7:00 pm. Please know that you are in our prayers and in the
prayers of the community of Nativity.
 

Love and blessings, 
Fr. Bob Cilinski



 

2026 WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT SALE         
WHEN: October 10/11, 2026 (before/after Masses)

WHERE: Nativity Vestibule/Narthex 
WHEN: October 17/18, 2026 (before/after Masses)

WHERE: Nativity Vestibule/Narthex
Price: $23.00 (Cash, check, or credit card) 

The Women of Nativity (WON) 
appreciate your

continued support of our 
fundraiser, benefiting ministries

within Nativity and our 
local community.
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ALTAR FLOWERS donated by
The McMahon Family in Loving Memory of

 Jim McMahon, loving father,
 grandfather and husband

AND
Maria Gonzalez in Loving Memory of

Elena Irizaeer

Rosary Makers will meet on Tuesday, October 20 from 
1:00 - 3:00 pm in the Father Ready Room. We are always
looking for new members to help make Mission Rosaries. 
If  you are willing to learn, we are happy to teach you!
All supplies are provided for this worthwhile ministry which
seeks to put rosaries in any hand that wants one! 
We begin our meeting with the recitation of the 
rosary and then we can teach you how to make 
this very simple rosary that you can take home 
with you and a bag of supplies to make more. 
If  you have any questions, email us at
rosaryministry@nativityburke.org.

mailto:rosaryministry@nativityburke.org
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In prayer, let us remember 

the sick and deceased of the parish 
visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

October 11, 2026 

 

MASS INTENTIONS & 
MASS SCHEDULE 

“Weare God'sPeople” 
1 Peter 2:10 

Monday, October 12

 
Friday, October 16 
7:30 am 
Saturday, October 17

9:00 am † Clara Pomilla

Tuesday, October 13
7:30 am † Michael Gerencser

Wednesday, October 14
7:30 am † Dottie Andrews

Thursday, October 15
7:30 am Special Intention for Kathy Ogborn

9:00 am
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

† The Christopher Family
† David J. Lynch

Sunday, October 18 
7:00 am
9:00 am

† Jairo Gustavo Vargas
Nativity Parishioners

11:00 pm
1:00 pm
5:30 pm

† Sam & Mae Libero
† Greg Nalepa
† Aurora Lao

† Antonio Cosgaya 

12:00 am 

Special Intention for the McLaughlin Family12:00 pm 

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky 
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com

St. Lucy Fall Food Drive:
Saturday, October 17th from 9:00AM-1:00PM

The St. Lucy Fall Food Drive will take place from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM on Saturday, 17 October to support Catholic Charities 
in its campaign against hunger in the Diocese. The St. Lucy
truck will be parked at the rear of the church parking lot nearest
Old Keene Mill Road (like in the previous food drives). 
During that time, you can drive to the truck and our team will take
any donations from your vehicle (please place your donations in
your trunk for safe and easy removal). Catholic Charities also
accepts monetary donations, especially grocery gift cards (Giant,
Safeway, etc.); any donation is welcome!
Please make any checks out to CCDA, with “St. Lucy Project” in
the memo line. We can always use help with loading donations; 
if you’d like to volunteer, please sign up at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D49ADAE29A6FE3-
stlucy1. If you would like to help hand out the blue bags after
Mass on October 10th or 11th, please join us in the narthex after
Communion. If you have questions, please email the St. Lucy
Team at nativity.stlucyteam@gmail.com. 
Thank you and God bless you!

† John & Patricia Murray

† Francisco & Julia Gomez (Spanish)

Sunday, October 18
5:30 pm Sunday Mass | Opening Mass for Forty Hours
Devotion with Solemn Exposition at the end of Mass 
6:45 pm Vespers | Evening Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours 
7:00—8:30 pm Confessions 
9:30—11:30 pm Confessions 
11:45 pm Compline | Night Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours, Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
afterward 

Monday, October 19
7:30 am Mass | Simple Exposition of the Most Holy
Eucharist at the end of Mass 
 

8:00 am Lauds | Morning Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours 
8:30—9:30 am Confessions 
12:00 pm Mass | Exposition following Mass 
12:30 pm Daytime Prayer 
1:00—2:00 pm Confessions 
5:00—7:00 pm Confessions 
7:00 pm Vespers with Homily | Evening Prayer from the
Liturgy of the Hours with a Conference on the Eucharist 
8:00—10:00 pm Confessions 
11:45 pm Compline | Night Prayer from the Liturgy of 
the Hours and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
afterwards 

