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    "The greatest among you are those who serve."  

Mt.23:1-12 
 
 
 

My dear parishioners, 
 

The word minister comes from the Latin: "mini, stare."  Mini 
means small and stare means stand. To minister is to "stand 
small"....... to bend low and become small and on the same level 
with another. Jesus teaches us about service as the way to true 
greatness. Servant leadership is the example that Jesus showed 
us as he washed the feet of his disciples. 
 
This is National Vocations Awareness Week where we pray that 
young people will hear and respond to God's call to vocations of 
love, marriage, priesthood, religious life, and the single life.   
God calls men and women in every age to lives of holiness and 
service. 
 
Let us join our prayers and encouragement to the next generation 
to be open to God's call to greatness through lives of loving  
service. Below are prayers for us to use as a family and as  
individuals. Peace. 
 
Love and blessings, 
 
 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 
Pastor 
 

 

Prayer to Discover my Vocation  
Heavenly Father, if I am called to the vocation of Holy Matrimony,    

lead me to my future spouse.  Keep us holy and pure that we              
may grow in love for You and each other. 

Lord, if I am called to another vocation in the Church, give me the 
courage to say "yes."  Help me to be a faithful instrument of              

Your grace for the souls entrusted to my care. 
Please place holy people in my life to assist on this path of  

discovering my vocation that I may become an effective witness of  
Your love to the world. 

I ask this through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary,         
and in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ.                                                        

Amen 

Children's Prayer for Vocations 
Jesus, I know that You love me. 

Teach me how to talk to You, how to listen to You, 
and how to follow You. 

Bless religious sisters, brothers, and priests. 
Bless my family. 

Keep all of us close to Your heart. 
Amen 

Prayer of a Husband and Wife 
0 God, You have united us in the bond of Holy Matrimony; give us    

wisdom in our decisions, strength in our trials, humility in our triumphs, 
and charity at all times. Make us courageous witnesses of Your love in 

the world.  Bless and protect us as we journey towards holiness.                 
Guide us safely home to You and to our eternal reward.                                                         

Amen 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

Please be aware that the Church, parking lots and Church grounds 
are private property. Campaigning, placement of political signs  

or distribution of flyers for political campaigns,  
is strictly prohibited. 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
 

The Knights of Columbus invite all the Children of 
Nativity Parish to join them in the Parish Cafeteria on 
Saturday morning, December 2nd from 9:30AM to 
11:00AM for fun, fellowship and a chance to meet  
and have breakfast with Santa. 

 

There will be a continental breakfast, Christmas crafts and a  
little something from Santa for all boys and girls who attend.  
So that Santa knows you will be there, we request you let his 
elves know that you plan to attend; send them your family  
name, and the number of children and adults coming.  
You can use whichever way is best for you: email to 
bpb7992@gmail.com or text to 703-402-8513. 

Knight of Columbus Mass of Remembrance 
 

 In Roman Catholicism All Souls Day is commemorated each 
November. The Knights of Columbus will have its annual  

Mass of Remembrance for Brothers and Spouses that have gone 
before us on Monday, 6 November at 6:45pm in the Nativity 

church. The Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Bob Cilinski.   
Any questions, please contact Fraternal Committee Chair,  

Br. John Landy at navyy8@yahoo.com. 
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OPENING OF THE MASS INTENTIONS  
CALENDAR FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 2024  

SCHEDULED FOR  
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9th AT 9:00AM 

Please read the guidelines below to schedule intentions 
 

Due to the large size of our parish, we can honor a maximum 
of 5 Mass Intention requests per year, per family/household. 
We are currently opening the calendar for Mass Intentions 
from January 1, 2024 through June 30, 2024 only.  
 

We try our best to accommodate requested dates but some 
dates might be unavailable (i.e. Novena  Masses etc.). In  
case of unavailability, we will try our best to schedule on the  
closest date possible. We greatly appreciate your patience, 
kindness and understanding as we try to accommodate many 
requests! 
 

