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“The desert and the parched land will rejoice and bloom.”  
- Isaiah 35:1 

 
 
 
My dear parishioners: 
 
Today is “Rejoicing Sunday” Gaudete Sunday! Advent cele-
brates the coming of salvation into our lives. The attitude of the 
believer is that “we wait in joyful hope.” What we look for and 
anticipate is no less than God who will bring about “vindication 
and divine recompense.” 
 
The coming of vindication and recompense is good news for 
the poor, the lowly, the weak, the oppressed, the hungry, the 
sorrowing, the suffering, and the dead. In Matthew’s gospel, 
these are among those who were blessed. 
 
Today our parish participates in the Catholic Charities Christ-
mas Collection. It is the Advent invitation to share with those in 
need. We have positioned ourselves favorably for the coming of 
God’s kingdom where “justice shall flourish in its time and 
fullness of peace forever.” 
 
This Thursday, December 18 is our Advent Penance service.  
25 Priests will be available for individual confessions. It's the 
best way to prepare for Christmas when Jesus takes away our 
sin and enters in to heal and love us.  
 
Happy third week of Advent. Rejoicing in the Lord will be our 
strengths. It’s a beautiful time in the church, but also stressful. 
Take some time this week for prayer, exercise, and other  
personal needs. You will feel a lot better. 
 
 

Love and blessings,  
 
 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 
Pastor 

     A Message from our Pastor 
Msgr. Bob Cilinski 

 

Advent Wreath Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have set up an Advent wreath in your home this year, 
here are some prayers you could say while you light its candles. 
You may say these before or after a meal, when waking up,  
before going to bed, or whenever you and the members of your 
household gather for prayer. Before you say the prayer, read 
and talk over the Gospel you heard at Sunday Mass that week. 
 
Week 3:  O God, who sent John The Baptist as a voice crying out 
in the desert, open our ears to hear his message as we light the 
pink candle. Shape our lives so that they will become a straight 
path to you. Make us ready to greet your Son when he comes to 
us. Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Week 4:  O God, who sent your angel Gabriel to announce good 
news to Mary, make us happy with your word of life. Let our 
hearts be so filled with love for you that they glow with the 
lights of these four candles. May we live in a way that will 
please you. Through Christ our Lord. 

NATIVITY OFFICE CLOSURE 

The Nativity Parish Office will close at 

12:00 noon on Friday, December 19th 
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NEED TO TALK? 
Catholic Charities provides quality mental health services  
& counselors grounded in a Catholic understanding of the  

human person. “Nativity’s Counselor” Ms. Marguerite Turner, 
MS, LPC visits Nativity to counsel clients in-person  

on Thursdays from 10:00am-6:00pm. She is available  
to talk with any parishioners who may be struggling.  

To set up an appointment, please contact Marguerite at  
703-454-2415 or mmturner@ccda.net. 

                                       

 

 
 

Consecration to the Holy Family Event  
27 and 28 December 2025 

 

December 28th is the Feast of the Holy Family, and our Council 
will assist our Pastor, Msgr. Bob, in conducting a Consecration 
to the Holy Family for our parish Families at the end of all 
Masses on December 27th and 28th. It is our hope that this pro-
cess may help strengthen our families and to devote ourselves to 
the ideal model of familial love set by Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
 

To help families live out the joy of Christ, Knights of Columbus 
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori has composed a 
prayer through which families will come together to consecrate 
themselves under the protection of the Holy Family. In this  
prayer, we ask for the aid or intercession of the perfect son Jesus 
Christ, Mary the perfect mother, and Joseph who is a model for 
every father.  
 

The idea is that preparing for the Consecration to the Holy  
Family is not a single event. It is choosing a way of life for your 
family. Through this consecration, each participant is conscious-
ly choosing to be a beacon of God’s love through His Church.  
 

Go to the Nativity Website to learn more about this activity  
and how to prepare for it: https://nativityburke.org/holy-family-
consecration/ 
 

You can also learn all about this K of C program here: 
www.kofc.org/consecration 
 

On the weekend prior (20/21 December), the Nativity Knights of 
Columbus will include a bulletin entry that describes the activity 
and recommended preparation steps for families. Information is 
also on the Parish Website under Activities and Events. 
 