Tuesday, October 20
7:30 am Mass | Simple Exposition of the Most Holy
Eucharist at the end of Mass
8:00 am Lauds | Morning Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours 
8:30—9:30 am Confessions 
11:30 am | Reposition of the Most Holy Eucharist in
preparation for Mass 
12:00 pm Mass | Exposition following Mass 
12:30 pm Daytime Prayer | Midday Prayer from the
Liturgy of the Hours 
1:00—2:00 pm Confessions 
4:30—6:00 pm Confessions 
6:30 pm | Reposition of the Most Holy Eucharist in
preparation for Mass 
7:00 pm Mass | Closing Mass for Forty Hours Devotion 

NATIVITY CATHOLIC CHURCH
40 Hours Devotion - 2026



 

ECHO Collection this weekend, October 3/4
Food Room Most Needed Items: 

Thank you for including ECHO’s Food Room needs on your 
shopping list. Your help is greatly appreciated. We collected 822 lbs

on August 29/30!! Note: ECHO 's policy is to not give expired, 
open or repackaged food to clients. PLEASE do not bring

these items or glass jars!! Most needed items:
Bag Beans (black, red or garbanzo beans preferred), Lentils,

Canned Fruit, Cereal/Oatmeal (low sugar), Can Tomatoes, Tomato
paste, Canned Milk, Shelf stable milk, Hot Chocolate, Snacks

(Crackers, raisins, granola bars, dry fruit, nuts, etc.) Baked Beans,
Coffee (Instant and Ground), Honey, Pancake Syrup, Cooking Oil,

Non-salt spices, Masa Corn Flour, Granulated Sugar, Lemon or
 Lime Juice, Tortillas, Condiments, Mac and Cheese, Canned Meat, ,

Paper boxes, Toilet Paper, Facial Tissue, Toothpaste, Razors,
Shampoo, Laundry Detergent, Paper Towels, Body/Hand lotion,

Band Aids, Diapers. (sizes 2, 4, 5, 6), Sanitary Napkins.

Open House at John Paul the Great - Sunday, November 1
Saint John Paul the Great’s Open House is fun for the whole
family! Learn more about our rigorous college-preparatory

curriculum, competitive athletics, inspiring visual and performing
arts, and abundant extracurricular opportunities. Meet students,

faculty, coaches, administration, and parents to learn more 
about the programs you love. Pre-register at:

https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry

JP Shadow Days - Sign Up Today!
Schedule a shadow day at Saint John Paul the Great! Shadow days

give prospective students the chance to see life at JP firsthand!
Shadow guests are paired with a current JP student for an entire

school day. They attend classes, meet teachers, and enjoy a
complimentary lunch from the cafeteria. This is a great way for
prospective students to envision themselves as JP students! Sign 
up at: https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry.
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Would you like to broaden your knowledge on the presence, power, 
and beauty of our Blessed Virgin Mary? Come join us at our 
Legion of Mary meeting, held on Wednesdays, at 7:00 pm in 

the School’s Teachers Lounge. Interested, contact: 
Kathryn Quan at jaynekathrynq1@yahoo.com.

Monthly Sensory Mass: 
Sunday, October 11th at 1:00 pm

In an effort to embrace and welcome the neurodiverse 
members of our community, Nativity Catholic Church is
hosting a monthly Sensory Mass on the second Sunday of

every month at the 1:00 pm Mass. All are welcome to attend! 
A special invitation is extended to any person in need of

sensory accommodations. A sensory Mass requires a
welcoming stigma-free environment and accommodations to

help reduce over-stimulation and sensory overload. 
We also invite you to join us after the Sensory Mass for coffee,

donuts, and fellowship in the cafeteria. If  you would like to
learn more about the Monthly Sensory Mass please email

Tracey Hulen, Disability Inclusion Coordinator at
thulen@nativityburke.org.

MASS INTENTIONS CALENDAR OPENING FOR: 
January 1 thru June 30, 2027

The JAN-JUN 2027 Mass Intentions Calendar will open on Tuesday,
November 10 at 9:00 am. The online portal to schedule intensions

will open on Monday, November 16. We are limiting the requests to 
5 intentions per family/household per calendar year. 

You can visit the parish office to schedule intentions or visit:
https://nativityburke.org/mass-intentions/

https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry
https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry
https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry
https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry
https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry
https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry
mailto:thulen@nativityburke.org


 

A message from the Nativity Creation Care Ministry
On October 4, we celebrated the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, beloved for
his deep love of God and his reverence for all creation. Francis recognized
creation as a gift from God and called the sun, moon, earth, water, and
living creatures his brothers and sisters.