Please stop by the parish office to schedule Mass Intentions  
or you can visit: https://nativityburke.org/mass-intentions/  
to request intentions online. Your online Mass intention  
request is NOT scheduled until we verify availability of the 
requested date(s) and you have received an email confirma-
tion!! We are not able to honor phone requests. If you have 
any additional questions, please email Ayse Kenner 
at akenner@nativityburke.org. 

 

The Gift shop still has several White House Ornaments 
for sale. They each cost $22 (including tax).  

Get yours while they are still available! 

 

Do you need a ride to a medical appointment or to go  
grocery shopping and are unable to drive? The Shepherd's  
Center—Fairfax Burke provides these services. Feel free  

to contact the Shepherd's Center Fairfax Burke at  
703-323-4788 for information. 
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National Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrated in our 
country from November 5-11, 2023. Please ask Our Lord for 
more dedicated, holy priests, deacons, and consecrated men and 
women. May they be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our 
faith community, and respond generously to God's gift of  
vocation. 
 

God our Father, 
We thank you for calling men and women to serve in your  
Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and consecrated persons. 
Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously  
and courageously to your call. 
May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial  
love in our youth and young adults. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen 

The Knights of Columbus - Ladies Auxiliary 
Formed to assist and support the Knights, our Church and the  

four virtues of Charity, Unity, Sorority and Patriotism.  
We are spouses, daughters, mothers, or sisters of Knights of 

Columbus who are in good standing or deceased.  
Our fellowship and informational meetings are the First  

Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the Fr. Ready Room.  
Contact kdelatte65@gmail.com for information or to be  

added to our email distribution list. 

 

Prepare and vote: Read the Bishop’s  
Letter and other VCC resources  

 

This week, voters will elect members to all 140 seats in the 
Virginia General Assembly, as well as other offices in some 
localities. Much is at stake! 
 

Election Day is November 7. New General Assembly maps are 
in effect for this year’s elections. To help you prepare, please 
visit the VCC Election Resource hub (Link below). There you 
can view, download and print the following materials, three of 
which are newly released and one of which is re-issued: 
 

• A pre-election letter from Bishop Burbidge and Bishop 
Knestout   

• A Register to Vote flyer explaining how to register,           
eligibility and key dates   

• A New Political Maps flyer to help you find your new      
districts and the candidates   

• A re-issued Four Principles of Catholic Social Teaching    
resource.   

 

Please review these materials. Share them with family and 
friends too, and remind them to pray, form their consciences 
and vote! For more information visit: vacatholic.org. 

In Observance of Veterans Day, the Parish Office will be 
closed all day on Friday, November 10th. Morning Mass 

will be at 7:30am, there will be no school Mass. 

 

 
Bishop Burbidge's Message for  
National Vocation Awareness Week 

 
 
My dear young friends,  
 

I address you this Vocation Awareness Week drawing on the 
words of Pope Francis from World Youth Day: “All of us were 
called by name. At the beginning of the story of our lives, before 
any talents we may have, before any shadows or wounds we 
may be carrying in our hearts, we were called. Why? Because 
we are loved.” 
 

Let that sink in: God loves you, and he calls you by name for a 
unique and wonderful plan for your life. For many of you, this 
will be as a husband and father or wife and mother. In God's 
mysterious plan, he calls some to the priesthood and religious 
life, to offer themselves entirely to the service of the Church. 
This can be unexpected, but as Pope Francis also reminded the 
young people in Portugal, “God loves surprises,” adding, “he 
always keeps us alert, and he keeps us surprised.” This is not 
something to be feared, but rather embraced, trusting in God the 
Father who loves us. 
 

I encourage you this week to focus not only on the vocation we 
all have, to be holy, but also on the personal vocation to which 
God is calling you. Are you willing to spend some time with 
him? Are you willing to let him lead you, to surprise you, to lead 
you to a holiness you never thought possible? 
 