On Saturday December 27th and Sunday December 28th, the 
Knights will distribute Consecration Prayer Cards to parishion-
ers as they arrive at Mass, and the celebrant will lead the  
congregation in the Consecration Prayer at the end of Mass. 
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George Getek Memorial Pro-Life Scholarships  
 

The Knights of Columbus George Getek Memorial Pro-Life 
Scholarship Program is now available! Students still have time 
to apply for a scholarship! NOTE: The due date has been  
extended. Application submissions are due no later than  
midnight, Sunday, January 4, 2026. 
 

Key Points: 

• Eight $750 scholarships, no pro-life experience required! 

• For 8th grade and high school (public, private, Catholic, or 
homeschooled) and college/university/trade school students 

• The applicant or the applicant’s parent(s)/guardian(s) must 
be registered member(s) of Nativity Catholic Church, Burke.  

 

Students will be more confident, more at ease, and better 
equipped to address current life topics with others. 

For further details and to apply, visit  
https://nativityburke.org/getek-memorial-scholarship/ 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas Nativity Displays - $60  
 

If  you are interested in purchasing one like this one with  
your own custom caption, please scan the QR Code below  

and use the form to complete your order or email:  
handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com, and we will  

email you a copy of the online form. 
Limited Supply – We are only making 12 this year! 

 

 

National March For Life  
Friday, January 23, 2026 
 

Sign up to join us on the Nativity-provided free bus, snag a 
warm yellow Nativity for Life beanie on the bus and connect 
with people of goodwill from across our country in peacefully 
and joyfully rallying around the basic truth that every human  
life – including the unborn and their mothers – is beautiful, has 
unique dignity, and worthy of protection in what has become  
the world’s largest annual human rights demonstration.  

 

We will depart after the Nativity’s 
March for Life 10am Mass, board the 
bus, attend the noon Rally with a host 
of inspiring speakers, start marching at 
1:00pm, stop at  St. Peter’s Church for  
hot chocolate/coffee/ restroom 
break & then return at 4:00pm.  
 

If you can’t make it in person, please pray!  

Virginia Pro-Life Day in Richmond - January 15, 2026 
 

Carpool with us and to snag a warm yellow Nativity for Life 
beanie as we support life issues along with Bishop Burbidge and 
enjoy the camaraderie of other pro-life people from across the 
state during the 5th annual VA Pro-Life Day! Your personal 
presence is vital.  
Talking points, legislative updates and tips for effective advoca-
cy will be provided by the organizers to make meetings easy  
and successful.  
You can just listen and learn, or volunteer to highlight the  
provided pro-life talking points of one of the bills. 
We will gather in constituent groups at Greater Richmond  
Convention Center at 8:30am to listen to inspiring speeches and 
review provided talking points package, then meet with our  
respective state senator/delegate, and then optionally visit  
galleries or attend Mass before lunch and heading back to  
Nativity. Tentative Schedule for Pro-Life Advocacy Day to  
follow. Contact rickloffredo@outlook.com if 
interested in carpooling. For more official 
event details and to register,  
https://vaprolifeday.org/. 
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MASS INTENTIONS & 
MASS SCHEDULE 
“We are God's People”  

1 Peter 2:10 

 
 
 

 

Monday, December 15 
7:30 am † Joseph Bowers Jr. 
12:00 pm  † Gene Rose 
 

Tuesday, December 16 
7:30 am Special Intention for Nina Roa Manuel 
12:00 pm † Patricia Lyons 
 

Wednesday, December 17 
7:30 am † Ethel Gerencser 
3:00 pm † Daniel F. Skelly Jr. (Burke Healthcare)  
 

Thursday, December 18 
7:30 am Special Intention for Mike & Mary Schmidtman 
12:00 pm † Catherine McCann  
 

Friday, December 19 
7:30 am † John Albino Suarez   
 

Saturday, December 20 
9:00 am Special Intention for Gaetano Jack Annunziata 
5:00 pm † Rita Miles 
7:00 pm † Animas del Purgatorio 
 

Sunday, December 21 
7:00 am Yankosky and Costello Families  
9:00 am Parishioners 
11:00 am † Fatimo George Lester Lobo  
1:00 pm † Peter Joyce 
5:30 pm † Karol and Catherine Golinowski 