Pope Francis chose his papal name in honor of St. Francis, whose
example inspired his 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’: On Care for Our
Common Home. The title comes from St. Francis’ Canticle of the
Creatures, a prayer of praise for God’s beautiful creation. Laudato Si’
reminds us that caring for creation is not simply an environmental concern
—it is an expression of our faith and our responsibility to one another and
to future generations.

This Feast of St. Francis invites us to give thanks for the beauty of
creation and to consider how we can care for our common home
through our everyday choices.

PRO-LIFE CORNER 

Why Ballot Question 1(in italics below) is Deceptive!
Question: Should the Constitution of Virginia be
amended to:
(i) protect the freedom to make personal decision about
prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, birth control,
abortion, miscarriage management, and fertility care;
 - NOTE “Virginia lawmakers have framed the ballot language
as a general question about women’s healthcare and medical
decision-making. This is blatantly misleading. In truth, the
amendment expands abortion up to the moment of birth,
endangers women’s health and safety, and pushes parents
out of life-changing and irreversible decisions for their minor
daughters and creates strife in families.” (1) “Tucked in
between care services that are already protected and
practiced every day in Virginia is the word ‘abortion’.” (2)
“Since the actual amendment, not shown on the ballot, gives
the right to the “individual” not an adult, it means that a child
could make life-altering decisions about abortion, pregnancy,
or other reproductive services without a parent’s knowledge or
involvement.” (3) “It would enable a child, without her parents’
knowledge or consent, to receive puberty blockers, cross-sex
hormones, and sterilization surgery.” (4)
(ii) protect doctors, nurses, and patients from being
punished for these decisions; and - NOTE “They
conveniently left out predators and traffickers who would have
equal protection under the law. The amendment will prevent
those who harm women or break Virgina laws from being held
accountable.” (2) “…opening the door for Big Pharma and a
no-guardrails abortion industry to exploit women for profit.” (3) 
(iii) allow for restrictions on access to abortion during the
third trimester of pregnancy except when the patient’s
health is at risk or the pregnancy cannot survive?”
 - NOTE “Virginia law already allows late-term abortion when
three physicians agree the pregnancy would substantially 
and permanently harm the woman’s health. This amendment
removes that safeguard, leaving the decision solely to the
abortion provider performing and profiting from the procedure.”
(3) “When debating the language of the proposed
constitutional amendment, legislators even rejected a proposal
to require that any baby born alive after an attempted abortion
would receive the same level of care and treatment as any
other infant.” (5) 
References: 
(1)https://catholicsvoteno.com/ 
(2)https://vshl.org/37069-2/ 
(3)https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60d201847c78ef1e9e5ff099/t
/6a67a7c0e84a9673043466ba/1785178048882/Amendment+1+Redli
ner+.pdf 
(4)https://www.nationalreview.com/2026/09/virginias-amendment-1-is-
extreme-and-deceptive/ (5) This Election Season is Different – Pre-
election Letter, Bishop Burbidge and Bishop Knestout, August 2026.  
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On December 5, 2026, Bishop Burbidge will ordain two seminarians to the Transitional
Diaconate (indicating that it is a step on their way to the Priesthood): 
Andrew D’Andrea and Gabriel Gaudet. 

The Mass will be held at The Cathedral of St. Thomas More in Arlington at 11:00 a.m. 
and will also be livestreamed. 

Visit www.ArlingtonDiocese.org/Ordinations to learn more about these men, what led
them to seminary, and about the ordination events. Pray for our future priests!

https://catholicsvoteno.com/
https://vshl.org/37069-2/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60d201847c78ef1e9e5ff099/t/6a67a7c0e84a9673043466ba/1785178048882/Amendment+1+Redliner+.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60d201847c78ef1e9e5ff099/t/6a67a7c0e84a9673043466ba/1785178048882/Amendment+1+Redliner+.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60d201847c78ef1e9e5ff099/t/6a67a7c0e84a9673043466ba/1785178048882/Amendment+1+Redliner+.pdf
https://www.nationalreview.com/2026/09/virginias-amendment-1-is-extreme-and-deceptive/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2026/09/virginias-amendment-1-is-extreme-and-deceptive/
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St. John Paul II National Shrine events in Washington DC:
Friday, October 16th - Anniversary of

the Election of Karol Wojtyla - 5:00-8:00 pm
Join us on Friday, October 16th as we mark the anniversary of the

election of Karol Wojtyla to the papacy in 1978! The celebration begins
with Holy Mass, followed by the opportunity to venerate a first-class
relic of St. John Paul II. Then, step back in time with us to St. Peter’s

Square, 1978, remember the festive Roman crowds with a pizza party
full of fun and fellowship, and relive the worldwide celebration of a 

new pope from a “distant land.”