Know of my prayers for you, as your Bishop who wants to see 
each of you fulfilled as God's beloved sons and daughters. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

"We are God's People"  
1 Peter 2:10 

 
 
Monday, November 6th 
7:30 am  † Deceased Member of the Legion of Mary 
 
Tuesday, November 7th 
7:30 am  † John P. Rowley, Jr. 
12:00 pm  † Mauricio Estrada 
 
Wednesday, November 8th 
7:30 am  † Kathryn Charlton 
 
Thursday, November 9th 
7:30 am     Special Int. for Pedro Haworth 
12:00 pm  † Stephen Dollins 
 
Friday, November 10th 
7:30 am  † Dr. Mark Tummarello 
 
Saturday, November 11th 
9:00 am  † Deborah Nye-Corgan 
5:00 pm  † Tien Tran 
7:00 pm  † Juana Hara Hirata 
 
Sunday, November 12th 
7:00 am  † Jessica Dammer 
9:00 am  † Ernie Weeks 
11:00 am  † Norman Bishop 
1:00 pm  † Melinda Roberts 
5:30 pm      Special Int. for Sophia Lee 

 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

Interested in advertising in the bulletin? Call Mike Jurosky  
at 717-648-5996 or email: mjurosky@diocesan.com 

SCAM ALERT - PLEASE BEWARE  
Recently, persons using fake email addresses pretending  

to be Fr. Bob Cilinski and other parish staff members, have  
been requesting special favors and/or gift cards. Please note  

that Fr. Bob, or any of the other priests or parish staff members,  
DO NOT and will NEVER email, message, text or ask anyone  

for any kind of financial assistance, special requests or favors. 
Please be careful and delete these kinds of emails or messages 

immediately. If you are unsure or have any questions, please call 
the parish office at 703-455-2400. 

In Mary's Footsteps - A Group for Widows 
Our group of faith and fellowship will meet on November 13th  
at 11:00 in the Father Ready room. We strive to walk on in our 
Blessed Mother's footsteps of strong faith and peace, as she did 
after St. Joseph passed. We have monthly meetings, typically on 
the second Monday of the month at 11:00am, gather for monthly  

dinners and other outings. For more information, contact  
Cat Sands at csands@nativityburke.org. God bless you!  

    

 ALTAR FLOWERS - Donated by  
 

 

Bridget Fullenkamp 
In Loving Memory of 
Gerard Jude Barrett 
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ROSARY MINISTRY - HELP WANTED 
Can you count to 10!! 
 

Please join us for our November rosary ministry 
meeting. Tuesday, November 21st from 1:00-3:00pm 
in the Father Ready room. We will be teaching  

you how to make mission rosaries and prayer bracelets.  
 

Come join us in praying the Rosary every Tuesday and  
Thursday after the noon Mass. We will be praying the special 
intention for peace in Israel and Ukraine. Please sign up on the 
church website under rosary ministry at nativityburke.org. 

Pray for those who are discerning a call to proclaim the hope of 
the Resurrection as religious brothers, sisters, priests or deacons. 

If you feel God is offering you the grace of a vocation to the  
priesthood or consecrated life, contact Fr. Michael Isenberg,  

Vocations Director, at (703) 841-2514 or 
email: vocations@arlingtondiocese.org. 

 

 A Message from the Nativity Creation Care Ministry 
 

Coming Soon! Fair Trade sales event in the Nativity Cafeteria 
on Saturday, November 25 - Sunday, November 26. 
Your Nativity Creation Care Ministry is pleased to announce the 
annual Fair Trade sales event during Thanksgiving weekend. 
Fair Trade embodies the principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
including but not limited to, care for God’s Creation and the 
Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers. Fair trade promotes 
the use of reused, reclaimed and recycled materials, helping con-
serve, preserve and cultivate the environment so that resources 
are available for future generations. 
Meant to be a long-term system, not short-term charity, Fair 
Trade works to make communities on all levels sustainable. Fair 
Trade Organizations are invested in the people they work with, 
helping them meet nutritional needs, get access to health care, 
receive financial training, and a variety of other projects, de-
pending on the needs of the community. In addition, Fair trade 
products celebrate the cultural diversity of communities around 
the world. Often, artisans use centuries-old techniques passed 
down from previous generations, incorporating traditional craft 
methods into stylish, unique products that protect their cultural 
heritage and allow you to enjoy the skill & beauty of their craft.  
This event will offer beautifully crafted items ranging from  
jewelry and accessories to home goods, toys, clothing, food, and 
holiday items--each has a story to tell. The Haitian metal art is 
particularly popular with Nativity parishioners. Handmade  
products make wonderful gifts and mean so much more than 
traditional mass-produced items. Consider meaningful holiday 
gifts this year and support fair trade, especially during these 
challenging times for the artisans! 
Creation Care is also looking for volunteers to assist shoppers at 
the sale for 2 hour time slots. Please see the sign-up genius on 
the church website under Fair Trade sale. For more information, 
contact Kim Young at NativityCreationCare@gmail.com. 