 
 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish 

visit nativityburke.org for the Priest Mass Schedule 

Join us at the Falls Church Abortion Facility 
on Sunday, December 14 at 3:00 pm  

for a Pro-Life Rosary and Carols  
 

During this time of Christ’s coming, let us ponder the first 
three Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary:  
 

The Annunciation 
Mary is troubled by the angel's greeting, yet rejoices to do 
God's will. Let us pray that those who are troubled by 
their pregnancy may have the grace to trust in God's will. 
The Visitation 
John the Baptist leapt for joy in his mother's womb. We 
pray that people may realize that abortion is not about 
children who "might" come into the world, but is about 
children who are already in the world, living and growing 
in the womb, and are scheduled to be killed. 
The Nativity 
God Himself was born as a child. The greatness of a  
person does not depend on size, for the newborn King is 
very small. Let us pray for an end to prejudice against the 
tiny babies threatened by abortion. 
 

We pray that you will join us in witnessing to the  
right-to-life for all! 

"Are you the one who is to come, or should we look  
for another?" (Matthew 11:2-3)  

 

John’s question invites us to seek Christ’s presence in our lives.  
If you feel a spark of joy in serving others, God might be calling 

you to the priesthood or consecrated life, sharing His healing love 
as a shepherd. Listen closely to His voice. Talk to your priest or 

reach out to the Vocation Office at (703) 841-2514 or via 
email: vocations@arlingtondiocese.org. 
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 Thank You from the Nativity Creation Care Ministry! 
 
 

Creation Care Ministry wishes to thank everyone who played a role in the Fair Trade Market over Thanksgiving weekend! Total sales 
were close to $30,000, a new record, providing income and resources to the amazing Fair Trade artisans around the world. In addi-
tion, Creation Care receives 10% of the sales, funding our projects on campus throughout the year, without a drain on other church  
resources. 
 

Thanks to our tireless volunteers at the market or narthex table--Mike Hathaway, Kathy Walters, Mary Sullivan-Haller, Maria Rodri-
guez, Linda Nordstrom, Shirley Perales, Anne Zimmerman, Patty Barbu, Sue Bomar, Alma Powers, Abigail, Isabella, Rachel and  
Brody, Tiffany and her family. (I hope I didn't miss anyone.) Some of you were on your feet for hours, unpacking, arranging,  
re-packing, wrapping, assisting shoppers, running up and down the stairs, and smiling! Many teen volunteers also assisted with  
directing and keeping our tables neat. 
 

Thank you to Msgr Bob for his ongoing support of Creation Care and the entire Fair Trade effort and to our priests for their tireless 
reading of the announcements! Kudos to Mary Castellano for her photography and  posts, Emilia Hartline for a great webpage presence, 
Caroline Chase for always making our bulletin blurbs prominent and attractive, Adrienne Swidal for never messing up the calendar 
dates and answering all our signage questions, and Maureen Andersen for assistance with narthex arrangements and announcements—
not to mention our facilities staff, Carlos and his team. And thank you to caterer Sylvia for the generous loan of the tablecloths and to 
Helen and the Virginia Green Baggers who provided 100 free reusable bags which our shopping parishioners LOVE! 
  

And last but not least, special thanks to Paul Culler, Sarah, Ben and Megan, and everyone at Fair Trade Winds for their tireless work  
on behalf of the Fair Trade artisans and for helping us to arrange a successful sale. 
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Pro-Life Corner  
 

- "Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to 
love, but to use any violence to get what it wants."  
St. Mother Teresa 
 

Gabriel Project - Pregnancy Outreach for Expectant  
Mothers: Offers emotional, spiritual, material, and financial  
support through a pregnancy helpline and parish-based volunteer 
“Angel” support. helpforpregnantwomen.org. 866.444.3553. 
Project Rachel - Help after Abortion: A safe, confidential place to 
share your emotions and work toward healing. helpafterabor-
tion.org, 703.841.2504. 
 