************************************
Substitutes Wanted: 

Enjoy working with children? Consider joining us!
We are in need of substitute teachers with the

 following minimum qualifications:
2-plus years of college
Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective
instructions
Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom
management skills
Successful completion of Virtus training
Successful background check

For more information, email Richard Godwin at
rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or Shannon Murphy,

 our Registrar, at smurph@nativityschool.org,
 or call (703) 455-2300.

 

 

 

.
Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international Order 

of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect our families, 
serve others, and defend values in a busy changing world. Join today 
at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. As we continue to celebrate Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney's Beatification, please enter the Promo Code 

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY to join online for free. Please email our 
Deputy Grand Knight, Stephen Resch, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org 

or the Grand Knight, Vince Augelli at gk7992@nativityburke.org 
with any questions. 

Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events,
https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992. 
Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter?
 If not, go to:
<https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign
up. Please contact our Deputy Grand Knight, Stephen Resch,
at dgk7992@nativityburke.org, if interested in participating in
our next exemplification for new knights.
17 OCT: St. Lucy Food Drive! Volunteer to help unload from
donors vehicles and load into the St. Lucy truck. SUG available
on the Linktree! Also, we will need all brother Knights help to
distribute the blue St. Lucy bags at all Masses the weekend of 
18 OCT: Illuminated Rosary! Assistance is needed to help
religious education students form and pray the rosary. SUG
available on the Linktree!
23 OCT: Nativity All-Day Prayer Vigil for LIFE! Need
volunteers to peacefully lead the Pro-Life Rosary at each of
the 12 hours. SUG on the Linktree! Questions? Contact
rickloffredo@outlook.com.
24 OCT: Save the date for our Masquerade Ball!  Plan to
attend, plan to volunteer, or plan to do both!  SUGs available
on the Linktree for both ticket sales at masses prior to this
event (volunteer to sell tickets) as well as for this event
(volunteer for the event)!  
30 OCT: Nativity’s Halloween Trunk-or-Treat is coming soon!
Help needed to cook, wrap, and distribute hotdogs and water
at this fun family event! SUG available on the Linktree!
Food for Others: Volunteer for food distribution to the poor,
delivered on designated Thursday or Friday evenings. For
Thursdays, contact Br. Mark Sawyer at
sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, contact 
Br. Matt Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. Deliver food
from Giant to the FFO warehouse Tuesday mornings; contact
Br. Bob Colella robert.colella.86@gmail.com. 
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one
month. Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is
deeply appreciated. Send an updated request for continued
support. https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5.
Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our
Warden, Dan Thomas, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.   
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee
and cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on
LinkTree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: Parishioners unable to perform
basic maintenance tasks or small home repairs due to health
or other factors, contact the “Handy Knights.” 
Email handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com. 
3rd Degree Knights: Grow with 4th Degree - participate in
patriotic activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree
Assembly meets the second Tuesday of the month in the
Nativity school cafeteria: If you are interested, please contact
our Faithful Navigator John Lathrop at fn2996@vakofc.org.
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Grandparents’ Day: 
Highlighting Generational Guidance

Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. 
The first meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting 
of the month is devoted to faith formation. Rosary 7:15 PM; 

meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows. 
Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria.

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Nationally Certified STEM School
ITEEA STEM School of Excellence

September was a very busy month at Nativity Catholic
School: Not only were we just getting into the rhythm of
classes and homework, but we had the Priest Barbecue, book
fair, and Grandparents’ Day! And on the final day of our
Book Fair, we celebrated our grandparents by inviting them
to school to see their grandchildren at work, at play, at Mass.
The day began with morning Mass, where we gathered
together as Monsignor delivered his Homily, then thanked
both parents and grandparents for their love and support,
their faith and guidance, as we partnered with them through
some very formative years in their (grand)children’s lives.  
After Mass, students returned to their classrooms, and our
grandparents joined Monsignor Bob and our Principal,
Maria Kelly, in the cafeteria to talk a bit, and to enjoy some
refreshment.  
Then it was off  to the classrooms, where parents and
grandparents were able to see what their (grand)children
have been learning – and doing – in a STEM school. (More
details in a later bulletin!)
Their last stop? The book fair! All kinds of books offered
for our students of every age.  Thank you to everyone who
stopped by and made our book fair a success – that means
more books for our library (more books your students will
love)!