ECHO Food Room November Most Needed Items 
Nativity Collection: THIS weekend 4/5 November 

 

Choose sizes appropriate for our average family size of four. 
Because of the generosity of our community, ECHO cannot give 
our clients food whose expiration date is long past, open food,  
or repackaged food (no zip-loc bags). Any donation, large or 
small, is most gratefully welcomed.  
 

NEEDED ITEMS: Protein Items (can chicken, Spam, sardines, 
chili with meat, can beef stew), Spaghetti Sauce, Tea, Milk 
products (canned, shelf stable, hot chocolate), Macaroni and 
Cheese, Canned Tomatoes, Honey or Jelly, Cooking Oil, 
Canned Pasta, Box Potatoes, Lentils, Coffee (Instant), Canned 
fruit, Bag beans (black, red, or garbanzo), Bag Rice, Pancake 
Mix and Syrup, Crackers, Spices (garlic, onion, cinnamon, salt, 
pepper), Lemon/Lime Juice, Juice (Bottles or Box), Tortillas, 
Muffin/Cornbread Mix, Diapers Sizes 4 & 5, Baby Wipes,  
Toilet Paper, Deodorant, Shampoo, Facial Tissues, Dish Soap, 
Bath Soap, Paper Towels, Shaving Cream/Razors, Laundry  
Detergent. 
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PRIME TIME SINGLE CATHOLICS (PTSC) 
We are a social group, mostly age 60 and over. (35 to 

59) Ask about our free associate-membership group.) Meet us  
for: walk in historic cemetery and dinner (Nov 5); square  

dancing (Nov 7, 21, 28); Thursday lunch (Nov 9); dinner in  
Fairfax City (Nov 12); Annual Dinner Dance (Nov 18); Flamenco 
dance performance (Nov 19); Thanksgiving Day dinner (Nov 23); 
serving evening meal at Christ House (Nov 25); tailgate party and 
Ice & Lights show (Nov 26); Christmas party (Dec 2). For details, 

visit our website: bit.ly/ptsc. With questions or to RSVP,  
email Tom at ptscnva@gmail.com. 

The Care for Our Common Home Ministry at St. John  
Neumann in Reston is presenting Food Choices Matter - How 
What You Eat Affects You, Others, and the Environment on  

Monday, November 13, at 7:00 p.m. ET via Zoom. 
Our individual and collective dietary choices—particularly our 
consumption of meat, dairy products, and eggs—have a signifi-
cant impact on our health, global food security, and the environ-

ment. Shifting to a more plant-based diet is one of the most  
effective things we can do to improve the well-being of ourselves 

and others, reduce pollution and climate change, and prevent  
suffering in other sentient creatures. Presenter, Dr. Mary E. 

McGann, RSCJ, is on the faculty of the Jesuit School of Theolo-
gy in Berkeley, California. Her most recent book, The Meal That  

Reconnects: Eucharistic Eating and the Global Food Crisis 
(Liturgical Press, 2020), received the 2021 Catholic Media Asso-

ciation First Place Award for Catholic Social Teaching. To  
receive the Zoom link, email nativitycreationcare@gmail.com 
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Love working with children? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Want flexibility? Consider subbing at Nativity 
School… Please Join Us!  