Tepeyac Pro-Life OB/GYN - Faith-based Pro-life OB/GYN:  
restoring the human person with modern medicine and healing  
of Christ. tepeyacobgyn.com/, 703.273.9440 
 

Mary's Comfort of VA - Ensuring Expectant Mothers Shelter: 
Support and New Beginnings: Provides training in parenting  
and life skills, career coaching and educational advancement. 
maryscomfortva.org, 703.455.4500 
 

Catholic Charities Pregnancy and Adoption Services: Pro-
vides transformative services to those impacted by unplanned 
pregnancy. https://www.ccda.net/need-help/pregnancy-and-
adoption-services/, 703.841.3830 
 

KOVAR Enduring Love Campaign – Homes for Intellectually 
Disabled: Stand with parents who seek to find a home for their 
children that outlive their ability to provide direct care on their 
own. Contact Mark Sawyer, sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. 
 

Marian Homes: Purchases and maintains affordable homes  
for individuals with intellectual disabilities. marianhomes.org/. 
 

The Lamb Center: provides laundry, showers, hot meals,  
counseling, and financial assistance for poor and homeless.  
https://nativityburke.org/service/the-lamb-center/ 
 

End of Life Medical Directives:  
The Advance Medical Directive is a legal instrument authorized 
by, and meeting the requirements of the laws of Virginia which 
can be completed for use by all Catholics-whether young or old, 
healthy or dying. Go to: https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/family-
life/respect-life/end-of-life-medical-directives/. 

Love working with children? Want flexibility? 
Consider subbing at Nativity School! Please Join Us! 
 

We are in need of substitute teachers with the following  
minimum qualifications: 

 2-plus years of college 

 Ability to follow a lesson plan and give effective 
instructions in the absence of the teacher 

 Proficiency in maintaining effective classroom 
management skills 

 Diocesan-compliant 

 Successful background check 
 

For more information, email Rich Godwin at  
rgodwin@nativityschool.org, or call him at (703) 455-2300, 
ext.146; or you can contact Shannon Murphy, our Registrar,  
at (703) 455-2300, or smurph@nativityschool.org.    

 

NO HANDS BUT YOURS MINISTRY 
 

No Hands But Yours is an original Nativity Minis-
try doing God’s work by serving those less fortunate 
members of His flock. We work distributing food, 
clothing, and personal items to the poor and home-
less in DC and northern VA every Sunday morning, 
rain or shine.  

 

We also have weekly trips into designated areas bringing  
Panera bread donations along with help from local food banks. 
Through the blessings of God, we have grown through our  
Nativity community and continue to do so. For more details visit 
the Nativity Parish website at https://nativityburke.org/service/ 
no-hands-but-yours/. Families are also welcomed! If you have 
interest in learning more and would like to participate in daily/
Sunday runs, please contact John Rubino at: 
john.albert.rubino@gmail.com. 

Do you need a ride to a medical appointment or to go  
grocery shopping and are unable to drive? The Shepherd's  
Center—Fairfax Burke provides these services. Feel free  

to contact the Shepherd's Center Fairfax Burke at  
703-323-4788 for information. 
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Fr. Sikora Council 7992 Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. First  

meeting is a business meeting, the second meeting of the month is 
devoted to faith formation. Rosary 7:15 PM; meeting at 7:30 PM.  

Fellowship follows. Meet in the Nativity school cafeteria. 

Volunteer for an event! Scroll down to view all events, https://linktr.ee/
fr_sikora_council_7992.  
Knights, are you receiving the Grand Knight Newsletter? If not, go to: 
<https://NativityBurke.flocknote.com/NativityKnights> to sign up. 
Judy Jagielski: Thursday Nights Ride to Nativity Support Group. SUG is 
live! 
Widow Support: Thursday Nights Ride to Nativity Support Group.  
16 December: Knights Christmas Party – come celebrate with family & 
friends! SUG is live!  
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests will stay active for one month.  
Prayer update (health, location, contact, etc.) status is deeply appreciat-
ed. Send an updated request for continued support.  
https://forms.gle/LiPCRmzfyRnYEU8s5  
Food for Others: Volunteer for food distribution to the poor, delivered  
on designated Thursday or Friday evenings. For Thursdays, contact  
Br. Mark Sawyer at sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net. For Fridays, contact 
Br. Matt Stockburger at mstock_w@yahoo.com. Deliver food from Giant 
to the FFO warehouse Tuesday mornings; contact Br. Bob Colella  
robert.colella.86@gmail.com.  
Name Tags: If you have not received your name tag, email our Warden, 
Robert Myers, at warden7992@nativityburke.org.    
Nativity Ushers assist at collections: Volunteer for your Mass!  
Volunteer on LinkTree to maintain a database of potential helpers! 
Sunday Mass Coffee and Cookies: We are providing coffee and  
cookies following Sunday morning Masses. See info on LinkTree. 
Handy Knights Ministry: Parishioners unable to perform basic mainte-
nance tasks or small home repairs due to health or other factors, contact 
the “Handy Knights.” Email  handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com.  
The Fraternal Committee: Brothers helping brothers in need of assis-
tance. Brothers and their families (living and deceased) in need of a  
helping hand, contact Br. John Landy at navyy8@yahoo.com. 
3rd Degree Knights - Grow with 4th Degree: Participate in patriotic 
activities that promote Catholic citizenship. 4th Degree Assembly meets 
the second Tuesday of the month in the Nativity school cafeteria.  
7:30 pm rosary, 7:45 pm business meeting followed by fellowship.  
If you are interested, please contact our Faithful Navigator Murray Rupert 
at fn2996@vakofc.org.  