mailto:smurph@nativityschool.org
mailto:dgk7992@nativityburke.org
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 DOMINGO XXVIII
Y ¿TU? ¿COMO LE RESPONDES?
Javier Leoz 
 
Metidos tan de lleno en nuestros problemas, puede que el
Señor pase a nuestro lado, y no percibamos su presencia.
Puede que, incluso, pensando que estamos cumpliendo su
voluntad –volcados en proyectos y mil historias- nos llame el
Señor y encuentre aquello de “ocupado, no molestar”. 
El Evangelio de hoy cobra fuerza cuando, Dios, sale al camino
de nuestra existencia y nos encuentra indiferentes, perdidos,
sin ánimo, distraídos y sin afán que montar un castillo de
ilusiones, pero sin contar con El. 
1.Si echamos una mirada a nuestras celebraciones puede que
lleguemos afirmar aquello de “más que una fiesta parece un
funeral”. ¿A qué se debe? ¿No será porque nuestras
actitudes no son las de la alegría, el gozo sino que, por el
contrario, queremos someter a Dios a nuestro capricho y
antojo?
Hay un viejo proverbio que dice “el infierno está lleno de
desagradecidos”. Y, la vida que llevamos, puede que en
multitud de ocasiones nos haga ser aparentemente así:
desagradecidos.
-Con los amigos. Cada día tenemos más excusas para huir de
compromisos que exigen dedicación, diálogo, encuentro, etc.
Siempre aducimos lo mismo “nos falta tiempo”. 
-Con la familia. La televisión, el ocio, el deporte, hacen que
sean coartada perfecta para no educar –en primera línea o
comprometidamente- a los hijos o, simplemente, para
evadirnos de una comunicación sincera
-Con Dios. También, el Señor, está pagando los platos rotos
de nuestras ocupaciones. No hace mucho que el Papa
Benedicto XVI alertaba del peligro que suponía el “intento de
silenciar a Dios en la sociedad”. Y es que, a veces, en el
conjunto de nuestra vida, nos cuesta responder y aceptar a
Dios con generosidad, desde la oración, etc, etc.
El activismo, la acción desenfrenada, nos puede llevar a un
desentendimiento de Dios. A confinar al Señor en segundo
plano y a no caer en la cuenta de que, el Señor, es
precisamente dueño de nuestro tiempo y de todo lo que
acontece en ese espacio. No podemos idolatrar nuestros
proyectos, nuestras ilusiones en detrimento de nuestra fe. No
podemos endiosar lo que creamos sin ser conscientes que,
aquello que realizamos, es porque Dios así lo quiere y ahí nos
envía. 
Este domingo es un momento muy conveniente para
preguntarnos: aquello que hacemos ¿en nombre de quién y
por qué lo hacemos? ¿Somos felices diciendo a todo que sí,
menos a Dios que le decimos muchas veces que no? 
2.Hoy, como en los tiempos en los que Jesús diserta con esta
parábola, también hay un pueblo al que el Señor invita, llama
y quiere sentar a su mesa. Ese pueblo somos nosotros. Y,
parte de ese pueblo –como también entonces- está, estamos
tan ocupados, que Dios encuentra la misma resistencia. ¿Es
así? ¿Cómo respondemos a Dios? ¿Con qué actitud venimos a
la Eucaristía? ¿Con traje de fiesta o con el buzo de nuestra
pereza, egoísmo, envidias, etc?
En nuestra agenda diaria o semanal ¿por qué no apuntamos
la Eucaristía diaria, el rosario, la visita al Santísimo, una
buena confesión o una visita al enfermo como algo
importante para nuestra vida cristiana y como llamada de
Dios?