We are in need of substitute teachers with the  
following minimum qualifications: 

 

• 2-plus years of college 

• Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective  
instructions in the absence of the teacher 

• Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom    
management skills 

• Diocesan-compliant 

• Successful background check 
***************************************** 

Is Your Child Turning 3 or 4 By Next Fall?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve Got Just The Spot – In Our Classroom! Email Jen 
Behan at jbehan@nativityschool.org to schedule a tour of our 
classrooms, playground, and lunchroom – and to meet our 
teachers. Please bring your child, too – we can’t wait to meet 
you! 

***************************************** 
At Nativity, faith fills us. Love lives here.  

Nativity Stars are filled with the Holy Spirit! 
************************************************* 

~ Important Upcoming Dates ~  
Monday, November 6 - School Pictures 
Wednesday, November 8 - School Pictures 
Thursday, November 9 - Early Dismissal, 11:30 am 
Thursday, November 9 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Friday, November 10 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Sunday, Nov. 12 - Discover Catholic Schools Week 
Thursday, November 16 - ‘Christmas Trees’ Go Home 
Friday, Nov. 17 - Perishable Items for Baskets Due 
Friday, Nov. 17 - K & 1st Grade T’giving Program 
Monday, Nov. 20 - Perishable Items for Baskets Due 
Tuesday, November 21 - 1st Trimester Ends 
Wednesday, November 22 - T’giving Break Begins 
Tuesday, November 28 - Back to School Today 
Thursday, November 30 - HSPT, 8th Grade 
 

******************************************** 
Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his/her 
days here - learning, praying, sharing, loving, and laughing. 
We may be just the school for which you´ve been searching!  

 

nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL     
A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

  

 
 
 

 
 

 

Council Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesday. First meeting is a  
business meeting, the second meeting of the month is devoted to 
faith formation. Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM. Fellow-

ship follows. Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. Linktree Uni-
versal Sign-up Link: https://linktr.ee/fr_sikora_council_7992 
Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events.  

1 & 2 December, Breakfast with Santa. Prep Friday and give 
tons of smiles on Saturday. Volunteer on linktree. 
** Keep Christ in Christmas Nativity Yard Displays - $75 

Scan the QR Code Or email: handyknightsofnativi-

ty@gmail.com, and we will email you a copy of the online form.  
6 November, 6:45 PM Mass of Remembrance: Need  
volunteers to be Reading Lectors, Drivers for Windows, and 
reserve attendance.  

10 & 11 November, Fall for Broadway: Nativity Knights are 
supporting the Nativity Theater at Fall for Broadway. We need 
food and beer/wine servers. Times are subject to change/update. 
Volunteer on linktree. 
18 November, Adopt a Highway: Clean up Old Keene Mill 

Road - Be apart of the Elite Eight. Volunteer on linktree. 
19 November, Donut Sunday: Support the parish and meet 
fellow parishioners. *Joint support with Religious Education.   
Food for Others: Volunteer drivers for food distribution to the 

poor. If you have a truck, SUV or van and can occasionally help 
deliver to 7 Corners on Thursday evenings or to Springfield on 
Friday evenings please consider helping.  For Thursdays, please 
contact Br. Mark Sawyer at sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net.  
For Fridays, please contact Br. Matt Stockburger at 

mstock_w@yahoo.com.  
Name Tags: Email Vince Augelli at VaKC23@gmail.com. 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee 
and cookies following Sunday morning Masses. Volunteer on 

linktree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: If you are unable to perform basic 
maintenance tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or 
other factors, call the “Handy Knights.” Email handyknightsof-
nativity@gmail.com. 

The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need 
of assistance: Brothers and the families of living and deceased 
brothers in need of a helping hand, contact Br. John Landy at 
navyy8@yahoo.com. 

3rd Degree Knights: Grow with 4th Degree - participate in 
patriotic activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree 
Assembly meets the second Tuesday of the month in the school 
cafeteria: 7:30pm rosary, 7:45pm business meeting followed by 
fellowship. If you are interested, please contact our Faithful 

Navigator Vince Augelli at fn2996@vakofc.org. 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
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Organist and NPR Host Peter DuBois in Concert 
St. Andrew the Apostle Concert Series presents organist Peter 
DuBois in a free pipe organ concert featuring works by Bach, 

Schumann and French Romantic composers on Sunday,  
November 12, 2023, at 4:00pm at St. Andrew the Apostle  

Catholic Church in Clifton, Virginia. He is also the host and  
producer of NPR’s With Heart and Voice, a weekly program of 
sacred choral and organ music featured on more than 125 public 
radio stations nationwide. A meet-the-artist reception will follow 

the performance. For more information visit  
www.st-andrew.org/concerts or call 703-817-1770. 