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL      

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

nativityschool.org 

Nativity Students Serving the Community 
at Thanksgiving 

******************************************* 
As they do every year, our students take part in a community-
wide service effort to assemble complete Thanksgiving dinners 
for local families in need.  
The church identifies the families and provides all the turkeys, 
and the school families supply the rest of the meal. Each class is 
assigned a specific dinner item or two -- from jugs of milk, to 
pumpkin pies, to mashed potatoes and gravy, to green beans  
and cranberry sauce.  
Our Sixth and Eighth Grade students wrap and decorate the  
boxes in a Thanksgiving Fall theme; the Eighth Grade also  
collects the items daily from each classroom and then assembles 
the dinners. This year, 70 full Thanksgiving dinners were  
assembled and distributed. Well done, Stars. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Upcoming Dates ~~ 
************************************************ 
December 15 - 9:00 am Decorated Christmas Trees Return 
Deadline 
December 16 - Ugly Sweater Day 
December 17 - Christmas Pageant 
December 18 - Pajama Day; Reindeer Games! 
December 19 - Last Day of School; Class Parties Right After 
Mass; Wear Red & Green Day! 
January 5 - Students Back to School!      
************************************************ 

At Nativity, faith fills us. Love lives here. Nativity Stars are filled  
with the Holy Spirit! Join us to see how your child would spend  
his or her days here -- learning, praying, sharing, and laughing.  

We may be just the school for which you´ve been searching! 
Contact us at www.nativityschool.org, (703) 455-2300, or 

smurph@nativityschool.org. 

Join the Knights! The Knights of Columbus is an international 
Order of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, protect 
our families, serve others, and defend values in a busy chang-

ing world. Join today at https://www.kofc.org/joinus. Your 
dues will be free for one year: Be sure to enter our council 

#7992 and the code RCANTER when you register. 
Please email our Deputy Grand Knight, Vince Augelli, at 

dgk7992@nativityburke.org or the Grand Knight, Michael 
Bender at gk7992@nativityburke.org with any questions.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  
 

The next Prayer Shawl meeting will be held on  
Monday morning, December 15th at 9:30 am in the  
Fr. Ready room. This ministry is open to all members 
of our community!  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Msgr. Bradican Division members of 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) 
thank all Nativity parishioners for their great 
support of this year’s “Trip To Ireland” raffle.  
You bought more raffle tickets than ever before and your  
support goes a long way boosting AOH Catholic charitable  
programs. Congratulations to this year’s winner of the trip,  
Beth Lyons, daughter of AOH member Dan Lyons. Congratula-
tions again to Nativity parishioners, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gorham, 
for winning the “Irish Basket of Cheer.”   

mailto:mstock_w@yahoo.com
mailto:warden7992@nativityburke.org
mailto:handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com
mailto:navyy8@yahoo.com
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¡QUE NO CUNDA EL DESÁNIMO! 
3º de Adviento (A)Javier Leoz  
 