Ya veis, queridos amigos; el Señor sigue invitando a su fiesta.
Lo sigue haciendo con fuerza y con la misma delicadeza con
que lo hizo al antiguo pueblo de Israel. Lo hace sabiendo que,
los entretenimientos del mundo, puede que se antepongan a
la gran fiesta a la cual El nos invita. 
¿Por qué será que preferimos aquellos festejos que aligeran
nuestros bolsillos y nos dejan vacíos por dentro?
¿Será a caso que, la fiesta del Señor –por ser gratuita – no la
valoramos como aquellos otros manjares que se pagan a
precio de oro o a costa de la carne?
¿Por qué preferimos ir por la vida, vestidos casi de carnaval, y
a la Eucaristía no vamos con el traje de la hermandad y de la
alegría, del optimismo y de la ilusión, de la esperanza y de la
confianza?
¿Por qué, y esto si que es serio, nos cuesta tanto mostrar el
traje de la fiesta –la fe, el amor a Dios, la oración pública, la
comunión con la Iglesia, la misa diaria o dominical, nuestra
identidad cristiana, etc, etc? Respondamos al Señor. Lo
hagamos con el traje que nos puso en el día de nuestro
bautismo: el traje de los hijos de Dios cosido con los colores
de los hilos de la fe, la esperanza y la caridad.
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	Bishop Michael F. Burbidge Statement for Respect Life Month:
	A Decisive Moment for our Commonwealth
	Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia
	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	October 11, 2026
	PRAY TO HELP PROTECT MOMS IN CRISIS PREGNANCIES
	AND SAVE THE LIVES OF THEIR CHILDREN


	Support Your Local Police Station!
	The National Faith & Blue Weekend is October 9-12
	under the theme “Building Bridges to More Inclusive Communities.” As part of the nation’s largest annual collaborative policing initiative, National Faith & Blue Weekend facilitates safer and stronger communities by engaging law enforcement officers and local residents through the connections of faith-based organizations.
	Faith & Blue is based on the premise that strong communities are built through mutual respect and understanding. Law enforcement and faith institutions
	are key pillars of each community, and when they work together, neighborhoods thrive.
	Nativity Parish supports the local West-Springfield District Police Station and is part of their ecumenical Police and Faith Community, with Joe Tiago on the planning committee. The committee is planning a Faith
	& Blue Brunch for the Police and Faith Leadership to be held at the West Springfield District Station on October 9. Faith community leaders from over 70 houses of worship are invited to share resources, create relationships, and connect with the Fairfax County Police Department.

	Through October 12th, Nativity Catholic Church
	will be collecting the following items to support
	our West-Springfield Police Station:
	Appreciation letters and cards
	Healthy snacks, protein bars and shakes
	Baked goods
	Bottled coffee, water, and energy drinks
	Donations can be dropped off at the church office during weekdays, at the designated table in the church narthex before/after weekend Masses on October 10-11, or by contacting Joe Tiago at ecumenicalministry@nativityburke.org.
	All donated items will be delivered to the West-Springfield District Police Station on Monday, October 12. Thank you for your generosity!
	MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
	Monday, November 2nd at 7:00 pm
	One of our most beloved traditions at Nativity Church occurs every year during the month of November. This is the month when the whole Church remembers those who have passed
	from this world in hope of eternal life. At Nativity we celebrate a special Mass for those of our parish family who have died in the past year. We wish to invite your family and friends to this special Eucharist.
	This special Mass will take place on Monday, November 2nd
	at 7:00 pm. Please know that you are in our prayers and in the prayers of the community of Nativity.
	Love and blessings,
	Fr. Bob Cilinski




	Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia
	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	October 11, 2026
	2026 WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT SALE
	WHEN: October 10/11, 2026 (before/after Masses)
	WHERE: Nativity Vestibule/Narthex
	WHEN: October 17/18, 2026 (before/after Masses)
	WHERE: Nativity Vestibule/Narthex
	Price: $23.00 (Cash, check, or credit card)
	The Women of Nativity (WON)
	appreciate your
	continued support of our
	fundraiser, benefiting ministries
	within Nativity and our
	local community.
	ALTAR FLOWERS donated by
	The McMahon Family in Loving Memory of
	Jim McMahon, loving father,
	grandfather and husband
	Maria Gonzalez in Loving Memory of
	Elena Irizaeer

	Rosary Makers will meet on Tuesday, October 20 from
	1:00 - 3:00 pm in the Father Ready Room. We are always looking for new members to help make Mission Rosaries.
	If you are willing to learn, we are happy to teach you!
	All supplies are provided for this worthwhile ministry which seeks to put rosaries in any hand that wants one!
	We begin our meeting with the recitation of the
	rosary and then we can teach you how to make
	this very simple rosary that you can take home
	with you and a bag of supplies to make more.
	If you have any questions, email us at rosaryministry@nativityburke.org.
	Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia
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	NATIVITY CATHOLIC CHURCH
	40 Hours Devotion - 2026
	Sunday, October 18
	Monday, October 19
	Tuesday, October 20