Pray for Peace in the Middle East with fellow Parishioners!  
 

The Nativity Rosary Ministry leads the rosary 3 times a week 
and we encourage all to join us. The rosary is prayed after the 
noon Masses on Tuesday and Thursday at Nativity, and we  
gather via Zoom on Sunday evenings at 7:30 PM.   
Contact Brenda Zepf at zepfmb@gmail.com for the link (which 
is sent out just before the meeting) Come and pray the rosary 
with us. We are praying for the people experiencing the terrors 
of war with the killing, the fear, the evil destruction and the  
horror in which the families find themselves. 
We must pray for these people in any way and every way that 
we can. Feel free to take a rosary from the rosary board.  
We are reaching out to God in trust and we know He will hear 
us! Again, join us in prayer for the Middle East.  
Diane Fields, diane.l.fields44@gmail.com. 

NEED TO TALK? 
Catholic Charities provides quality mental health services &  

counselors grounded in a Catholic understanding of the  
human person. “Nativity’s Counselor” Ms. Marguerite Turner, 
MS, LPC is back at Nativity counseling clients in-person and  

is available on Thursdays from 10:00am-6:00pm to talk  
with any parishioners who may be struggling.  

To set up an appointment, please contact Marguerite at  
703-454-2415 or mmturner@ccda.net. 

Struggling with addiction in the family?  
Both the afflicted and affected don't need to be alone. There are 
many resources available including AA, NA, Alanon, Calix and a 

diocesan chaplain. Call the HELPLINE (970) 989-2670) for  
support. This is NOT LIMITED to addicts, anybody that would like  

to speak with a priest or a friend in Christ May call! 
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Novena de oraciones por nuestros difuntos / Esquelas virtuales 
Novena de oraciones por nuestros difuntos / Esquelas virtuales 
Únase a nuestras oraciones, y envíenos los nombres de los difuntos a  
quienes usted desea que encomendemos.  
 
Por: Lucrecia Rego de Planas | Fuente: Catholic.net  
 
 ...la Iglesia no se detiene en el umbral del cementerio, sino que va más allá, guiando y soste-
niendo la esperanza del Pueblo de Dios con la luz de las oraciones de sufragio, que pueden 

establecer una mediación entre nosotros y las almas de los fieles difuntos.  
 
 

 
 

 

Juan Pablo II 
 
Ya se acerca el mes de noviembre, en el que la Iglesia celebra, el día 2, la fiesta de los fieles difuntos. 
 
Todos conservamos siempre vivo el recuerdo de nuestros seres queridos que se nos han adelantado para ir a la casa del Padre. La Igle-
sia, a través de la oración y la Santa Misa de sufragio, nos permite vivir unidos espiritualmente a ellos, y renueva en nosotros la certeza 
de que nuestra vida no termina en esta tierra. 
 
Con esta ocasión, Catholic.net ha organizado, juntamente con diversos conventos y casas de religiosos y religiosas, una novena para 
rezarla durante los nueve días previos a la fiesta de los Fieles Difuntos, con adoraciones, el rezo del rosario, y una intención especial en 
la Santa Misa el día 2 de noviembre celebrada por sacerdotes amigos de Catholic.net que se han sumado a nuestra iniciativa.  
 
Lo invitamos a unirse a nuestras oraciones enviándonos los nombres de los difuntos a quienes usted desea que encomendemos. Tendre-
mos un recuerdo especial para ellos durante el octavario en honor a los difuntos del 1 al 8 de noviembre donde además podremos ganar 
la indulgencia plenaria , que se aplica a nuestros difuntos a manera de sufragio.  
 