1.A muy pocos días de la Navidad, la liturgia de este día, 
nos empuja y nos invita a que nos abramos a la alegría más  
2.grande: Jesús.  Hoy es un día de júbilo por muchas razones 
Viene, Dios, a salvarnos. ¿Quién no se alegra cuando, en el 
incierto o negro horizonte, aparece una voz amiga o un rostro 
dispuesto a echar una mano? 
Viene, Dios, y nuestras tristezas y llantos, tendrán un final. 
¿Cómo no vamos alegrarnos cuando, ante nosotros, se  
levanta todo un muro de incertidumbres, problemas, i 
mpaciencia o dificultades? 
Viene el Señor, y como canta un Himno litúrgico “Mas  
entonces me miras…y se llena de estrellas, Señor, la oscura 
noche”. 
Domingo del regocijo. En el mundo, desgraciadamente, no abun-
dan las buenas noticias. Para una que viene envuelta en alegría, 
surgen otras tantas que nos sobresaltan y nos hacen morder el 
polvo de nuestra realidad: queremos pero no podemos ser to-
talmente felices. Lo intentamos, pero con todo lo que tenemos ¡y 
mira que tenemos! nos cuesta labrar y conquistar un campo donde 
pueda convivir el hombre; vivir el pobre o superarse a mejor el ser 
humano. 
Por ello mismo, la cercanía de Jesús, nos infunde optimismo e 
ilusión. Todo queda empapado, si no permitimos que otros aspec-
tos se impongan al sentido navideño, por el gusto del aniversario 
que se avecina: la aparición de Jesús en la tierra. 
2.    ¿Deseamos de verdad esa visita del Señor? ¿En qué esta-
mos pensando? ¿En quién estamos soñando? Porque, para cele-
brar con verdad las próximas navidades, hay que tener –no ham-
bre de turrón ni sed de licor- cuanto apetito de Dios. Ganas de 
que, su llegada, inunde la relación y la reunión de nuestra familia;  
motive e inspire los villancicos; que, su inmenso amor, mueva 
espontáneamente y en abundancia nuestra caridad o que, el silen-
cio en el que se acerca hasta nosotros,  haga más profunda y sin-
cera nuestra oración.  
Este Domingo de  la alegría nos hace recuperar el brillo de la fe. 
Las ganas de tenerle entre nosotros. El deseo de que venga el 
Señor. La firme convicción de que, Jesús, puede colmar con su 
nacimiento la felicidad  y las aspiraciones de todo hombre. 
Porque el Señor se revela, y su llanto ya se escucha al fondo de 
las calles de Belén, ya no tenemos derecho al desaliento ni al pe-
simismo. ¡Nos queda mucho por hacer! Y, teniendo tanto por ha-
cer, Dios se hace hombre para compartir con nosotros todo intento 
de que el mundo pueda recuperar la alegría de vivir; la justicia  
con los más necesitados o la fe para todo aquel que la ha perdido. 
Amigos: ¡sigamos preparando los caminos al Señor! Y, si pode-
mos, lo hagamos con alegría. Sin desencanto ni desesperación. El 
Señor, no quiere sonrisas postizas pero tampoco caras largas. El 
Señor, porque va a nacer, necesita de adoradores con espíritu y 
joviales. ¿Seremos capaces de ofrecerle a un Dios humillado y 
humanado, el regalo de nuestra alegría por tenerle entre noso-
tros? ¿No canta un viejo adagio aquello de “a un amigo agasájale 
sobre todo con la alegría de tu corazón”?¿No es Jesús un amigo 
dispuesto a compartirlo todo con nosotros? 
Un padre, contento y dichoso, convocó a sus hijos para comer 
alrededor de una mesa vacía. Los hijos, asombrados,  le pregun-
taron: “padre; ¿por qué estás tan alegre si, en la mesa, no hay 
ningún alimento todavía y faltan más de 4 horas para comer? A lo 
que el padre les contestó: “quiero, que conmigo, disfrutéis antici-
padamente el gran manjar que nos aguarda”. Padre e hijos, disfru-
taron –mientras llegaba la comida- hablando, soñando y rumian-
do…con el gusto que tendría el gran banquete que les iba a ser 
servido.Que nosotros, ya desde ahora, celebremos, gocemos, 
saboreemos y nos alegremos del gran banquete del amor que, en 
tosca madera y por el Padre Dios, va a ser servido en un humilde 
portal. Desde ahora, amigos, disfrutemos y gocemos con nuestra 
salvación. Y, como Juan, ojala que a esa gran alegría, por ser los 
amigos de Jesús, respondamos –más que con palabras- con 
nuestras obras. Es decir, con nuestra vida. 
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