	MASS INTENTIONS &
	MASS SCHEDULE
	“Weare God'sPeople”
	1 Peter 2:10
	In prayer, let us remember
	the sick and deceased of the parish
	visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule
	St. Lucy Fall Food Drive:
	Saturday, October 17th from 9:00AM-1:00PM

	Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia
	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	October 11, 2026

	Monthly Sensory Mass:
	Sunday, October 11th at 1:00 pm
	In an effort to embrace and welcome the neurodiverse
	members of our community, Nativity Catholic Church is hosting a monthly Sensory Mass on the second Sunday of every month at the 1:00 pm Mass. All are welcome to attend!
	A special invitation is extended to any person in need of sensory accommodations. A sensory Mass requires a welcoming stigma-free environment and accommodations to help reduce over-stimulation and sensory overload.
	We also invite you to join us after the Sensory Mass for coffee, donuts, and fellowship in the cafeteria. If you would like to learn more about the Monthly Sensory Mass please email Tracey Hulen, Disability Inclusion Coordinator at thulen@nativityburke.org.
	ECHO Collection this weekend, October 3/4
	Food Room Most Needed Items:
	Open House at John Paul the Great - Sunday, November 1
	Saint John Paul the Great’s Open House is fun for the whole family! Learn more about our rigorous college-preparatory curriculum, competitive athletics, inspiring visual and performing arts, and abundant extracurricular opportunities. Meet students, faculty, coaches, administration, and parents to learn more
	about the programs you love. Pre-register at: https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry

	JP Shadow Days - Sign Up Today!
	Schedule a shadow day at Saint John Paul the Great! Shadow days give prospective students the chance to see life at JP firsthand! Shadow guests are paired with a current JP student for an entire school day. They attend classes, meet teachers, and enjoy a complimentary lunch from the cafeteria. This is a great way for prospective students to envision themselves as JP students! Sign
	up at: https://jpthegreat.fsenrollment.com/portal/new_inquiry.


	MASS INTENTIONS CALENDAR OPENING FOR:
	Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia
	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	October 11, 2026
	A message from the Nativity Creation Care Ministry


	PRO-LIFE CORNER
	Why Ballot Question 1(in italics below) is Deceptive!
	Question: Should the Constitution of Virginia be
	amended to:
	(i) protect the freedom to make personal decision about prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, birth control, abortion, miscarriage management, and fertility care;
	- NOTE “Virginia lawmakers have framed the ballot language as a general question about women’s healthcare and medical decision-making. This is blatantly misleading. In truth, the amendment expands abortion up to the moment of birth, endangers women’s health and safety, and pushes parents out of life-changing and irreversible decisions for their minor daughters and creates strife in families.” (1) “Tucked in between care services that are already protected and practiced every day in Virginia is the word ‘abortion’.” (2) “Since the actual amendment, not shown on the ballot, gives the right to the “individual” not an adult, it means that a child could make life-altering decisions about abortion, pregnancy, or other reproductive services without a parent’s knowledge or involvement.” (3) “It would enable a child, without her parents’ knowledge or consent, to receive puberty blockers, cross-sex hormones, and sterilization surgery.” (4)
	(ii) protect doctors, nurses, and patients from being punished for these decisions; and - NOTE “They conveniently left out predators and traffickers who would have equal protection under the law. The amendment will prevent those who harm women or break Virgina laws from being held accountable.” (2) “…opening the door for Big Pharma and a no-guardrails abortion industry to exploit women for profit.” (3)

	(iii) allow for restrictions on access to abortion during the third trimester of pregnancy except when the patient’s health is at risk or the pregnancy cannot survive?”
	- NOTE “Virginia law already allows late-term abortion when three physicians agree the pregnancy would substantially
	and permanently harm the woman’s health. This amendment removes that safeguard, leaving the decision solely to the abortion provider performing and profiting from the procedure.” (3) “When debating the language of the proposed constitutional amendment, legislators even rejected a proposal to require that any baby born alive after an attempted abortion would receive the same level of care and treatment as any other infant.” (5)
	References:


	On December 5, 2026, Bishop Burbidge will ordain two seminarians to the Transitional Diaconate (indicating that it is a step on their way to the Priesthood):
	Andrew D’Andrea and Gabriel Gaudet.
	The Mass will be held at The Cathedral of St. Thomas More in Arlington at 11:00 a.m.
	and will also be livestreamed.
	Visit www.ArlingtonDiocese.org/Ordinations to learn more about these men, what led them to seminary, and about the ordination events. Pray for our future priests!