Si desea enviarnos los nombres y sus intenciones es muy sencillo: sólo tiene que rellenar el formulario en nuestro sitio http://
es.catholic.net/novenas/ Nosotros enviaremos estos nombres e intenciones a los diversos conventos y casas de religiosos y religiosas y 
sacerdotes diocesanos que se han sumado a esta Novena de los Fieles Difuntos, cuyo texto puede consultarse haciendo click aquí 
 
Las oraciones no cuestan, son algo gratuito. Sin embargo, aprovechamos para recordarle que la única manera que tenemos para mante-
ner el servicio de Catholic.net es recibiendo donativos de nuestros visitantes. Es por esto que nos atrevemos a decirle que sería muy 
bueno que pudiera colaborar con algo: un dólar, cinco, diez, o lo que usted pueda.Toda la información para los donativos está en la 
página http://es.catholic.net/tenecesitamos/donar.php  
 
Si usted, además del rezo de la Novena, quiere que incluyamos a sus difuntos en nuestra campaña de oración perpetua, puede adquirir 
una "esquela virtual" por uno, cinco o diez años. Si le interesa esta modalidad, vaya a: http://es.catholic.net/esquelas/esquelas.php 
 
Pero, por favor, no deje de enviarnos sus intenciones aún si no puede aportar dinero. No deje pasar esta oportunidad de unirnos todos 
en oración por nuestros seres queridos, que Catholic.net le ofrece durante la novena anterior a la fiesta y durante el octavario del 1 al 8 
de noviembre. 
 
Si usted es sacerdote o religiosa y desea unirse a este proyecto con la celebración de una misa por nuestros difuntos u organizando una 
novena en su comunidad, le agradeceremos que se registre en http://es.catholic.net/novenas/ 
 
Muchas gracias por su apoyo, sus oraciones y por su colaboración.  
 
Lucrecia Rego de Planas 
Dirección 
http://es.catholic.net 

http://es.catholic.net/aprendeaorar/688/2097/articulo.php?id=39000
http://es.catholic.net/novenas/
http://es.catholic.net/novenas/
http://es.catholic.net/aprendeaorar/688/2097/articulo.php?id=20159
http://es.catholic.net/tenecesitamos/donar.php
http://es.catholic.net/esquelas/esquelas.php
http://es.catholic.net/novenas/
http://es.catholic.net/
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XXXI Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario,  
Ciclo A 
Juan 14, 1-6: Las otras moradas  
Autor: Mons. Jesús Sanz Montes, ofm  
 
Es un Evangelio escogido para la conmemoración 
de los fieles difuntos. Lo dice el cantar sevillano: 
que de verdad se nos muere algo en el alma cuan-
do un amigo se va. Y en esa suerte de tristeza se 
encontraban los amigos de Jesús, cuando veían 
llegar el momento de decir adiós a su Maestro. El 
Evangelio de este día nos permite asomarnos a ese 
pañuelo de silencio que nos relata la congoja de 
unos hombres que no asimilaban la despedida de 
quien cambió por entero sus vidas en aquellos tres 
años inolvidables de convivencia con Jesús. Arran-
ca el texto diciéndoles el Señor: que no tiemble 
vuestro corazón. Y como si de un descubridor de 
tierras nuevas y eternas se tratase, le dirá a con-
tinuación: me voy a prepararos sitio. Así de entra-
ñable resulta esta visión cristiana que tienen los 
adioses, porque ni siquiera ante la misma muerte 
nos decimos «adiós», sino sólo un fugaz «hasta la 
vista», seguros como estamos de que volveremos 
a encontrarnos con Jesús y los amigos que más 
hemos querido, en esa nueva casa de tantas estan-
cias que el Maestro ha ido a prepararnos. 
 