	Nativity Catholic Church, Burke Virginia
	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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	St. John Paul II National Shrine events in Washington DC:
	Friday, October 16th - Anniversary of
	the Election of Karol Wojtyla - 5:00-8:00 pm
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	A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
	Nationally Certified STEM School
	ITEEA STEM School of Excellence

	Grandparents’ Day:
	Highlighting Generational Guidance
	September was a very busy month at Nativity Catholic School: Not only were we just getting into the rhythm of classes and homework, but we had the Priest Barbecue, book fair, and Grandparents’ Day! And on the final day of our Book Fair, we celebrated our grandparents by inviting them to school to see their grandchildren at work, at play, at Mass.  The day began with morning Mass, where we gathered together as Monsignor delivered his Homily, then thanked both parents and grandparents for their love and support, their faith and guidance, as we partnered with them through some very formative years in their (grand)children’s lives.
	After Mass, students returned to their classrooms, and our grandparents joined Monsignor Bob and our Principal, Maria Kelly, in the cafeteria to talk a bit, and to enjoy some refreshment.
	Then it was off to the classrooms, where parents and grandparents were able to see what their (grand)children have been learning – and doing – in a STEM school. (More details in a later bulletin!)
	Their last stop? The book fair! All kinds of books offered for our students of every age.  Thank you to everyone who stopped by and made our book fair a success – that means more books for our library (more books your students will love)!
	************************************
	Substitutes Wanted:
	Enjoy working with children? Consider joining us!
	We are in need of substitute teachers with the
	following minimum qualifications:
	2-plus years of college
	Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective instructions
	Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom management skills
	Successful completion of Virtus training
	Successful background check

	For more information, email Richard Godwin at rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or Shannon Murphy,
	our Registrar, at smurph@nativityschool.org,
	or call (703) 455-2300.
	Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.
	The first meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting
	of the month is devoted to faith formation. Rosary 7:15 PM;
	meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellowship follows.
	Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria.
	Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international Order
	of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect our families,
	serve others, and defend values in a busy changing world. Join today
	at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. As we continue to celebrate Blessed
	Michael J. McGivney's Beatification, please enter the Promo Code
	BLESSEDMCGIVNEY to join online for free. Please email our
	Deputy Grand Knight, Stephen Resch, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org
	or the Grand Knight, Vince Augelli at gk7992@nativityburke.org
	with any questions.
	Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events, https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992.
	Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter?
	If not, go to: <https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign up. Please contact our Deputy Grand Knight, Stephen Resch, at dgk7992@nativityburke.org, if interested in participating in our next exemplification for new knights.
	17 OCT: St. Lucy Food Drive! Volunteer to help unload from donors vehicles and load into the St. Lucy truck. SUG available on the Linktree! Also, we will need all brother Knights help to distribute the blue St. Lucy bags at all Masses the weekend of
	18 OCT: Illuminated Rosary! Assistance is needed to help religious education students form and pray the rosary. SUG available on the Linktree!
	23 OCT: Nativity All-Day Prayer Vigil for LIFE! Need volunteers to peacefully lead the Pro-Life Rosary at each of
	the 12 hours. SUG on the Linktree! Questions? Contact rickloffredo@outlook.com.
	24 OCT: Save the date for our Masquerade Ball!  Plan to attend, plan to volunteer, or plan to do both!  SUGs available on the Linktree for both ticket sales at masses prior to this event (volunteer to sell tickets) as well as for this event (volunteer for the event)!
	30 OCT: Nativity’s Halloween Trunk-or-Treat is coming soon!  Help needed to cook, wrap, and distribute hotdogs and water at this fun family event! SUG available on the Linktree!
	Food for Others: Volunteer for food distribution to the poor, delivered on designated Thursday or Friday evenings. For Thursdays, contact Br. Mark Sawyer at sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, contact
	Br. Matt Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. Deliver food from Giant to the FFO warehouse Tuesday mornings; contact Br. Bob Colella robert.colella.86@gmail.com.
	Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one month. Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is deeply appreciated. Send an updated request for continued support. https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5.
	Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our Warden, Dan Thomas, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.
	Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on LinkTree.
	Handy Knights Ministry: Parishioners unable to perform basic maintenance tasks or small home repairs due to health or other factors, contact the “Handy Knights.”
	Email handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.
	3rd Degree Knights: Grow with 4th Degree - participate in patriotic activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree Assembly meets the second Tuesday of the month in the Nativity school cafeteria: If you are interested, please contact our Faithful Navigator John Lathrop at fn2996@vakofc.org.
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