Y al siempre preguntón Tomás, tan dado a las se-
guridades requetecomprobadas, de querer saber 
adónde va Jesús y cómo y dónde está el camino, el 
Señor le contestará aquello que es toda una defini-
ción de sí mismo: Yo soy el camino, y la verdad, y 
la vida. No es cualquier cosa esta que dijo Jesús en 
su respuesta a Tomás. Porque en ello nos va el 
comprender qué sea el cristianismo. Ante el bazar 
siempre con ofertas de temporada en el que se nos 
ofrecen un sinfín de caminos seductores, un 
montón de verdades de ocasión, un catálogo de 
vidas de diseño, resulta particularmente provoca-
tivo y al mismo tiempo liberador el que para los 
cristianos y para todos los demás, Jesucristo repre-
senta no un artículo de consumo más sino lo único 
que se corresponde con el camino del que todos 
somos peregrinos, con la verdad de la que somos 
buscadores y con la vida de la que somos mendi-
gos.  
 
La respuesta a Tomás y a todos nosotros, es única-
mente Jesús. Quién más o quién menos, habrá 
comprobado que cuando frecuentamos otros 
senderos, coqueteamos con otras verdades o ju-
gamos con la vida, no nos salen las cuentas, y una 
y otra vez nos hallamos al pairo de una felicidad 
para la que fuimos hechos y que nuestros atajos e 
inventos no logran colmar ni calmar. Porque sólo 
Jesús es el camino que verdaderamente nos per-
mite vivir. 
 
+ Fr. Jesús Sanz Montes, ofm 
Obispo de Huesca y de Jaca 

 
XXXI DOMINGO ORDINARIO – A  
Evangelio: Mat 23,1-12 - Servidor de todos  
 
En su condición de Maestro y Profeta, que sirve al pueblo 
con honestidad, Jesús cumple su misión con gran valentía 
y claridad, para que todos le entiendan y mejor puedan 
aceptarle y seguirle.  Jesús critica abiertamente el com-
portamiento de los rabinos y sacerdotes, “de los letrados y 
fariseos” diciendo: “haced y cumplid lo que os digan, pero 
no hagáis lo que ellos hacen, porque ellos no hacen lo 
que dicen”.  
Y después de la crítica negativa, viene la luz esplendorosa 
del consejo y la palabra animante y comprometedora: “El 
primero entre vosotros, será vuestro servidor”.  
______________________________________________ 
 
Señor, que tan claramente nos criticas el mal compor-
tamiento, y tan esperanzadamente nos propones y animas 
a seguirte en el servicio humilde y desinteresado a los 
demás. ¡Gracias, Señor, por esta manera de juzgar y crit-
icar, de animar y estimular al bien y a la caridad!.  
Es verdad que te diriges principalmente a los que tienen 
por obligación orientar al pueblo y servirle con el oficio 
profético y ministerial.  
 
Pero todos hemos de ser servidores de los demás, y 
maestros de quienes nos rodean o dependen de nosotros.  
Por eso acojo tus palabras críticas y cariñosas, inqui-
etantes y animadoras, pues quiero ser seguidor tuyo y 
apóstol para los demás con mis palabras y mis consejos, 
y sobre todo con mi ejemplo y mi testimonio de cristiano 
verdadero.  
 
También te pido, Señor, con toda confianza y cariño, por 
los catequistas y sacerdotes, por los predicadores y 
misioneros.  
Que merezcan el respeto y cariño, la acogida y el se-
guimiento, sobre todo por su santidad de vida y su testi-
monio profesional y apostólico.  
Que sean conscientes de la necesidad de ser más que 
predicadores, santos; más que maestros, testigos alegres 
y enamorados de tu persona y de tu mensaje.  
También los cristianos “de a pie” necesitamos escuchar 
estas palabras, saborearlas en la oración y hacerlas propi-
as en la vida de cada día.  
Por esto te pido, Señor, que me muestre siempre como 
hermano de todos, para que mejor ejerza “mi magisterio 
de padre, y de jefe”, de quienes me rodean.  
Que busque ser grande en ayudar desde la humildad y la 
sencillez de vida.  
 
Que busque, sobre todo, más que mandar, servir;  
y mas que dirigir, ayudar; y más que aleccionar,  
testimoniar tu amor y gracia, como Tu nos has enseñado.  

 

Padre Segismundo Fernandez Rodríguez  
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